


















Improve or build your 
own gun and save with M-S 

At M~S Safari Arms, we are constantly developing cus- Enforcer® and MatchMaster® pistols and, now, that same 
tom components for the average shooter/sportsman as well quality workmanship is available for your own gun. 
as the true professional. We developed the .45 caliber These parts are designed and priced so that you can 





> Ambidextrous 
Combat Safety Set. 
Allows full function 
of safety for left handed 
shooters or right handed 
shooters in case of 
injury. $34.95 * 


< Extended Combat 
Safety. Match proven 
design assures positive 
control of safety without 
having to shift or reposition 
grip. $16.95 


Now available for the Browning Automatic Pistot 
< Extended Combat Slide 
Release. Now the same tech- 
nology as applied to the 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during reloading 
of the Browning High Power. 

$19.50 


^ Ambidextrous Safety 
Set for S&W Models 39 & 
59. A must for the serious 
combat shooter, police 
officer and left handed 
shooter. $39.95 


•< The Enforcer (3.8" barrel, E>102) 
or The MatchMaster (5" barrel, 
E-103}. Deadly accurate, .45 caliber 
combat pistols. Loaded with custom 
features. Available in Teflon, 
Armaloy, or stainless steel finishes. 
Send $1.00 for fully illustrated 
catalog and ordering information. 


< Extended Combat Safety. 

Full control of the Browning 
High Power Safety without 
shifting the shooting grips. 

$19.95 

< Ambidextrous Combat Safety 
Set. Full position control right 
or left handed. Get the most 
from your Browning. A must for 
combat shooters, police offi¬ 
cers, and all left handers. 

$39.95 


Combat Magazine Base Pad. 
Available for all Colt, S&W model 39, 
S&W model 59, Browning High Power 
automatics. With this component, you 
don’t have to worry about noise or 
damage to magazine when ejecting the 
magazine — even from a standing 
position — during match shooting 
or in combat. $1.95 
▼ Extended Combat Slide Release. Computer calculated 
angle and curvature cnf releases allows reliability of 

hand control from shooting grip 

left hand free to handle fresh 
insertion. $17.50 


< Beavertail Grip Safety. 
Provides better control of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand, reduces apparent recoil 
and eliminates hammer-pinch. 
Requires minimal frame con¬ 
touring for perfect fit. $15.00 


T Ambidextrous Combat 
Slide Release Set. Now 
full control of the .45 
automatic with the left 
hand. $29.50 


Manufactured under pat. *3492748 


Mail To: M-S Safari Arms 


P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 
Please enter my order for: 

□ Extended Combat Slide Release 

@ Browning: $19.50 Colt: $17.50 . 

□ Extended Combat Safety 

@ Browning: $19.95 Colt: $16.95 . 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set 
@ Browning: $39.95 S&W: $39.95 

Coit: $34.95 . 

□ Ambidextrous Combat Slide Release Set 

@ Colt: $29.50 . 

□ Beavertail Grip Safety @ $15.00. 

□ Information on The Enforcer/ 

The MatchMaster & other M-S products @ $1.00 

□ Combat Magazine Base Pads 


Make: 

(a) Browning 

Quantity: Quantity; (b) S&W 
Stainless Blue (c) Colt Total: 

- $ - 

- $ - 

- $ - 

- $ - 

- $ - 

- $ - 


□ Browning □ S&W 39 □ S&W 59 

□ Colt @ $1.95 ..$- 

□ Mast. Chg. □ VISA Card_ Shipping & Handling $ 1.00 


DateCardExp.-□ My Check □ My Money Order is enclosed.. .TOTAL;$- 


Name 


Address-- 

City_State_Zip_ 
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Safari Arms components 


improve or completely customize your gun easily and inex¬ 
pensively, v^ith the same professional features that were once 
only attainable through custom gun mechanics. 


All M-S Safari Arms components are quality crafted from 
the finest material and arrive ready for you or your local 
gunsmith to install. 




< Now available tn 
Stainless Steel, 
famous Enforcer & 
MatchMaster 
Frames complete 
with grip bushings, 
ejector and plunger 
tube. FFL Required. 

$89.50 


◄ Enforcer Recoil Spring Assembly, aero¬ 
space designed square wire single spring 
for chopped .45s. Set for hardball ammo, 
no second spring required. Stainless Steel 
bushings & guide rod. $19.95 



A AR-15, M-16 Adapter Pin. 

Finally a stainless steel 
adapter pin that totally 
eliminates all problems of 
binding common with screw 
type pins. No tools required 
to install or remove. $9.95 


< M-S 16 A1 “Forward Assist^. Upper 
Receiver will accept Commercial or 
Surplus parts. Manufactured to mil 
standards, hard anodized. Includes 
AR-15, M-16 stainless steel 
adaptor pin. $59.95 


< Anti-Walk Pins AR-18, 180. 
Prevent trigger or sear pin 
walk-out under rapid fire com¬ 
bat conditions. Stainless 
Steel. $12.50 per set 



A Stainless Steel Slide Assemblies. Enforcer or MatchMaster. complete 
with S&W or Behlert rear sights. Ready for Gunsmith fitting. $195.00 each 



>■ Screw-in Barrel Bushing & Bushing 
Wrench. The ultimate in accuracy for 
shortened .45s. Stainless Steel. $17.50 


24 HOUR TOLL FREE ORDER DESK 
Master Charge • Visa • C.O.D. Only 
Call Operator 758 
National 1-800-824-7888 
California only 1.800-852-7777 
Alaska & Hawaii 1-800-824-7919 




SAFARI 

ARMS 



Mall To: M-S Safari Arms 

P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 

Please enter my order for: Quantity Total 


Mall To: M-S Safari Arms 

P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 

Please enter my order for: Quantity Total 

□ Enforcer & MatchMaster Frame @ $89.95 . . $__ 

n Enforcer Recoil Spring Assembly @ $19.95. . $^_ 

□ M-S 16 A1 “Forward Assist” Upper Receiver 

@ $59.95 . . ?- 

□ Anti-Walk Pins AR-18, 180 @ $12.50 per set__ $-- — 

□ AR-15, M16 Adapter Pin @ $9.95. . $_ 

□ Enforcer □ MatchMaster Slide Assemblies with; 

□ S&W n Behlert Rear Sights @ $195.00ea... - —-_ 

□ Screw-in Barrel Bushing & 

Bushing Wrench @ $17.50 . .$-_ 

Shipping & Handling $1.00 

□ Master Cnarge □ VISA Card_ 

Date Card Exp--——- 

□ My Check □ My Money Order is enclosed.T0TAL:$_ 


Name 


M-S Safari Arms • P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 
(602) 269-7283 


Address___ 

City—-state-— _ Zip 














































MODEL #10&10L 
“OUTDOORSMAN" 
A belt holster well suited to 
general field use. High ride 
allows seating with long 
barrels. Holster is molded to fit 
your gun. Special flap protects 
adjustable rear sights. Avail¬ 
able silicone suede lining 
protects fine gun finishes. Lock 
stitched with durable linen 
thread. 


|M0DEL#X-15 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 

A compact shoulder holster 
designed-for concealment 
and comfort. Butt is readily 
accessible hugs body. 
Leather and elastic harness 
is adjustable. Spring in 
holster holds gun^llows 
fast draw. For T-W 
revolvers, autos. 



MODEL #M66 patented 
^‘AMBIDEXTROUS 
MILITARY HOLSTER’* 

A truly unique holster, 
designed especially for 
military applications. Flapcovers 
gun butt: can be unsnapped from 
either side, swiveled out of the 
way or removed completely. 
Wear holster right or left handed, 
side draw or cross draw. Belt loop 
design allows use on narrow or 
wide belts. Black only. 


#8 &8L “SHADOW” 
REVOLVERS 
A very high-riding concealment 
holster. Widely-spaced slots; 
provide stability on belt; allow 
high ride; and pull gun close to 
body. Thumb-snap design 
holds gun securely with clean, 
fast draw. Molded to fit your 
gun and precurved to match 
body contours. Fine leather 
and hand-rubbed finish, with 
silicone suede lining available 



for 2"-4" revolvers. 


MODEL ^3 
“PISTOL POCKET” 

A first-quality inside-the- 
waistband holster. For the 
first time, all the features of 
standard holsters in a waist¬ 
band design. Features hand- 
molded leather, thumb-break 
strap, sight guards and more. 
Vorn just behind right hip, itiscom- 
fortable and very concealabie. Can 
be worn under loose shirts and 
short jackets. Snaps on and off belt. 
For autos and fevolvers.^. 

MODEL #88 “HEVY DUTY BELT” 

Top quality leather belt, W wide with creased 
edge and fine grained finish. An ideal maximum 
width for supporting the weight of a bolstered 
gun and other accessories. Also ideal asa dress 
belt. Solid brass buckle, available In chrome 
finish (standard on black belts) or natural brass 
(standard on tan belts). Available in sizes32" to 
46". Plain or basket, tan and black. 






MODEL #45 
“PISTOLEBD" ( 
ASSEMBLY 

A rig designed for 
internationai 
combat shooting. 
Holster has low-cut 
Trent and muzzle-forward rake for 
fast draw. Fully lined with top grain 
cowhide, with full steel lining. Deep 
“sight channel" molded into holster 
front. Clears sights. Spring loaded 
retainer snaps into trigger guard. 
Belt is contoured and fully 
lined with silicone 
suede. .45 Auto only^ 


MODEL #5BH&5BHL 
“THUMBSNAP” 

Belt loop design is twice as wide 
for added stability. Gun rides 
higher to reduce bulk. Thumb- 
snap strap secures gun and 
allows a fast draw. Hand fitted 
to your gun, and a sight channel 
to protect front sights is boned in 
by hand. Rear sight guard. Premium 
saddle leather Is hand-rubbed. 
For 2"-8%" revolvers. 


MODEL #4 

“ASKINS* AVENGER” 

Named after legendary 
pistolero Col. C harltia As 
This holster rides high and hugs ^ 
the body. The fit has been hand- j 
molded for your gun. 

Stabilizing slot through holster 
pulls gun butt against body, p 
Molded sight channel protects % 
front sights. Hand-rubbed i 
leather and fine stitching create ^ 
a long-lasting holster for large 
jiutos. 


MODEL #12 
"ANKLE HOLSTER" 

A very comfortable ankle 
holster. Soft, deep-pile genuine 
shearling sheeps wooi on inside 
of leg strap, adjustable with 
Velcro tape. Holds gun and 
holster snugly against your 
ankle. Holster is form-fitted to 
your gun, with thumb-snap 
strap. Ideal for use when a coat 
or jacket is impractical, such as 
warm weather. For small autos, 
revolvers. 



j' 


At Bianchl franchised dealers worldwide! 



Write 

Today for our 
Full-Color 
1980 Catalog 
(Send $1.00),^^ 


EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Robert K. Brown 
MANAQtNG EDITOR 
Robert Poos 
SENIOR EDITOR 
M. L. Jones 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Jim Graves N. E. MacDougald 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Pat Bishop-Reed 
ART DIRECTOR 
Craig Nunn 

ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR 
Mary Scrimgeour Jenkins 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


S. Nielsen 


Smalt Arms 
Lt. Col. Jeff Cooper 
Ken Hackathorn 
Handgun Huriting 
Lee E. Jurras 
MUftary Affairs 
Capt. John Early 
Alexander McColl 
Maj. L H. “Mike” Williams 
Martial Arts 
Rafael Lima 
Paramedic Operations 
Dr. John Peters 
TerrorlsmlLatin America 
Jay Maliln 

ExplosivelDemolltion 
John Donovan 


SWAT 

Robert Allman 

Ludwig Nicholas Ladas 11 

Airborne 

Capt. John Early 

Aviation 

Walt Darran 

Dana DrenkowskI 

Rocky Kemp 

KnivesfPolice Weaponry 

David Steele 

Survival 

N.E. MacDougald 
West Coast, U.S.A, 

Marv Wolf 
Africa 
Al J. Venter 


BUSINESS MANAGER 
Eugene A. Barron 
OFFICE MANAGER 
TA Greene 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
J. Shults 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
D. Powles 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Daryl Tucker 
TYPOGRAPHER 
T. Edwin V. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
S. Nielsen 
MAIL FOREMEN 
Reg -Houlihan 

SUBSCRIPTION FULFILLMENT 
DATA FILES INC. 

100.S. Uhle Street 
Arlington. VA 22204 
(703) 892-0908 


100 CaMe Cortez. Dept SF6-80, Temequta, California 92390 



SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS 
CALL 

(703) 892-0906 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120- 
510) is published monthly by Omega Group Limited, 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder, CO 80303. (303) 
449-3750. Application To Mail At Controlled Circula¬ 
tion Postage Rates Is Pending At Denver, Colorado. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to DATA FILES 
INC., 100 So. Uhle St., Arlington. VA 22204. $20.00 for 
Twelve-Issue, Subscription. Domestic First Class; 
$3,00 — Air Canada & Mexico; $12.00 — Air Europe & 
Latin America; $15.00 •— Air AM Other Continents. For 
Twelve-Issue Subscription add $14.00 — Domestic 
First Class; $6,00 — Air Canada & Mexico; $24.00 — 
Air Europe & Latin America; $30.00 Ajr All Other 
Continents. Single Issue Price -- $2.25. 
CONTRIBUTORS; Manuscripts, photographs, draw¬ 
ings are submitted at the contributor's own risk. 
Material should be mailed to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
P.O. BOX 693, Boulder, CO 80306, and cannot be 
returned unless accompanied by sufficient postage. 
Any material accepted is subject to such revision as Is 
necessary to meet the editorial requirements of SOF. 
Ail manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. All 
photographs should be accompanied by captions. 
Payment will be made at rates current at time of 
publication. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB¬ 
LEMS: Six weeks notice is required on all changes 
of address. Send old address as well as new to: 
Gene Bedner, DATA FILES INC., 100 So. Uhle St., 
Arlington, VA 22204. 


Copyright <C) 1980 by Omega Group Limited 
All Rights Reserved 
























































SOLDIER FORTUNE 


I 


JUNE/1980 


COVER: Civilian employee of Aberdeen, Md., proving ground 
with XM249 MINIMI, one of the light machine guns being con* 
sidered as the new Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) for use 
by Army and Marine infantry. See Lethai Lightweights, page 
46. 


I 


VOL 5, NO. 6 


SILENT INVASION 26 

N.E. MacDougald 

U.S. has hands tied in confronting the brown 
peril, Mexican illegals. 


FROM ESCAPE 
TO ESCAPISM 32 

M.L Jones & John Donovan 

Flight to freedom vehicle becomes recreational 
tool. 


ANNUAL S.H.O.T. SHOW/ 34 

Dana K. Drenkowski & 

N.E. MacDougald 

SOF takes a iook at the newest sporting goods. 


DELTA AMBUSH 40 

Chris Doyle 

Kit Carson Scouts: An action arm of the Phoenix 
Program. 


LETHAL LIGHTWEIGHTS 46 

Tom Wilkinson 

Army decides to develop Squad Automatic 
Weapon. 


Bulletin Board. 6 

FLAK. 8 

Terrain & Srtualion.10 

Combat Pistolcraft.12 

Cuss & Discuss.14 

It Happened to Me.24 





Page 46 


Page 66 


GUNS FOR GALS 52 

Bill Carpenter 

Ladies’ home defense was never like this. 


RSA’S CUBAN KILLER 54 

Bob Poos 

200 KIAs in six hours: 9mm pistol the final solu¬ 
tion. 


HANDY BUT HIDDEN 56 

Daryl Tucker 

Put It in your pocket. Pros and cons of compact 
cameras in the field. 


MUSHONGA 62 

Jake Jatras 

Communist amulet doesn’t replace that old 
black magic. 


WOLF PACK SKIPPER 66 

Marv Wolf 

German sub commander makes longest patrol of 
WWII, 


MIDDLE AGE BASH 72 

Bob Aldridge 

Laid low with a lance — Sir Galahad rides again. 


I Was There.25 

Editorial.61 

In Review.64 

Advertiser’s Index.90 

Classifieds.91 


















































BnuETnr 

BOARD 





by Jim Graves 


S CRATCH ONE 
BAG ... 

Salisbury, Rhodesia — Rhodesian 
bomb disposal experts blew up a 
camera bag belonging to Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. Brown of Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine. It had been left 
In a book store. 

Police said the bag was regarded 
as a “suspicious object.” 

Shops and offices in the vicinity 
were evacuated while the disposal ex¬ 
perts carried out a “controlled explo¬ 
sion” to destroy the bag. 

The technique is used routinely In 
Rhodesia as part of security precau¬ 
tions following several bombings in 
the run up to the recent independence 
elections. 

Brown could not be reached for 
comment at press time. 

M ilitary reunion 
NOTES ... 

Special Forces Association Memo¬ 
rial Convention ’80 is scheduled for 
July 2-6 in Fayetteville, N.C. For fur¬ 
ther information, contact Joseph Sey- 
er, 2020 Blltmore Road, Fayetteville, 
NC 28304 or “Pappy” Greer, P.O. Box 
40122, Fayetteville, NC 28304. 

The 34th reunion of the First Spe¬ 
cial Service Force (World War II) will 
be held August 14-16 in Helena, Mont. 
For additional information, contact 
William S. Story, 11815 Quarter Horse 
Court, Oakton, VA 22t24. 

The Third Marine Division Associa¬ 
tion will hold its 26th annual reunion 
July 23-27 at the Riverfront Towers in 
St. Louis, Mo. For more information, 
write Tom Stowe, 4711 W. Braddock 
Road, No. 2, Alexandria, VA 22311, or 
phone, (703) 379-7310. 

Members of Airborne units are 
reminded that June 6th has been 
selected by the Allied Airborne 
Association and the United States Ar¬ 
my Ranger Association as “Airborne 
Memorial Day.” The Association is 
also encouraging members to wear a 
blue ribbon on the their left lapel 
along with their unit pin or wings as a 
tribute to the men who lost their lives 
while serving with airborne units. 

The 101st Airborne Division As¬ 
sociation’s 35th annual reunion is 
scheduled to be held at the Hyatt 


Regency Hotel In Nashville, Tenn., 
August 14-16. For additional informa¬ 
tion contact: Secretary, 101st Air¬ 
borne Division Association, P.O. Box 
101AB, East Detroit, Ml 48021. 

A Board of Governors meeting. 
Open to all members of the 11th Air¬ 
borne Division Association, will be 
held in July, In Phoenix, Ariz. Contact 
Richard L. Hoyt, Box 373, Johnson, 
AR 72741, for details. 

V HISTORY 
OF VIETNAM WAR ... 

The National Endowment for the 
Arts, a government agency which 
underwrites scholarly research, said 
it would provide $1.2 million to public 
television station WGBH in Boston to 
help produce a 13-hour series on the 
war in Vietnam. 

The entire project is expected to 
cost $4 million and will be produced 
with the help of Associated Televi¬ 
sion of Great Britain, Antenne Deux 
Television of France and the 
American Broadcasting Company. 

The programs are to be ready for 
showing in the fall of 1981 and the in¬ 
tent is to cover every aspect of the 
war. Interviews are to be conducted 
with the victorious communists, 
American soliders, the U.S. diplomats 
who first engaged the United States 
in Indochina after France’s defeat at 
Dien Bien Phu, the “boat people” who 
fled by sea, the defeated French and 
career soldiers who were frustrated in 
the war. Stanley Karnow will be the 
chief interviewer for the 13-hour pro¬ 
gram. 

“The war is still alive,” says Kar¬ 
now. “It’s alive in controversy. History 
is always being re-evaluated. Every 
generation sees it in a different way. 
It’s going to be our view of it. It’s go¬ 
ing to be an attempt to be fair. We’re 
not grinding any axes.” 

HE BOYS FROM 
BATF ... 

As if they didn’t already have 
enough of an image and public rela¬ 
tions problem, the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment’s Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire¬ 
arms Bureau took one to the chin 
when special agent Francis X. Mc¬ 
Cann was indicted for allegedly sex- 

Contmued on page 82 
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DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


by Ragnar Benson 

Tells the survivalist how to collect large or small numbers of wild game under any 
circumstances, using Indian secrets. The author, an old-timer with 40 years of poach¬ 
ing experience, was taught these methods early in this century by an Ojibway Indian. 
Since our country faces an uncertain future, he wanted to pass along these methods 
to you. Shows specific collection methods for deer, elk. bear, moose, beaver, mink, 
muskrat, trout, salmon, grouse, pheasant, ducks, and many others. A particularly 
useful chapter tells the principles of entrance, evasion, and exit. Also covers lessons 
in scouting and woodcraft, equipment, firearms selection, and ammo choices. In¬ 
cludes over 30 line drawings detailing many ingenious traps, snares, and deadfalls. 
Truly a worthwhile addition to your survival library. Available February 1980.5’^ xS’^^, 
250 pp.. illus., hardcover. $12.95 


POLICE TACTICS IN 
ARMED OPERATIONS 
by Colin Greenwood 
To give police and lawfully armed 
citizens a definite tactical advan¬ 
tage in "firefight” situations. Colin 
Greenwood has written this life 
saving manual Loaded with no- 
nonsense. practical advice on 
weapons and equipment, firearms 
training, tactics, and much more 
8' X 11, hardcover, illus., 320 pp. 

$19.95 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS II: 

"The Handgun" 
by Bill Holmes 

Now available, the tong awaited sequel to Holmes 
first book. The Submachine Gun. Included are two 
complete firearms designs, one for a semi or fully 
automatic pistol, the other for a single-shot, falling 
block handgun, As with the first volume in this ser¬ 
ies. the author has written in a clear, simple style, 
and provided photos and working drawings of each 
component needed to build the two handguns. 5’/^ x 
8'4. 140 pp.. illus.. softcover. $6.00 


WAR STORY 

by Jim Morris 

At last, the gripping story of the 
Vietnam War is told by a former 
Green Beret as it actually hap¬ 
pened, not as reported by the 
media. Read the author’s personal 
account of the counter-guerrilla 
operations he fought in jungles of 
Vietnam — a country no longer 
free. 342 pp., 6x9, clothbound. 

$12.95 


SILENCERS FOR 
HAND FIREARMS 

by Siegfried F. Huebner 
Learn all about silencer principles, 
silencers in WW II. clandestine 
weapons, and much more from the 
world’s foremost expert in firearm 
silencers. Huebner has drawn from 
extensive research at the Mauser 
works. Heckler and Koch, and the 
German Army Proving Ground to 
produce this complete and author¬ 
itative text. 6'/? x 11 100 pp. 59.95 


THE CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR 
by Robert Chapman 
Reveals the secret world of to¬ 
day’s terrorists. Robert Chapman, 
a 27 year CIA veteran, draws heavi¬ 
ly from his first-hand experiences 
In this deadly field. He tells how 
terrorists operate, and why 80 per¬ 
cent of terrorist operations are 
very successful. A definitive and 
up-to-date study by a true authori¬ 
ty on counterterrorism. 5% x 8‘/^. 
hardcover. 200 pp. $12.95 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

An hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophisticated 
and involved tricks are included, as 
devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics. X 8V&, 180 pp., 

hardcover, $9.95 


THE 

CRIMSON WEB 
OF TERROR 


iX Ditty TrMf 


THE QUIET KILLERS II; 

SILENCER UPDATE 
by J. David Truby 

Explores the grim role of firearms silencers in 
society today. Not just another rehash of past works 
on silencers! The author investigates current inter¬ 
national trends in silencer construction and use, 
both legal and illegal. Rare interviews and photos, 
collected as only Dr. Truby can. detail the silent 
assassination techniques recently practiced by spe¬ 
cial agents, mob hitmen, terrorists, and others. A 
unique and up-to-date addition tb your silencer 
bookshelf. 5’/& x 8’4 92 pp.. illus., softcover. $6.00 


BLACK MEDICINE I & II 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Volume I, The Dark Art of Death, 
is a thorough analysis of the hu¬ 
man body's vital points, and how 
to exploit them in hand-to-hand 
combat. Volume II, Weapons At 
Hand, presents 112 injury resistant 
parts of the body that are natural 
weapons, as well as 180 lethal 
makeshift weapons. 5V& x 8V&, ac¬ 
tion photos. The Set: $16.00 
Each Volume: $8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS I: 

"The Submachine Gun” 
by Bill Holmes 

Provides alt the Information you 
need to build a submachine gun in 
your home workshop, using 
improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing methods, Explains step-by- 
step how to build each component 
of your weapon, then heat treat 
and blue it. 5*6 x 8’/^, 140 pp.. illus.. 
softcover, $6.00 


SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS 
FM 1-3B 

A revealing, detailed look at the fantastically effec¬ 
tive sniping techniques employed by the famous 
Marine snipers in Vietnam Comprehensive chapters 
include 1 Sniper Training. 2 Sniper Equipment. 3 
Marksmanship Training 4 Intelligence Collection. 
5 Sniper Employment Includes a technical discus¬ 
sion of the electro-optical Starlight Scope. Learn 
effective camouflage techniques A valuable refer¬ 
ence work for the military ordnance buff and the 
hunter 4 X 7. 270 pp.. 90 illustrations softcover 

$10.95 


QUICK OR DEAD 

by William Cassidy 
The most important book on com¬ 
bat handgunning of the decade! 
Discusses the contributions and 
techniques of every modern mas¬ 
ter of the handgun, such as Apple- 
gate. Fairbairn, Cooper. Fitz¬ 
Gerald. and many more. Also pro¬ 
vides a complete training course 
for combat handgunners. x 8*4, 
180 pp.. illus.. hardcover. $10,95 


SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 
by Sgt Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert J. Scroggle 

This one-of-a-kind work, compiled by two Army 
ordnance experts eliminates the mysteries, mis¬ 
conceptions and myths surrounding the effective 
use of small arms in combat Invaluable information 
distilled from extensive tests at the home of the 
Green Berets at Ft. Bragg. N C 8’-:? x llclothbound. 
120 pp . 130 photos P__$1^95 




OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

• Th.e Firearms DlctLoxiary. .$€ 
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• To Keep And Bear Arms.$1C 

• Deal The First Deadly Blow.$1S 

• Do Or Die .$£ 
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GATALOGI 
Catalog free 
with order. 


Please send me the following titles: 


Not Available In CANADA 

• How To Kill, Vols. I, II, m & IV CBach Volnme^SS.OO 

The Set.$a0.00 

• Shooting To Live ..$8.98 

• The Complete Book Of Knife Fighting .$10.98 

• Black Bag Owner’s Manual I: ^iSpookcentre” ... $6.00 

• The Save Your Life Defense Handbook .$8.98 

a OSS Sabotage And Demolition Manual.$18.98 

• Principles of Personal Defense.$4.00 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 



Compare These Prices Anywhere 


• 19" overall 

• 15"edm 

• itecl blade 

• canvas < 
sheath j 


BUSHWHACKER 


^BOLO I 
MACHETE 


MACHETE 


20” overall 
18" edge 
steel bude 
canvas sheath 


• 23" overall 
•18" edge 

• steel blade 

• canvas sheath 


f HATCHET 
r* wooden handle 

• 15V^" overall 

• 2 lbs. 


SAWTOOTH 

MACHETE 

• 25" overall j 

• sawteeth i 
on back J 


CAMP 

AXE 

[lass handle 
overall 


COMBAT 

KNIFE 


• 12" overall 

• 7" edge 

• steel blade 

• sheath 


MARINE 

KNIFE 

lOl/j” overall a 
5" edge a 


• steel blade 

• sheath 


9Vli" overall 

• 5"edw 

• steel blade I 

• sawteeth on back SURVIVAI/ 

• sheath KNIFE 

• whetstone 


LIMITED II 
UFFfcK 


Please send me_knifc(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 

$5.95 each or $5.00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1,00 posuge for first knife and 50 cents for each addi> 
tional knife. Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 


Knives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 

Quan. Quan. Quan. Quan. 

A C_E__ G 

B 

n 

F H 



I 

Name . _ 



Addrett 

City 

State. 

Zip 


VISA 

MASTER CHARr.F 

Exd. Date 


Card Number. 

Si^ature 


Mail to: TIFFIN IN TERN A TIONA L, 

P.O. Box 881, Clanton, AL 35045. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


FLAK 






S AS TROOPER 

TAKES EXCEPTION ... 

Sirs: 

I found John Howard’s interview with 
Chris Dempster (SOF, June *79) inter¬ 
esting, particularly the remarks about a 
very good friend of mine — Peter 
McAleese. Like most SAS men, I spent 
my first term of military life as a member 
of the Parachute Regiment — with SAS 
time, a total of 20 years, so what I am go¬ 
ing to tell you is not the rambling of some 
sprog (recruit). 

Let’s start with Dempster. As a liar he 
should receive an Oscar. As a man he 
should receive a hard punch on the jaw — 
if one could find where he had run to! As 
a so-called soldier he should get a bullet 
between the eyes. In fact, I am staining 
the reputation of professional soldiers 
everywhere by calling him soldier. 

I was a member of the SAS when 
Dempster attended the selection course. I 
distinctly recall our receiving his report 
from the Paras prior to the course’s start¬ 
ing. I quote, “We do not visualize this 
man succeeding in passing the SAS selec¬ 
tion course due to the following reasons: 
A. He lacks the high intelligence normally 
associated with an SAS soldier. B. He is a 
bully not liked by many people in the Par^ 
Regiment. C. His soldiering ability leaves 
a lot to be desired. D. He can’t keep his 
mouth shut, therefore is to be considered: 
a security'risk.’’ 

All this we found to be true. He was 
quickly returned to his unit — not for the 
reasons he gave in his interview — but for 
unfitness, lack of determination and ob¬ 
vious lack of initiative. The fact that he 
was put on a cook’s course sums up what 
everyone in the airborne thought of him 
— we have blokes here in Hereford with 
arms, eyes and legs missing who are still 
soldiering merrily away. Oh yes, he was 
shit-scared of parachuting! 


Let’s get a few facts straightened out 
about the man he denounced, Pete 
McAleese. On return from Angola, Pete, 
unlike Dempster, didn’t hurry off to a 
publisher to get all his lies put into book 
form (all the witnesses to Dempster’s 
bravado are dead). No, Pete flew out to 
Rhodesia where he went through the selec¬ 
tion for the Rhodesian SAS and received a 
first class pass. 

Once in the operational SAS he very 
quickly established himself to be the 
soldier he is and was respected by all his 
fellow soldiers. After god knows how 
many operations in the bush, Pete trans¬ 
ferred to the famous Selous Scouts where 
he is now. This is the guy Bum Dempster 
ran down! Dempster couldn’t lace his 
boots! 

I hope you print this letter as a lot of 
professionals this side of the Atlantic were 
pretty angry about the way you printed 
Dempster’s lies without any confirmation. 

Yours sincerely. 

Bob Watson 

Hereford, United Kingdom 

Thanks for giving us the other side of 
the story,—The Eds, 

X-BOBBY 

DISCOVERS SOF ... 

Sirs: 

Congratulations on a suberb publica¬ 
tion. I am impressed by SOF’s standpoint 
and alignment on world and U.S. do¬ 
mestic issues. I found the interview with 
Brian Crozier, “International Strategist 
Forecasts Future,’’ (SOF, December ’79), 
especially interesting, since I have been 
acutely aware of the possibility of Great 
Britain becoming a Russian satellite state, 
prior to the election of the Conservative 
Party into government office. 

I am an ex-British military policeman 
and ex-regular police officer and there is 

Continued on page 87 
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Adventure Book Club 



4, The Terrorists: Their Weapons, Leaders and Tactics By 
Christopher Dobson and Ronald Payne. The inside story 
of the men and women who threaten us daily. A com¬ 
plete Intelligence dossier including full-color illustrations 
of weapons of terror. 

Publisher’s Price $14.95 


7. The Last Adventurer By Rolf Steiner. A gripping story of 
a modem Legionnaire turned mercenary. Military exper¬ 
tise teamed with moral integrity on the battlefields of 
Indochina, Algeria, Biafra and the Sudan. 

Publisher’s Pnce $9.95 


8. Small Anns ol The World. New, completely revised 11th 
edition of the most comprehensive hrearms reference 
ever published. Arms of 42 nations from 1900 to pres¬ 
ent. 072 pages, over 2000 photos. 

Publisher s Price $25.00 


The Adventure Book Club is for you, the man who 
craves action. You are the man who strives to exper¬ 
ience all the excitement of struggle, achievement and 
victory. You want to know more about your world of 
adventure and all it can hold for you. You are the vet¬ 
eran, the climber of mountains, the hunter, the sky- 
diver, the soldier of fortune, the explorer of the un¬ 
explored. You want to know what Is happening in the 
action spots around the globe. You want to have in¬ 
formation about your gear, your weapons, how to get 
there and what to do when you arrive. 

The editors of The Adventure Book Club have built 
THE book club for adventurers. We will not flood you 
with books you can purchase at any drugstore or 
newsstand. We will pick from books throughout the 
world the very best for you. You will be able to 
choose books on all subjects that are important to 
you: weapons; self-defense; aircraft; combat; hunt¬ 
ing; insurgents; intelligence services; mercenaries; 
terrorists; and travel. 

In addition, we also offer you fantastic true adven¬ 
tures and some of the finest fiction available today. 
We will provide you with the information you need to 
stay vital and aware, and in quieter times, entertain 
you with tales of men like yourself. 

As a club member, you will get these books at a very 
substantial savings—as much as 60% off publishers’ 
list prices. We save you the bother of looking from 
store to store for the books you want, and we will 
save you money. 


TOGETHER WITH ANY OF 
THESE BOOKS AT SPECIAL 
MEMBER’S PRICE 


1. Escaoe From Laos Bv Dieter Dengier. This true story of 
Dengler's escape from a Pathet Lao prison camp after 
crasning in Laos is absolutely fantastic. SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE says *T recommend it to SDF read¬ 
ers without qualification." Don't miss it! 

Publisher’s Price $10.95 Member’s Price $8.95 

2. The Wild Geese: The Irish Soldier in Exile By Maurice N. 

Hennessy. Story of the many soldiers of fortune who left 
Ireland to fight in other lands. They charged into every 
major conflict from Louis XIV to WWII. Illust. 
Publisher's Price $9.95 Member’s Price $8.50 

3. The Grunts By Charles R. Anderson. Trie true story of 
what happened to one marine company during one 58- 
day operation in Viet Nam and after. A powerful and 
shaking description of the horrors of war. 

Publisher's Price $9.95 Member's Price $7.95 

5. Fodor's Worldwide Adventure Guide. Handbook of 
practical information about exotic destinations and activ¬ 
ities including Africa, Asia, Europe and South America. 
Fascinating trips, extraordinary expeditions, wilderness 
adventures. 376 pages. 

Publisher’s Price $10,95 Member’s Price $8.95 

6. The Save-Your-Life Oefenis Handbook By Matt Braun. 
A tormer Ranger covers the full range of defense tactics 
needed to protect self, home and fami^ from unwanted 
intruders. Deadly serious techniques. 6Q action photos. 
Publisher's Price $10.00 Membor’t Price $8.50 

9. Death In The Long Grass: A Big Game Hunter's Adven¬ 
ture in the African Bush by Peter Hathaway Capstick, 
This is an extremely exciting book. The author writes 
very well and tells tales almost beyond belief of his many 
life-and-death encounters with the most dangerous 
game in the world: lions, leopards, elephants, croco¬ 
diles. etc. Tiy it for a different kind of adventure—you 
will not be disappointed. 

Publisher’s Price $10.00 Member's Price $8.50 


10. Chopperl By Bern Keating. Pictorial saga and history of 
choppers in action—in war and peace. All the romance 
and excitement of these extraordinary machines. Over 
200 photos, many in color. 

Publisher’s Price $16.95 Member’s Price $14.40 

11. Armies of The Middle East by Otto von Pivka. The only 
book available giving superior and detailed study of the 
Middle East Armies (22 nations)—their aims, weapons, 
equipment, tactics, organization, training, uniforms and 
histories. A large section of detailed maps and many il¬ 
lustrations make clear the course of all the wars in this 
area since 1948. 168 pages, illus.. maps. 

Publisher’s Price $1 2.95 Member’s Price $10.95 

12. The Gun That Made The Twenties Roar by William J. 
Helmer. The whole story of the labeled "Tommygun ” 
which TIME called "The deadliest weapon, pound for 
pound, ever devised by man". This fine book details the 
development of the Thompson, originally as a "Trench- 
broom" and its adoption by the roboer barons, IRA, po¬ 
lice and military. Includes a reprint of the rare and 
famous 1921 HANDBOOK OF THE THOMPSON SUB¬ 
MACHINE GUN. 302 pages, illus., index, notes. 
Publisher's Price $16.95 Member’s Price $14.95 

13. Airborne by Edwin P. Hoyt. A history of the elite airborne 
troops from the days in 1918 when Billy Mitchell planned 
to attack the Germans behind their trenches to the pre¬ 
sent day airmobile operations in Vietnam and after. 
Vivid, exciting writing—“A recommended military his¬ 
tory 228 pages, ilius., maps, index. 

Publisher’s Price $12.95 Member’s Price $9.95 


HOW MEMBERSHIP WORKS: Every month you will receive the ADVENTURE 
NEWS. This informative bulletin describes the Current Selection plus all of 
the other Alternate Selections. If you wish to purchase the Current 
Selection, DO NOTHING and it will be shipped to you automatically If you 
want one or more of the Alternate Selections—or NO book at all that 
month—just indicate your decision on the printed lorm always provided 
You will always have at least 10 days to make a decision. If your Bulletin 
is delayed in the mail and you receive the Current Selection without 
having had 10 days to decide whether or not you want it. just return it at 
our expense. 



sJra 


IkttMIfturtiotikiOtUb Pept 3SQF. 33 Union Square West. New York. N Y 10003 


inc Mcw aiiu cauvih 

CLUB Send me selection 


3 Please enroll me as a. Charter Member of above absolutely FREE. Forthcoming selections 
the'new and exciting ADVENTURE BOOK will be described to me in a monthly advance buf- 

-u as my fetin and I may decline any book by simply return- 

fng the printed form always provided. I agree to 
buy as few as four additional books at the reduced 
Member’s Price (plus a small shipping charge) dur¬ 
ing the next 12 months, and 1 may resign at any 
time thereafter. 


first selection. As my FREE selection, send me 

selection H _ I will pay the special 

membership price for my first selection and will 
receive the second selection that I have indicated 


Name- 


Address . 
City_ 


State- 


Zlp 


□ I enclose $_ 


Telephone No.. 


. (You pay postage) □ Bill me (I pay postage) 
_Signature_ 
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ON THE MARK 


Once in a great while, along comes 
a new concept in guns. Some are 
novel, but don't quite make it. 

Yet in spite of all obstacles, the 
truly great ones find their place. 
And as time goes by, even the 
most doubtful among us gain an 
appreciation for them. And yes, 
even endorse them in the ultimate 
way—by owning one. So it is 
with the CA Mark 45 cal. and 
the 9mm semi-automatic carbines. 
Some have been shocked by 
their appearance, which is not 
merely cosmetic, but a result of 
highly practical design which, 
incidentally, added a great deal 
to their look of authority. 

This proved to be a big plus since 
they were originally designed as 
a deterrent weapon for law 
enforcement. They were never 
intended to be pretty, they were 
built to be tough—and to keep 
the cost reasonable. Their 
performance has proven to be so 
amazing, they have emerged as 
one of the most popular deterrent 
weapons for farmers, remote area 
dwellers, hunters, collectors, and 
anyone who has a need for this 
kind of protection. 

If you need more details on the 
Mark 45 or 9mm, see your dealer or 
write for Brochure #Q80. 


4S CAL SEMI-AUTOMATIC CARBINE 



MABE9 


9 MM SEMI AUTOMATIC CARBINE 


Illustrated with vertical 
front grip 

Horizontal or vertical 
front grip models, 

$19500 

Legal for private 
ownership. 


CA 


INC 


Nickel plate optional—add 
$30.00 to above price. 


Distributed by C.A. Inc., 
P.O. Box 10214 
Knoxville. TN 37919 
615-523-3393 


TERSAIH& 

SimilQN 


Jerry Ahern 




RPB MAC 10 45 
— “point-and- 
shoot” 

accuracy’s no 
problem, says 
Ahern — shown 
with Colt MKIV 
Series 70 45 ACP 
pistol. Photo: 
Sharon Ahern. 


P ACHMAYR has long been known for 
making some of the best fitting, most 
practical replacement grips around. One 
of their lineup’s newest additions is 
Signature grips for the little Detonics 45 
auto. I’ve been using a Detonics regularly 
for better than a year and with a Metalife 
SS Chromium M finish for the last six 
months or so. Using Federal’s gaping 
185-grain JHP 45 loads or their 230-grain 
FMC hardball round, the Detonics per¬ 
forms virtually flawlessly, whether using 
six-round Detonics stainless-steel mag¬ 
azines, Colt-sized Lacha stainless mag¬ 
azines or the actual Colt magazines them¬ 
selves. Though the Detonics comes from 
the factory with well-finished, functional 
checkered walnut grip panels — a la Colt 
style — the flat mainspring housing is 
either a cut-down Pachmayr insert or an 
identical twin. It seemed logical for 
Pachmayr to offer grips for the gun — 
now they do. 

Like standard GM-45 grips, these new 
Pachmayrs are one-piece, metal-rein¬ 
forced, checkered rubber, circling round 
the front strap of the pistol to give added 
tactility under all shooting conditions. 
With the existing flat mainspring housing 
unit, the Detonics looks somehow more 
complete than before. And it is more of a 
lifetime, all-weather gun as well. 

Through Detonics now offers the 45 in 
stainless and hard-chromed finishes, my 
early Detonics was blue, with an added 
stainless-steel barrel. The magazine was 
also stainless. For a gun carried close to 


the body, yet big enough in caliber for 
even the roughest chores, the Detonics 
needed one of the best finishes available. I 
chose the Metalife job from personal ob¬ 
servation and the recommendation of 
knowledgeable friends. Later, I found 
many of the nation’s top pistolsmiths 
whom I interviewed for a section of a 
forthcoming book recommended the Met¬ 
alife finish as well. 

After its treatment, the gun displayed 
amazing resistance to body acids, mois¬ 
ture and neglect. Since I test a great many 
handguns, I always had some excuse to be 
on the range over the last several months 
and to unlimber the Detonics and pump 
some Federal ammo through it. I rarely 
had the time to clean it properly after 
finishing a day’s shooting. The Detonics 
and the Metalife finish have held up 
amazingly well. Now the new Pachmayr 
grips eliminate any fear of damage by nor¬ 
mal use (or reasonable neglect). 

Many shooters boast that Pachmayrs 
soften felt recoil and this may be true. I’ve 
never really noticed a great deal of change 
with various Walther, Browning and 
Smith revolvers. Yet, added gripping sur¬ 
face and more positive feel cannot be 
denied, even under conditions of extreme 
temperature or moisture. Just under $20, 
the Pachmayr Detonics grips are a solid 
investment for anyone owning the com¬ 
pact little 45, and well worth a look for 


Continued on page 22 
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ATribute TbX^LOR 


“ JA/s is destined to be acclaimed as the most spectacular object ever 
made available to honor the brave soldiers^ sailors and airmen of 
the United States, England and Canada who risked—and in many cases 
gave—their lives for freedom in the D-Day Invasion in World WirW 



WILKISSOPl 


BY APWHVIMJAT 
!{. TIU: IH Kt ()F HN! 
snOHDCl'TlYX^ 

Wll SWOROI 


LONDON 

ESTABLISHED 1772 


The D-Day Comntemorative Commando Knife with iS-Karat 
^old-ott-brass hilt and luxurious gyeen velvet-covered 
display case. Shown approximately one-half actual size. 


**Soidier5, Sailors, and Airmen.,. You are 
about to embark upon the Great Crusade 
...Yourtask will not be an easy one. Your 
enemy is well trained, well equipped and 
battle hardened. He will fight savagely.. 
We will accept nothing less than full 

^ (Night of June 5-6» 1944) 


I n this, the 35th anniversary year of World War 
II victoty, The American Historical Foundation 
and Wilkinson Sword Linuted honor l>Day, 
''the greatest invasion of all time? with the issuance 
of the same famous World War U Commando Knife 
carried by many of the herpic American, British and 
Canadian soldiers, sailors and airmen in the con>- 
bined military assault of 6 June 1944 on “Hitler’s 
Fortress Europe’.’ 

This is the first time in over 35 years that the 
maker of the original, now famous. World War II Fair- 
baim-Sykes Fighting Knife has made thislong'hilted, 
chequered-grip classic. This is nor simply a reproduc¬ 
tion but a genuine F-S Fighting Knife, reissued for 
this limited edition by the original maker, with rich, 
museunrquaiity embellishments and finish. It takes 
it’s rightful place in the succession of historic edged 
weapons mile in the Sword Works in London, Eng¬ 
land of the 208 year old Wilkinson Sword Limited. 
Limited^ Individually Numbered Edition 
Only twenty-five hundred will \x made world¬ 
wide for collectors, military historians, museums and 
soldiers, sailors and airmen of W^rld War 11 and their 
families. Each knife will be individually numbered 
and registered with The American Historical Founda¬ 
tion. A luxurious, dark-green, velvet-lined and fitted, 
richly gold-tooled presentation case with brass clo¬ 
sure clasps will acconpany your knife. This is the 
most spectacular version ever issued of this Com¬ 
mando Knife; experts agree that these will be greatly 
sought after by collectors. 

You will own a legacy of one of the proudest 
moments in American history, which can be passed 
along to future generations of your family to serve as 


a reminder to them of your interest in military histoiy 
and quite possibly of your p^icipation, or thepaitici- 
pation of one of your relatives, in this heroic assault. 

You will also take pride in owning one of the fin¬ 
est examples of English craftsmanshipever created— 
a rare and unusual showpiece which can be exhibited 
and enjoyed. When you hold this classic knife in your 
hand and feel its absolutely perfect balance (protebly 
unlike anything you’ve ever held before), you will 
know why it is considered one of the greatest knives 
of all time. 

Elaborate^ Battle-Worthy Blade 

The world-renowned Swoidsmiths of Wilkinson 
Sword Li mited in London will forge the battle-worthy 
blade of your knife from a red hot billet of high car¬ 
bon sword steel. They will harden and temper the 
blade to the most demixlingcombat standards. Then 
they will preciselygrind the blade, polish it to a mir¬ 
ror finish and elaborately etch it on both sides. It 
will be one of the finest examples of artistiy-in-steel 
ever created. 

The inscription in the foliate banner on the pre¬ 
sentation side of the blade reads: “In Honor of the D- 
Day Invasion, Sixth of June, 19441’ The insignia of the 
Suprenoe Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force, 
representative of the victorious joint Allied effort un¬ 
der the command of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
crowns the shoulder of the blade. 

On the reverse of the blade the Swordsmiths will 
etch in an elaborate banner General Eisenhower’s fa¬ 
mous pre-invasion command: “Accept Nothing Less 
Than riill Victory!” For the first time since the war, 
the wartime Wilkinson Sword crossed-sword trade¬ 
mark will be etched on the shoulder of the blade. This 
has been selected from the historic Wilkinson Sword 
pattern library in London especially for this issue. 
18-Kanit Goldon-Brass Hilt 

The Swordsmith will then hand fit the magnifi¬ 
cent 18 karat gold-on-brass chequered grip and top 
nut and richly gold-platod steel cross gu^ to the full- 
length blade tang for perfect alignment and combat 
strength. Finally, the Swordsmith will sight down the 
blade, test the balance of the knife in his experienced 
hands and inspect the knife in all particulars before 
giving it his final nod of approval—both asa battle- 


The American Historical Foundation • \3tb West [Vfain Street •Ridimond.Va. 23220(804)353-1912 


worthy knife and as a museunhquality showpiece. 

To accompany your knife and display case you 
will also receive an exact reproduction of the historic 
command letter signed by General Eisenhower and 
distributed to the troops of the invasion armada the 
night before D-Day. This and the numbered Certifi¬ 
cate of Authenticity can be displayed with your knife. 

You will also be made a noember of The American 
Historical Foundation and have the opportunity to 
add to your collection subsequent limited edition 
knife issues in this series, with matching registry 
numbers. These knives, with different sp^tacular 
finishes and materials, will honor other major World 
War II Allied victories. As a member, you will also 
receive, at no expense, hard-toobtain expert infor¬ 
mation concerning the histoiy,' care, display and col¬ 
lecting of knives and swords. 

How To Reserve 

This is available exclusively through The Amer¬ 
ican Historical Foundation. \bu may write, call, per¬ 
sonally visit or use the reservation form below. Reser¬ 
vations will be honored on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Prompt action in ordering will result in secur¬ 
ing the lowest registry number. K^uests for special 
registry numbers will be honored, if possible. 

This original issue price is subject to advance 
without notice. Prompt action is suiested to avoid 
the inevitability of higher prices andthe completion 
of the reservation roster for thisstrictly limited edition. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction GtMMTMitciMt or RctHm In 30 Days tor FuU Rchual 
To: The American Historical Foutidalioo 
1316 West Main Street, Dept.SF 
Richmond, Vii^ia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-1812 
24-hour loll free reservations (800) 331-17.50 

□I enclose 1245 as payment in full for the D-Day Invasion 
Commemorative Commando Knife, with velvet-lined 
p^ntation case. Certificate of Authenticity, General 
Eisenhower command letter and Foundation membership. 

□I enclofic my deposit of $45. Please invoice me prior to 
delivery for the balance. 

Name: . 

Address: ... 


For Visa or Master Charge, please send account number, 
expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 
















Learn The 
Modern Technique 
of Defensive 
Pistoicraft 
At Jeff Cooper’s 
World Famous Gunsite 



In these hazardous times 
it is becoming more and 
more important for private 
citizens (as well as the 
military and police) to learn 
how to defend themselves. 
The American Pistol In¬ 
stitute fulfills this need by 
offering a basic course in 
the defensive use of the 
handgun. Gunsite students 
commence with the API 
technique of safety in gun¬ 
handling and progress 
through stance, sighting, 
trigger control, the draw, 
firing positions, mental 
conditioning for combat, 
night shooting, and the tac¬ 
tical use of the pistol. API’s 
purpose is to equip the stu¬ 
dent with such a level of 
skill, confidence and men¬ 
tal, conditioning as to 
enable him to discourage 
violence before it starts, 
but when a life or death en¬ 
counter is unavoidable, to 
stop it immediately, with 
minimum risk to by staii- 
ders. Properly motivated 
students, with reasonable 
coordination and mental 
abilities, achieve this level 
of competence on comple¬ 
tion of the basic course. For 
brochure, class schedule, 
and application form, send 
$ 1.00 to The American Pis¬ 
tol Institute, P.O. Box 401- 
X, Paulden, AZ 86334. 


COMBAT 

PISTOUIRAFT 


Jeff Cooper Ken Hackatliorn 



veic 

Q 

in 45 


SOF*s Combat Pistoicraft column wel¬ 
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a question or contribution, send it to 
Jeff Cooper, c/o SOF, P,0, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, For a quick, personal 
reply, include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope, 

I am tne proud owner of a Behlert- 
' •customized Combat Commander 
in 4^5 ACP. I’m looking for a smaller, 
lighter pistol for everyday carrying (reser¬ 
ving the 45 for serious business). 

Some possibilities I’ve been considering 
include: 

1) Walther PPKS .380. 

2) Beretta 70S .380. 

3) H&K 4 22 LR + .380. 

4) WWII Beretta .380 Italian army 
issue. 

Your comments on these or other 
weapons you might recommend would be 
greatly appreciated. 

K.I.J., Hawthorne, New Jersey 

A I wonder how you know when 
• '"serious business” is afoot. Most 
of us lack your prescience. If you wish to 
go below service calibers for personal 
defense I suggest the 22 LR, since it does 
not tend to produce a feeling offalse con¬ 
fidence, and a 22 between the eyes is just 
as effective as a 44, In pocket 22s, I favor 
the Walther line, but not exclusively as I 
have not properly evaluated this market, 

Q This summer I plan to try and 
• qualify for the National Shooter’s 
League match held in Laramie, Wyo., 
sponsored by D. Robert Burgess. I own a 
Colt Python 357 six-inch vent-rib nickel- 
plated revolver, also a Colt Series ’70 MK 
IV Gold Cup 45 caliber pistol. The place 
where I shoot most often here is an old, 
outdated range used by the city and some 
highway patrolmen to qualify monthly. I 
would greatly appreciate any information 
I could utilize. I notice that my left eye is 
much steadier than the right even though I 
shoot right-handed. 

J.R.S., Rock Springs, Wyo. 

A There is little I can say that will 
• help you with the Bufgess match. It 
is highly stylized and quite a bit off to one 


side of the practical shooting discipline. 
However, there is nothing wrong with 
"cross-eyed” pistol shooting. Some very 
good shots shoot right-handed and left¬ 
eyed — and vice versa. There is a new 
IPSC affiliate in Cody — not close but 
still within reach: Paul Card, Spirit Moun¬ 
tain Freestyle Handgunners, 1419 Alger 
Avenue, Cody, WY 82414, 

Q l’ve been a wheei-gun man for the 
• past 16 years — at times carrying 
two when the situation called for it. My 
personal choice has always been the Colt 
Python — four-inch on duty — a Jun- 
kind-tuned six-inch for competition. 
However, I can no longer deny the advan¬ 
tages of the auto loaders in combat 
shooting. The only time I carried them 
before was when I had to hit somebody 
and the cylinder wouldn’t get knocked out 
of line. That was when I was much 
younger and didn’t mind fighting the 
drunks and thugs. Since I’ve gone private 
and specialize in personal executive pro¬ 
tection, the big wheel guns are no longer 
suitable — and I’ve gotten older. I’ve 
gone to a 45 ACP Colt Combat Comman¬ 
der, but the action isn’t as smooth as I like 
and with my big hands it’ll sometimes 
twist a bit — your opinion, please? 

I’m ordering the M-S Safari Arms 
Matchmaster frame and screw-in bushing. 
I’ll retain the guts of the Commander, 
honed down a little finer, add the Safari 
extended slide release and safety and 
magazine base pads, put on Behlert’s high 
fixed-combat sights with the contrasting- 
color-dot set-up and finish up with 
Pachmayr grips. I’ve been carrying a 
Bianchi Model 4 (“Askins Avenger”) 
holster and I’ve ordered a Bianchi Model 
45 “Pistolero” rig for PPCs and combat 
shooting. I’ve got a Gold Cup trigger 
assembly that I can add. Am I on the right 
track? 


H.A.M., Bertram, Texas 

A To be quite frank, I do indeed 
• think you are on the wrong track. 
In our experience here at the school 


Continued on page 78 
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ONE 

of the best 
SURVIVAL 
MANUALS 

ever published! 


THE OFFICIAL 


U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 

One of the best and most authoritative 
manuals on survival you will ever read—a 
must for every emergency kit! This essential 
book contains all the information you need 
for times of crises and forced evacuation 
Its chapters thoroughly cover: *Survival In 
Areas Contaminated by Radiation ^Survival 
on Land (Arctic, Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) 
♦Survival at Sea ♦Survival on Sea Ice. 

You will be buying the same official U.S 
Air Force Survival Manual that has saved the 
lives of many downed pilots under ah kinds of 
emergency conditions around the world. 
Proven superior over and over in the field of 
global survival. 


This book will show you what to do when 
you get lost in the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live, 
and how to provide almost instant shelter anc 
heat. You will also learn how you can test 
quickly and safely which wild plants are edi 
ble and which are poisonous. 

You will receive vital information on Shel 
ter. Food and Water; Clothln^Equipment 
Health; First Aid; Signaling; Fire Making 
Survival Weapons, Hunting, Fishing, and 
Trapping; . . . and MUCH more. Well illus¬ 
trated and easy to understand, this book is a 
must for every man or woman who is con¬ 
cerned about the safety and survival of their 
family in the uncertain times ahead! Order 
sevefai l ^gQ pages, over 78 illustrations. 

One copy—$6.95 ppd. 

3 or more—$5.00 each ppd. 

-DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED- 

— Special Discount Offer Coupon_ 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 

P.0, Box 105, Dept. 32 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 

□ Yes I want to be prepared. I enclose 
S Please rush me postpaid: 


Print 

Name 


■Timely and Profitable Help for 

Tr oubled Americans g- $9.95 $- 

-YES! I want ALL THREE books 
by Hans J, Schneider for only 
$15.95 ($5.40 off)! 

-U.S.A.F. Survival Manual » * * 


Address. 

City _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


CHARGE IT: □ VISA Exp Date- 


□ Master Charge Bank Number_ 

Credit Card st _ 

“•♦10% discount on orders over $20. ♦— 
JUNE/80 


THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM, 

FOOD SHORTAGES,_ 

MONETARY COLLAPSE,' 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 


TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-eye! 
In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider reveals 
his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur¬ 
vival in the midst of economic and civil 
turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write It JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships, includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his country 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost took his life. 
His father, a former industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was imprisoned and 
told that he would be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve food and clothing problems ... let Mr, 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knowT first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships If you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you In simitar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, "Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival," alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It* is a crash course in the 
most essential areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving In around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre¬ 
hensive food test derived from his own experi¬ 
ence and in-depth research of various survival 
manuals. Also included is an abbreviated ver¬ 
sion taken from the Air Force Survival Man¬ 
ual. Knowledge of these tests Is a MUST. The 
same lifesaving chapter will show you what to 
do when you get lost in the wild country, or 
if you were relocated from where you NOW 
live, and how to provide almost instant shelter 
‘and heat. You will receive vital Information 
on survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid, and orientation. Lists of survival manuals 
and essential items for the survival kit (m(^st 
of which can be obtained locally and easily 
carried with you in times of emergency) are 
included. 

Now discover how you can: 

* Beat inflation and depression. 

* Protect and Increase your savings by proper 
investments. 

* Choose an exciting occupation least vulner¬ 
able to unemployment. 

* Succeed in your own business. 

* Make money, cut expenses, save time. 

* Get out of the rat race. 

* Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE. 

* Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid). 

* Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your own 
electricity without gasoline 5 different ways. 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 

* Get in top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

. . . and much, MUCH more. 

□ Mastercharge □ BankamericardA^iSA accepted. 
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WWPC 


store, and how 
. What weed 


DO YOU KNOW??? 

What essential provisions to 
some can be used for barter? 
has a tremendous healing sCTion for wounds 
and sores (page 45)? . . . Which animals are 
the most productive, economical and easiest to 
care for? , . . What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? .. . Why Hitler's on- 
rushing military might never invaded Switzer¬ 
land? . . . Why big cities will be places of In¬ 
creased terror in the coming years? . . .What 
usually follows gun registration? . . . Which in¬ 
vestments will be a disaster In the near future? 
(Believe It or not, but the funds of many 
Americans are tied up in these.) .. . Why your 
savings accounts could be wiped out overnight? 

Find the answers In 180 different concise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways to 
Identify "shady" businesses; 6 simple, inex¬ 
pensive ways to preserve your own food (one 
using just a needle and string! page 47); and 
what is even more Important for your physical 
survival than merely storing food (see pages 
214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of it ail? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You'll find out how you can wisely select 
the right place to live in the stormy times 
ahead, using the 3 "acid tests," his own unique, 
proven approach—just like Mr. Schneider did! 
He lives In a beautiful place situated In the 
mountains by a spring-fed creek without util¬ 
ity bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise. 

Ev^r considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live alt over the 
world. 

Within its 288 pages, find how you can 
turn problems into advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredom into challenge, and time 
waste of a merry-go-round existence into a 
purposeful life. 

In short, you'll discover in this book 
how to live better today and be more pre¬ 
pared for tomorrow. This valuable survival/ 
investment manual can be yours for just 
$9.95 ppd. 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of 2 
other excellent books. His latest, FLYING 
TO BE FREE (256 pages), is his personal 
never-before-told story of the years he spent 
on dangerous aviation missions through war- 
torn Europe’ and the near-fatal accounts of 
his travels in almost 100 countries. MASTERS 
OF LEGALIZED CONFUSION AND THEIR 
PUPPETS (65,000 copies in print!) Is an un¬ 
disputed eye-opener written without com¬ 
promise. These volumes will make wonder¬ 
ful additions to your library. Now ALL 
TH REE books can be obtained for just $15.95 
ppd.“$4 OFF (a 20% savings)! Prompt 
shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
sets on a plain sheet of paper and send with 
your check or money order to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP,, Dept 32, 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland. Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 
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Ready lor anything? Maybe not. You may have the 
finest weapons in the world with heaps of ammo tor 
each. You may have freeze dried food, medical supplies 
and a retreat secure from howling mobs. You may have 
Krugerrands, solar power and more tools than a Pan^r 
Division. 

None of It will do you a bit of good against weapons 
that will kill you like a roach on the kitchen floor. 
Nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. You can pro¬ 
tect yourself from them as surely as against hostile in¬ 
truders and economic crashes but you must have Lhe 
knowledge to do so. 

.Surviving Doomsday shows the individual how to sur¬ 
vive the three deadliest modes of total war. Available In 
this country for thd first time, Surviving Doomsday tells 
you how to build a shelter, stockpile intelligently, 
monitor the danger and acquire individual protective 
equipment, illustrated in full color, large format. A must 
for every survival library, order today! $6.95 -i- 55c 
postage. 

SURVIVIKG DOOMSDAY 



LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX 77035 

in Houston visit us at 2409 Times Blvd. Complete 
lllustraiH] catalog of world militaria $1. 



Our latest catalog and reference manual is here Sixty 
8’ 2 " X11 “ photo-iflustrated pages of U S Military clothing, 
equipment, and camping/survivai goods The finest 
publication of its type in the industry. Same-day no-hassle 
service, world-wide shipping, and NO JUNK Nothing more 
needs to be said. S1.00 postpaid 

Southeastern Surplus, Inc. 

720? Highway 85 fliverdalp GA 30274 


CUSS& DISCUSS 


DIGGER’S BETTER 
VS. LESS IS MORE 

/ thank all who took the time to write 
after reading the 9mm V5. 45 (Shootout, ” 
February W), In the four-plus years I 
have been with SOF, no other article has 
drawn so much mail. 

And since controversy is healthy, look 
for a forthcoming comparison of 9mm V5. 
45 from a Philadelphia P.D. Officer. 

—N.E.M. 

Black belt blasts ... 

Sirs: 

Your interesting* informative article on 
the 9mm vs. 45 intrigued me. As a 45 
handgunner, I’ve developed a fondness 
for the weapon’s handling characteristics 
and whopping power. I’ve found the good 
ones are inherently accurate. But I was 
mystified by Jack Robbins’ contention 
that neither the 9mm nor the 45 is likely to 
“knock people over like bowling pins.” 

He states, “You’d have to use a car¬ 
tridge that would hit with enough momen¬ 
tum that, when you fire it, you would be 
knocked down too.” This not only con¬ 
tradicts most people’s combat experience 
with the weapon, but raises other ques¬ 
tions. 

As a karate black belt, I can state une¬ 
quivocally that it is possible to “knock 
people over like bowling pins” with a 
punch, let alone a large chunk of high¬ 
speed metal, without being bowled over in 
turn. Better plug in some other variables, 
Jack. 

Yours truly, 

W.C. Duncan 
Lakewood, Ohio 

Thoughtful ... 

Sirs: 

Your article on the 9mm and its lethal¬ 
ity expands and supports arguments I 
have presented to friends to show the best 
pistol for domestic self-protection is a 
9n[^m automatic with large-capacity maga¬ 
zine. 

Although my friends bring up incidents 
in which 9mms did not give adequate per¬ 
formance, I remind them of the Houston 
cop who had to shoot an assailant 14 
times with a 45 — yes, he had to reload — 
or the suspect who took two pointblank 
12-gauge blasts of 00 in the chest and still 
tried to take the shotgun out of the cop’s 
hands until pulled off by the cop’s partner 
or stories of people who just kept coming 
after taking hits from high-power rifles. I 
fully believe that somewhere out there 
somebody has a great story about how it 
took a second burst of .50 caliber fire to 
put somebody down. 


Yet, while I support the 9mm, with 
proper ammunition, for domestic pur¬ 
poses, I still require some convincing that 
it is appropriate for military use because 
of the bullet shape dictated by the Geneva 
Conventions. Even the famous — or infa¬ 
mous — LEAA gelatin tests gave 9mm 
hardball an extremely ineffective rating. (I 
do not include the slug developed by the 
men interviewed by SOF, as it has not 
been adopted and may never be.) 

While kinetic energy is a better indica¬ 
tion of bullet lethality than momentum, 
one must question how that energy is ex¬ 
pended. This involves bullet shape, an ex¬ 
tremely important question for the 9mm. 
It is not enough for energy to be expended 
in a body. It must be delivered efficiently. 
Hardball ammo tends to drill through a 
body, expending its energy slowly. A good 
hollowpoint delivers its energy quickly, 
explosively. Obviously, expending the 
same amount of energy in, for example, 
half the distance is more efficient. 

This efficiency is critical for proper per¬ 
formance of the 9mm which relies on ve¬ 
locity to convey its energy. It is not as 
critical for the 45 which relies more on 
mass, apparent when one considers 45 
hardball, the most inefficient shape, has 
better than 90 percent of the efficiency of 
45 hollowpoint. 

And please, do not bring up these coun¬ 
ter-arguments: 1. hollowpoints don’t 
open half the time; 2. 45s punch bigger 
holes; 3. penetration and physical wound 
size, not hydrostatic shock (as opposed to 
trauma), are what counts. 

1. True, some hollowpoints don’t open 
properly, but those that do, do so with ex¬ 
treme regularity. 45s are exempt from this 
rule because it is damn near impossible to 
get a slug that size up to decent velocity in 
an automatic. It is up to the shooter to ex¬ 
periment with ammo to discover what 
works in his pistol. 

2. If holes mattered, IVi-inch broad- 
head arrows would be the ideal manstop- 
per. They aren’t. All wound size can 
determine is the amount of bleeding. Do 
you know how long it takes to bleed to 
death? 

3. The reason the above is true is not 
that the broadhead lacks energy or mo¬ 
mentum but that it cuts instead of expend¬ 
ing energy to set up shock. Notice, I say 
shock, not trauma. Trauma comes from 
blood vessels bursting and bones breaking 
due to transmitted energy, in which case 
the energy is transmitted via hydrostatic 
means. 

Most pistols cannot develop sufficient 
energy to do this, though rifles can. Shock 
is our body’s reaction to injury. If you 

Continued on page 17 
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Mili» ^^^orld 

Military Power 


Coinm*Ti 


MEN, ARMS & FREEDOM 


LANGUAGE OF VIOLENCE 
Edgar O’Ballance 

Violence is the one language the western 
democracies can understand. 

Carlos the Jackal, terrorist 

An impressive chronicle of international 
terrorism. The author covers hundreds of 
incidents and identifies the terrorists 
involved, their causes, and their methods. 

□ $12.95, ISBN: 0-89141-020-1 

INTERNATIONAL WEAPON 
DEVELOPMENTS 

A Survey of Current Developments in 
Weapons Systems 3rd Edition 

An invaluable reference book on current 
developments and future trends in the wide 
field of international weapons develop¬ 
ments. A clear and concise compendium 
of information presented in nontechnical 
terms, 

□ $7.95, ISBN: 0-89141-089-9 

ROMMEL IN NORMANDY 
Reminiscences by Friedrich Ruge 

Numerous glimpses of the personality of 
the off-duty Rommel. It*s an enlightening 
picture of the war in the West from the 
German viewpoint. Publishers Weekly 

□ $12.95, ISBN: 0-89141-0104 

COMMON SENSE TRAINING 
Lt. Gen. Arthur L. Collins, Jr. 

The **Ace** is back in town, this time as the 
author of the best book on military training 
from platoon to division level that has been 
published in any army. Army 

□ $6.95, paper, ISBN: 0-89141-067-8 

ESCAPE FROM LAOS 
Dieter Dengler 

Recommended reading. 

Soldier of Sortune, February, 1980 

The author’s unprecedented escape from a 
Pathet Lao prison camp and his dramatic 
rescue made headlines around the world. 
Here is the true story of an epic struggle for 
survival. 

□ $10.95, ISBN: 0-89141-076-7 


MAIL TODAY! 

Presidio Press, P.O. Box 3515, 

San Rafael, CA 94902 

Please send the books checked to: 


STRATEGY FOR DEFEAT 
Vietnam in Retrospect 
Admiral U. S. G. Sharp 

“We could have won.”—So says Admiral 
U. S. G. Sharp, Commander in Chief Pacific 
during four of the most critical war years. 

He pinpoints the mistakes in decision- 
making underlying the long, exasperating 
struggle in Vietnam. 

□ $12.95, ISBN: 0-89141-053-8 

THE ALMANAC OF WORLD 
MILITARY POWER, Fourth Edition 
Cols. Trevor N. Dupuy & John C. Andrews, 

Grace P. Hayes 

In revised format, this edition presents 
completely updated facts and 35 new 
countries. Analyses of politico-military 
policies, strategic problems, and alliances 
of every nation accompany detailed statis¬ 
tics on armed forces organization, numerical 
strength, deployment, weapons inventory, etc.^^_' 

□ $40.00, ISBN 0-89141-070-8 

BRINGING UP THE REAR 
A Memoir 
S. L. A. Marshall 
Edited by Cate Marshall 

In this gutsy, colorful, immensely readable 
summing up of his exciting life (post¬ 
humously edited by his widow, Marshall] 
hits the highspots and lowspots that often 
didn *t get into books like ‘*Pork Chop Hill, ” 

* Ambush, ** etc. His ironic account of 
Hemingway *s alleged * liberation ''of Paris 
is a juicy example, while some now-it-can- 
be-told footnotes to history, about such 
subjects as Ike vs. Mac Arthur, add wel¬ 
come seasoning. Publishers Weekly 

□ $12.95, ISBN: 0-89141-084-8 
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Continued from page 14 

don’t believe in hydrostatic shock, let’s 
try an experiment. Lie flat on your back 
on a bench or table. Have a friend — or 
enemy — take a baseball bat and slam it 
into your gut with all the force he can. 
your skin remains unbroken and there is 
no wound. Yet you are rolling on the 
floor, puking, due to energy transmitted 
via hydrostasis and body reaction. A good 
hollowpoint does the same thing. It drills 
a hole in a body, then gives it a good kick 
in the gut. 

But 9mm hardball does not deliver its 
energy efficiently. It just doesn’t have the 
same kick to the gut as 9mm hollowpoint. 
Having more energy than the 45 is not 
everything. The 9mm must transfer that 
energy efficiently to achieve superior stop¬ 
ping power. 

Until I am shown otherwise, I will have 
to contend that the lower-energy, more ef¬ 
ficient 45 hardball is the best available 
round for military use. 

Thank you, 

Larry Loper 
Sugar Land, Texas 

Strong feelings ... 

Sirs: 

Man, what a “load!” What an insult to 
our intelligence! What an enormous pile 
of bureaucratic engineering nonsense this 
ration of tripe has laid on your readers! I 
say, “Bull!” to these fantasy conclusions 
that these proving-ground prima donnas 
have come up with (undoubtedly of the 
same mold that gave us the M16), Any 
combat vet or big game hunter will agree. 

“Engineer Davis” has a lot to learn if 
he actually believes his own words: “A 
round’s lethality is not determined by its 
diameter, velocity or penetration.” His 
“rate-at-which-the-bullet-deposits-en- 
ergy-in-a-target” theory would surely get 
him freight-trained by a charging oppo¬ 
nent be it communist or cape buffalo. In 
his way of thinking to have the wimpy 
9mm or puny .223 lodge and dissipate all 
of its substandard energy in the first six 
inches of charging man or beast is more le¬ 
thal than to have a .458 mag solid blast 
clean through lengthwise from skull plate 
to rectum I don’t doubt who’s going to 
get the biggest dose of “immediate 
trauma!” 

As for “Engineer Robbins’ ” absurd 
conclusions and SOF’s Poos’ capitulation 
to this foggy thinking, I extend my sym¬ 
pathy, for obviously neither of them can^ 
figure out “how” to apply the facts of 
velocity, weight and momentum that 
equal “stopping power.” 

I mean, really, boys, if you haven’t got 
it yet just try this simple experiment: 

1 . Instruct assistant to secure one each 
125-grain 9mm projectile and one 230- 
grain 45 caliber ball. 

Continued on page 20 



UFE AFTER 
DOOMSDAY 

The Most Complete 
and Up-To-Date Study 
of Modern Survivalism 
Available! 


At last! A survival guide you can use. No scare tactics, ho bureaucratic double- 
talk . . . Just useful information that will get you and your loved ones through a 
cataclysm and into the new world. Now read the special offer below: 


Certainly it is not pleasant to think about an impending 
nuclear war or economic cataclysm. But. unfortunately, 
the likelihood of major social disintegration is increasing 
by the month. Every reasonable, self-reliant man owes it to 
himself and his loved ones to be prepared to survive 
disaster. 

Unfortunately however, the survival information now 
available is often outdated, misinformed and poorly 
written. 

Life After Doomsday is a survival guide you can trust. 

Life After Doomsday is, quite simply, the most complete 
and up-to-date study of modern survivalism presently 
available. It is printed and bound with the highest quality 
materials in a large format edition that spans over 200 
pages. 

A most important point: Life After Doomsday does not 
subscribe to the “total annihilation theory ” Dr. Clayton 
believes the American public has been severely misin¬ 
formed on this matter. Social disintegration can be sur¬ 
vived, and the world will be rebuilt, by a determined and 
resourceful few. Let Life After Doomsday show you how to 
be one of them. 


THE AUTHOR 

Bruce Clayton. Ph.D., is not just another self- 
proclaimed survival expert. He is an ecological engineer, 
electronics expert, martial artist, outdoorsman, and pro¬ 
fessional survival consultant. He is an insider in our 
national survival establishment. He has authored special 
studies for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and is 
recognized as a foremost authority in the field of nuclear 
survival. 

Dr. Clayton wrote Life After Doomsday because he is 
angry. Angi^ with all the special interest group.s that prom¬ 
ulgate certain misinformation, leading the public to believe 
that no one would survive an all-out nuclear attack, and 
angry with our nation’s constant defense budget cutbacks, 
which have reduced our civil defense preparedness to 
obsolescence. 

Life After Doomsday represents Dr. Clayton’s years of 
survival research, and contains information drawn from 
hundreds of expert sources. 

DISASTER AND FALLOUT SHELTERS 

Did you know that many home-made fallout shelters are 
little more than deathtraps? Improper ventilation systems 
are often the cause. Dr. Clayton details the correct way to 
construct shelters, from an emergency model that can be 
made in 15 minutes, to long term modifications to your 
entire home. Includes over a dozen different shelter 
designs, covering materials, ventilation systems, and sani¬ 
tation storage considerations. Eyen j^our plane or boat can 
be an effective emergency shelter if you know how to 
modify them. 


FOOD STORAGE 

Why is it that the experts never agree on the storage life 
of pre-packaged food? Life After Doomsday clarifies this 
confusing situation. You'll get to know what kind of food 
to store, how much per person, and how long with safety. 
Dr. Clayton analyzes nutrition, and even gives tips on 
making basic survival chow taste like good home cooking. 
He also details correct water storage and purification 
procedures. 

FORAGING, HUNTING, AND 
FARMING 

Many survivalists and retreaters purchase remote plots 
of land, expecting to forage it for wild edibles and game, or 
farm it, when the time comes. This is ideal ifyou go about it 
correaly. Learn from Life After Doomsday how to select 
the right tract of land, and how to live from its harvest of 
wild plants and animals. Tells all about survival farming, 
giving the best choices for seeds, equipment, firearms, 
traps, snares, and so on. So the prepared survivalist can 
harvest a crop, not a nightmare. 

EMERGENCY HOME MEDICAL 
TREATMENT 

Here 'is the biggest single biggest problem facing the 
survivor: how do you provide medical treatment? Dr, Clay¬ 
ton shows how to prepare for this situation. Learn what 


every survivor’s medicine chest must contain, and why. He 
also includes a list of the best volumes for your medical 
library. A special appendix provides precise technical 
knowledge about nuclear war injuries — information not 
found within the pages of any other volume. 

DEFENDING YOUR REFUGE 
History has shown that one person in ten will rob for 
food if starving; one person in 100 will commit murder for 
food; roughly one in 1.000 will cat human flesh if hungry 
enough; and one in 1,000 will actively hunt people. Sober¬ 
ing statistics, indeed. A survivalist’s well-stocked retreat 
might quite possibly be assaulted by a fanatic, hungry mob. 
Life After Doomsday analyzes this problem, and gives you 
the no-nonsense solution. You must first know where to 
site your retreat, then which weapons and tactics to use in 
its defense. Dr. Clayton tells you ail of this and more in an 
eye-opening chapter tilled. “To Have And To Hold.” 

SHELTER LEADERSHIP 
Let’s assume the war is on. You have five to fifty people 
crammed into your shelter. They are looking to you for 
leadership. What do you do? How do you keep their minds 
and bodies active? How do you organize them to do the 
work that needs to be done? How do you keep them from 
panicking? From losing hope? An entire chapter is devoted 
to studying — and solving —* the problem of shelter man¬ 
agement. Dr. Clayton details eight principles of shelter 
leadership, because a strong leader means the difference 
between life and death, success and failure. He also gives 
exercise, work and training schedules; shelter rules; check¬ 
list of standard shelter equipment; sanitation rules, and 
much more. 


NUCLEAR WAR AND YOU 
Life After Doomsday provides a wealth of information 
about nuclear war; its causes, effects, and defenses. All 
digested and clearly presented with the layman in mind. 
Charts and graphs show predicted fallout patterns for the 
U.S., enabling you to pick the safest spot for your retreat. 
Dr. Clayton provides complete plans and instructions for 
building a simple but accurate fallout meter from house¬ 
hold materials in a few hours. He also includes effective 
decontamination methods, and much more useful radio¬ 
logical information. For example, a special slide-rule scale 
predicts fallout decay so you'll know when it is safe to leave 
your shelter. 

SAMPLE REVIEW 

“For those who want to be prepared for the worst, 
Paladin Press has a book called Life After Doomsday: A 
Survival Guide To Nuclear War And Other Major Disasters 
by Bruce D. Clayton (SI9.95). Attention is given to coping 
with famine, disease, natural catastrophes, political disrup¬ 
tion, economic collapse and the depletion of natural 
resources.’’ _ Publisher’s Weekly 


FREE lO-DAY TRIAL 

If you believe you must prepare for hard times ahead, 
then Life After Doomsday ts the book for you. We firmly 
believe that it is the finest, most complete and timely 
survival guide available at any price. We therefore back 
your purchase with an unconditional money-back guaran¬ 
tee. Ifyou are not satisfied for any reason, simply return the 
book after ten days and your money will be promptly 
refunded. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
Complete and mall to: 

PALADIN PRESS. PO BOX 1307. DepL 
DSF. Boulder, CO B0306 

D Please rush me lift Hftn Dooiniday. Enclosed is 
$19.95 plus $2.00 for postage and handling. If not 
satisfied lor any reason. I may return the book 
within 10 days for a prompt refund of rfiy money 

Ptease charge to my: □ Viu Card G Kistadurgi 

Card Ha _ ExaDati_ 


-Stita- 
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Desert 


NEW 1980 CATALOG $L00 
' Free with order 




THE TRAPPING AND DESTRUCTION 
..OF 

EXECUTIVE ARMORED CARS 
by John A. Mlnnery 

Don’t let this rather provocative title lead ydu to 
the conclusion that the author Is recommending 
an open season on armored cars. In today’s 
terrorist-ridden society armored car sales and 
security service utilizing armored cars are increas¬ 
ing everywhere. After reading this book you can 
easily come to the conclusion that such services 
cost thousands of dollars, and provide less pro¬ 
tection than a simple ’’low profile" would. Must 
reading for anyone Invojved in security — their 
own or someone else’s. 

610 ...\.. $5.95 

JACKED UP ft RIPPED OFF 
by Fred & Terri Berryman 
While traveling away from home the nonme- 
chanically inclined and elderly can easily fall 
victim to some cross-rpad vulture, posing as an 
honest, knowledgeable mechanic. Jacked Up ft 
Ripped Off Is written from actual cases of rip- 
offs and rip-off attempts. Here is a comprehen¬ 
sive gathering of some of the standard gimics 
plus a lot of new ones that the more imagina¬ 
tive rip-off artists have devised. Reading this 
book will not necessarily prevent a rip-off at¬ 
tempt on you, but will provide the knowledge 
to better enable you tp make the best of a bad 
situation, SVi x 8 V 2 , softcover. 

605 . $3.95 


kiflbs 
Ml 
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GARAND RIFLES * 

Ml, MIC, MID 

Available once again: The one book where de¬ 
tailed and comprehensive attention is given to 
virtually every aspect and accessory of the fa¬ 
mous Garand rifles. Slighting no details, this 
volume gives ail pertinent instruction in battle¬ 
field use. Every practical and technical kink a 
Garand owner or user will need to knovv, in¬ 
cluding sniper scopes and mounts, variations, 
grenades and launchers, ammo, accessories and 
a complete section on the current 7.62 NATO 
conversions. A gunsmith's delight, over 160 pp„ 
175 clear illustrations. If you have a Garand 
you must have this great book. 

012 . $6.95 


AMERICA —THEN ft NOW 
Coloring Book 
by J. David McFarland 

Nothing tells a story or caVries a message with 
such Impact as a well done cartoon with a 
satirical spirit. Warming up for some "election 
year" coloring books which we will introduce 
later, Dave McFarland strikes a more serious 
note with '.his "America Then ft Now." This 
book is a great way for children to learn what 
America was all about before the Jimmy Carters 
started giving It away. Order a copy for all the 
children you know. SVz x 11, 24 pp. 

900 .:. $ 1.95 



CHEATING AT CARDS 
by Al Lanrtpkin 

Card players awake! Why do you lose? Gambling 
is a big business and where there’s big business 
there’s usually big cheating. Al Lampklng has writ¬ 
ten the most comprehensive expose’ of card 
cheating ever published. This book previously 
sold to stage performers and law enforcement on¬ 
ly. However, Desert Publications has Just acquired 
the rights to this book and are offering It for a 
lower price than It previously sold for. The 45 clear 
photos will enable you to learn all the cheat’s 
secrets; from how the cards are marked to how the 
cheat stacks the deck. 5V^ x 8x, softcover. 

350 .'. $6.95 



I ELECTRONIC LOCKS 
; Vol. I 

Beginning with their 1980 models, the Ford 
Motor Co. now offers a "keyless entry" system 
as an additional accessory. This 8>/2 x 11 manual 
contains everything about Ford’s new electron¬ 
ic locking system including: Complete wiring 
diagrams: Complete operating information; 
How trfe*owners code is obtained; How new 
codes cam be entered; Places on the automobile 
where the electrical and mechanical compo¬ 
nents are located; and, perhaps the best part of 
all, a complete service diagnosis which covers 
every possible electrical or mechanical malfunc¬ 
tion in this new locking system. 

121 ... $6.95 



Black Medicine II: 

WEAPONS AT HAND 
by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

"Weapons At Hand" presents 112 parts of the 
body that are natural weapons. Following this 
Is a section radically different from convention¬ 
al self-defense theory,, that lists for you more 
than 180 makeshift weapons that can save your 
life in a crisis. The weapons are all improvised 
from common items. And 50 action photos 
show the reader exactly how to use the "black 
medicine" techniques discussed in this book. 
Especially suited to-the needs of bodyguards, 
security personnel, and martial artists. 5*/z x 8*/?, 
softcover, illustrated, 88 pages. 

BM-2 . $8.00 


SILENCERS 

Pattern and Principles 


Vol 2 



SILENCERS PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 
■ Vol. 2 

Originally available as the "Final Report," this 
gem has-been re-typeset and re-formated into 
large album size pages with clear photographs. 
Covers silencers of the Swedish K SMG, Sten 
Mark 11 SMG, Madsen Model 1950 SMG, Beret- 
ta Model 12, Uzi, 1903 Springfield, F.N. and 
F.A.L. Assault Rifle, Luger P-08 and the Beret- 
ta Model 1934. Fact crammed chapters include: 
1. Packing of Muzzle Silencers; 2. Materials for 
Packing; 3. Msthbds to Reduce Mechanical Noise; 
4. Field Test Data; 5. Conclusions; 6. Safety Ac¬ 
cessories and; 7. Product Engineering. 8Vfe x 11,80 
pp., photos, drawings & charts. 

070.$9.95 
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THE PAPER TRIP I & II 
by Barry Reid 

You asked for them • here they are! The old and new testament of changing your 
identity. The prime reauisite of any changina your identity. The prime reauisite of 
any dictatorship is to identify and catalog its citizens for what they pan off as noble 
reasons when the real underlying reasons are always the same; taxing, conscription 
and elimination, if necessary. Every concerned citizen should not consider their sur¬ 
vival knowledge complete If they don't know at least, the fundamentals of changing 
their identity. These two books are so good, so complete, that the bureaucratic par¬ 
asites have tried in vain to defeat them because the methods described are virtually 
fool proof. In fact the Federal Advisory Committee on False Identifcations spent 
nearly two years trying to find ways to close the loop holes exposed in Vot 1 alone! 
Just a few of the items these books contain are: Adopting an alias, Taking over 
another persons ID, Where to get fake ID, The laws on fake ID, Step-by-step details 
on legally changing you name, Forms for changing your name, Where to get birth & 
death cert,, Social Security No, Infp. PLUS: Up-to-date summary of how Big Broth¬ 
er is now maintaining records and files — on you. Inside views on what to expect in 
the next few years regarding alternate identification, and, Practical suggestions on 
how to avoid personal data surveillance and hidden record keeping.Order either 
volume or better yet, save $2.95 by ordering the complete set. 

PT-1 . $12.95 

PT-2 .. $14.95 

BOTH VOLUMES . $24.95 






BLOODY IRON 

by Harold Jenks & Michael Brown 
"BLOODY IRON" is a revolutionary new book 
on knife fighting, written by men who have 
"been and done." Many, never before told, 
secrets of knife fighting are revealed, including: 
life saving techniques, moves and tricks, all 
illustrated by dozens of large clear photograhs. 
"Bloody iron" is a radical departure from all 
the previously taught techniques. You don't 
hgve the full story on knife fighting until you 
have this book! 

424 . $12.95 


IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 
AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 
. . . compiled form actual handbooks & other 
publications of various paramilitary groups. 
This title is not intended to indict or excite, but 
is a factual representation that will be of 
academic interest to any student of arms 
development, pyrotechnics and paramilitary 
armament. Included are original articles on how 
to make; Nitroglycerin, Plastic Explosives, 
Detonators & Primers, Fuses, Impact Ignition & 
Incendiary Devices, How to use agricultural 
type ammonium nitrate as a high explosive, 
Theory, design & construction of various types 
of silencers. PLUS — Reproduced plans of a 
homemade submachine gun, claimed to have 
been buildable in an average-home workshop 
for under $7.00. 

no . $6.95 



TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
—How The Underdog Gets Justice— 
by Victor Santoro 

In today’s society there exists a large "grey 
area" of justice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall 
short of being criminal — hence, no police help! 
Other wrongs are of such nature that is simply 
not practical or economically feasible to seek 
legal retribution. Almost everyone has been the 
victim in a situation where they couldn't 
depend on any outside help to right a wrong. In 
this book, Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual 
encyclopedia of "dirty tricks" the underdog 
can use to get revenge. 

213 . $5.95 



LOCK PICKING SIMPLIFIED 
The most popular manual on tocksmithing in 
the world! This manual covers the basics of 
teaching yourself how to pick locks. It is well 
illustrated, with easy to understand drawings 
and pictures. You are shown how to make your 
own picks and related tools. Also, included are 
instructions on: how to set up a lock for 
practice; why some locks are easier to pick than 
others: the use of a pick gun; electric pick guns 
with some ideas on how you could build your 
own; how to make and use a "snap" pick; how 
to make and use a set of picks for Schlage disc 
tumbler locks. 

101 . $4.95 


FIREARMS BOOKS 

M-14 Rifle, No. 015 ..$4.95 

AR-15, M-16 and M-16A1, No. 016.$6.95 

The Colt .45 Auto Pistol, No. 128.$4.95 

Browning Hi-Power Pistol, No. 125.$3.95 

.30 Carbines Ml, MlA1, M2 & M3,No.013 . . .$6.95 

Walther P-38 Pistol — Nonte, No. 127.$4.95 

Thompson Submachine Guns, No.031.$7.95 

AK.47 Assault Rifle, No. 135.$5.95 

Uzi Submachine Gun, No. 136.$2.95 

Submachine Guns .45, M3 &M3A1, No.032 . . .$4.95 

Swedish “K” Submachine Gun, No.137.$2.00 

Walther MP Submachine Gun, No. 138.$2.00 

Reising Submachine Guns, No. 033.$2.50 

Safn Model 49 FN Automatic Rifles, No. 134. .$3.50 
Browning Automatic Rifle, No. 026 .$3.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF Cornvilte, AZ 86325 

Name _ 

Address_ 

City - State - Zip - 

TITLE or BOOK No. 



Total 

If you with to add thirpurchM* to your: 

- MASTER CHARGE. VISA or BANKAMERICAAO — 

■Irrcludi card fcjmbir, tupIrfHan dfoi and iJ|fiHvri- on 
iapiriLo luHr hM mot n wllfl or^r. fll MiHvi Clhirfa 
La^tidOthi i dLlIt Wo- yOUr 



JUNE/60 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 19 









































THE SPECIAL EDITION NUMBER¬ 
ED SOF BOOT KNIFE Designed by Al 
Mar of Portland, Oregon, one of the most 
respected knife designers & makers in 
the U.S., this beautifully crafted boot 
knife is made of 154CM stainless, full 
tapered tang, with black micarta handle. 

The blade bears the SOF logo on one 
side and is numbered on the other. It 
comes with a black leather sheath with a 
convenient metal clip for boot or belt, 
and is embossed with the SOF logo. Only 
250 knives will be numbered in this 
series and they will go fast so order now! 

Make a set with the SOF buckle and 
register to get the same number on 
future “special editions." This knife is 
fully guaranteed; if you are not com¬ 
pletely satisfied return the knife and 
sheath for an immediate refund. 

PRICE: 1- 50—$140.00 

51-125—$125.00 
126-250—$115.00 Allow 


SOF PATCHES 

OD & Colored—SF-13 . 4 ) I .# O 

SOF MUG Qc 

SOF ASH TRAY djo QC 

SF-15 . 

THE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $7.95 

(INCLUDES POSTAGE* HANDLING) 


VISA 

Mastercharge 

Canada & 

Overseas Orders add 20% 
Colo. Residents add 3% 
Dept. SF780 
P.O.Box 693, 

Boulder, Colo. 80306 


Inclucte SI .00 for Postage and Handling. 

3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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INTRODUCING THE SPECIAL EDITION SOF BELT BUCKLE! Beautiful heavy Ger¬ 
man silver buckle with handcrafted black and red SOF logo. The red border, red beret, 
black daggers, and black letters are acrylic and epoxy baked to a diamond hardness. This 
work of art is done for us by the'world famous Johnson and Held Ltd company of Denver, 
Colorado, well known for their western and custom buckles. There will be only 250 
numbered buckles in the series and they will go fast, so get your order in early! Those that 
wish can have their names put on a master list to reserve the same number on their buckle 
for the upcoming SOF specials. Collect a set of ail the "specials" and you will soon have a 
set that will grow in value over the years. These buckles are fully guaranteed — if you are 
not fully satisfied with your silver SOF belt buckle, return it for a full refund. 

PRICE: $59.95 


cass & Discass 

Continued from page 17 

2. Have same assistant position himself 
10 feet away and alternately hand-throw 
at full force these projectiles against your 
bare cranium. 

3. Now evaluate. 

4. If it still doesn’t register to you that 
the greater weight/mass of the 45 hurts 
more and raises a bigger knot, then, 
buddy, go on to Step 5. 

5. Apply and secure employment with 
government testing facility with the rest of 
your kind in the self-serving, project¬ 
peddling world of bureaucratic mediocr¬ 
ity. 

S.C. Stone 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

K EEP THE FAITH ... 

Sirs: 

I would like to express my reaction to 
one thing mentioned in the article — what 
Mr. Robbins calls ‘‘conclusive lethality 
tests.” Since both test method and data 
are classified, Robbins and his associates 
demand that SOF readjers and every mili¬ 
tary man who carries a handgun, accept 
on faith alone their claim that this test ac¬ 
curately indicates what will happen to 
human targets in combat. This appeal to 
faith strikes me as one hell of an attitude 
for a man who claims to be an engineer. 

Yours, 

Philip M. McEvoy 

San Francisco, California 

Bees & bullets ... 

Sirs: 

When I was a boy my father, an engi¬ 
neer, told me that aerodynamics and engi¬ 
neering had proven beyond all doubt that 
a bumblebee could not fly. Nature had 
designed it all wrong; the measurable 
proof was there for all to see! Now I learn 
from the February SOF that “in the case 
of 9mm vs. 45, the 9mm does as much or 
more tissue damage than the 45 ... so 
there’s no doubt that the 45 takes second 
place!” 

Earlier in the same interview, “Project 
Engineer” John C. Robbins lambasts 45 
ACP performance on the basis of the 
191 lAl Colt automatic pistol. How about 
an unbiased test and comparison with 
more modern 45 ACP automatic pistols 
such as the Heckler & Koch P9S, Brown¬ 
ing BDA or even the American-designed 
Sterling Model 450? Both the H&K and 
the new Browning are easily convertible to 
the 9xi9mm cartridge with a minimum of 
parts and time when necessity arises. 

The first pistol I ever bought 17 years 
ago was a S&W Model 39. I still own it. 
The last pistol I got is a 45 1911 Al I put 
together from various parts. I shoot both. 
My tight, put-together 45 with its un¬ 
altered sights outshoots my Model 39, 
Browning Hi-Power and other 9mms I 
have shot. To quote gun writer Art Blatt: 
“The 45 ACP can boast two titles — it is 
one of the most powerful factory-loaded 
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handgun cartridges (due to its stopping 
power) and properly handloaded — it 
is one of the world’s most accurate.” This 
accuracy and power don’t come from 
new-bullet design and configuration. 

But the ultimate proof is when “push 
comes to shove.” An immigration officer 
stationed on the Texas border once tried 
to swap me a S&W Model 19 .357 for my 
Browning Hi-Power. A few years later he 
was looking for a 45 automatic. Why? 
The bad guys on the other side in a drug 
bust messed up a U.S. narc he knew with 
six or more body hits from 9mms and one 
45 slug. Fortunately, the agent had on a 
torso vest which saved his life; however, 
he said that taking the 9mm hits felt like 
being run through with red hot pokers, 
but the 45 slug damn near tore off his leg 
and caused a longer hospital stay. 

So, it seems to rpe that a new pistol for 
the 45 ACP and not a new 9mm pistol 
would be the U.S. services’ best answer 
for their authorized pistol. The 45 ACP 
cartridge was well designed to do what it 
does, whereas the 9mm Luger (parabel- 
lum) was created as an afterthought from 
the maximum limits of an expanded .30 
Luger cartridge case. 

Oh yes, for those ballistics experts who 
don’t know yet, bumblebees perform 
what they designed to do quite well! 

Sincerely, 

Douglas S. Cadwallader 

Palacios, Texas 

Chuck taylor responds ... 

Sirs: 

I feel N.E.M. wrote a good piece on the 
subject at hand and I found it interesting 
and informative as far as it went. How¬ 
ever, I feel that the issue of handgun ACP 
has been settled about as much as it ever 
will be by Hatcher many decades ago. 
Nothing I have seen since has shed any 
further light on the subject and, in fact, 
more recent attempts exhibit a lack of 
understanding of the basic issue, for they 
all seem to get lost in superfluous side- 
issues and fail to address the basic purpose 
of the sidearm. 

The in-progress U.S. government tests 
certainly show this, for regardless of 
NATO logistics requirements,a handgun 
that does not stop an assailant reliably is 
not worth carrying. Likewise, the 45 is as 
accurate as a handgun can be, is as safe as 
a handgun needs to be, is a superior man- 
stopper by actual historic record and is the 
most reliable and functional of the so- 
called “modern” handguns. This can be 
readily proved anytime anyone is in¬ 
terested, and has been on many occasions. 

I have met Jack Robbins and do not 
cast doubts on his honesty or intentions, 
but I highly suspect that the same forces 
that gave us the brilliant M16A1 5.56mm 
rifle are at work here. 

I further disagree with the so-called 
“energy theory” as a deciding or even 

Continued on page 76 
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ARE YOU READY FOR THE FUN 

LIMITED * AND 

EXCITEMENT 


FREE 

OFFER 


OF THE M m 
SUBMACHINE GUN? 


A new concept in safe, yet exciting BB 
gun shooting that’s as acJvanced from 
the ordinary BB gun as the Ml 6 is from 
the Brown Bess Musket! 

The M19-A'^“ has the modern looks 
to go with its amazing performance. 
How does an average cyclic rate of fire 
of 3,000 BB’s per minute sound? Very 
quiet, of course, because the M19-A™ 
uses compressed air or convenient 
one-pound cans of freon (available at 
hardware £ auto stores) for its power. 
Our patented smooth-flow BB feed sys¬ 
tem ensures burst after burst reliability. 

Shooting from the shoulder or from 
the hip, you’ll agree that the MIO-A"^ 
opens up new horizons of plinking fun 
right in your own backyard. 


LIMITED TIME OFFER: With your 
M19-A™ you’ll receive, absolutely free, 
a Sting^*^ speed holster for folding 
knives (regularly $5.95). 


LARC INT., DEPT. SF-6 
P. O. Box 340007 
Miami, Florida 33134 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Coupon is 
your mailing label; please type or print 
clearly in Ink. Mall with check or money 
order for $36 (includes shipping, handling 
and postage). Please allow maximum six 
weeks’ delivery. AGE TESTIMONY MUST 
BE SIGNED. Void where prohibited by law. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 OR OLDER. 

(Signed)-- 

Please send to: (type pr print) 


NAME: - 

STREET: -- 

CITY:- 

STATE:- ZIP- 

DEPT. SF6 







HARD CO ftps LINt 

OF HjlTRIte FOR A FREE BROCHURE TO: 

iEC0lftr1CHANC£ BODY ARMOR 

BOX 578tll • CENTDAL LAKE. Ml 49022 U.S.A. 
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Tlve“W©©lly Fully"? 

Long Traditional with British Services 
100% Virgin Wool Sweater 

British-made with matching rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Mens, womens sizes 32 
to 48. 

Get yours postpaid for only $49.95. 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride- 
up”. Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting” wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue-Gray, Forest Green and V-Neck, Tan. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 



W. GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 

"FALLSCHIRMSPR/NGERSTIEFEL*’ 



TEAKWOOD 
PARACHUTE WINGS 

Beautifully hand carved in Thailand. 
Framed and ready to be displayed. Last 
chance to obtain. Closeout. $21.50 


The original German Airborne Issue 
Boot Prized by those that know. Rugged 
and comfortable beyond compare. Black 
Leather uppers that’ll take a shine. 
Patented speed lacing system. Fully 
lined with cushioned protection for 
ankle bones. Closed tongue, 
waterproofed, double stitched, hygenic. 
Non-slip rubber heel and half-sole. A 
boot for every jumper or hiker. Sizes 6 to 
12, Regular & Wide only. Now $99.95. 
Special jump Inserts. 

The ULTIMATE. Molded to conform to 
the foot. Specify Size $7.95 



At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 
Long Sleeve - $7.95 


“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

Set, only $5.95 



BERETS, Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool, fully lined, leather sweat 
band, S.F. Green, Airborne Red, 
Ranger Black, Khaki. State Head 
Size in inches. $10.50 


UTILITY CAP, USMC Type 2, new 
i.ssue, camo pattern, S.M.L, - $5.00 


“NAME TAPES” 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camo. Genuine 
issue, rip-stop poplin. Sizes S. M. L - 


Mil-Spec web with embroidered info. 
Choice of Black on O.D., White on Blue 
or Black on White. For uniforms, 
personal equipment, etc. 4 tapes for 
$3.95. Any info can be embroidered. 


$42.95 



W. GERMAN ARMY UTILITY 
KNIFE, Victorinox made 
w/OD scales. 4 tools, SAK-542, 
Special - $11.95 


Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS. Send check, Money Order or 
Visa and Master Charge, C.O.D. (Please $15 minimum for charging orC.O.D.) to: 



Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 


Phone Orders: 
(404) 943-9336 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


TERRAIN & SITOATION 

Continued from page 10 

any other gun as well. For more informa¬ 
tion, write Pachmayr Gun Works, De¬ 
partment SOF, 1220 S. Grand Ave<, Los 
Angeles, CA 90015. 

A nyone who follows my writings 
here and elsewhere knows that one 
of the leather companies I always cham¬ 
pion is Alessi Custom Concealment. The 
reason is simple. They make some of the 
most thoughtfully conceived designs for 
concealment use on the market. Recently, 
Lou Alessi sent me one of his belt holsters 
and magazine pouches and I’ve been try¬ 
ing them with my Detonics. Now, for a 
standard flat-silhouette belt holster with 
all the trimmings and a positive thumb 
break, no one makes a finer rig than 
Safariland with their 28 series holsters. 
But for a bare-bones hideout scabbard for 
any type of commonly carried defensive 
handgun, the Alessi rig really does the 
job. 

The Alessi belt holster is available with 
a pull-through snap or without any safety 
retainer at all. And this, in my opinion, is 
where the Alessi rig shines. Of high-qual¬ 
ity leather with solid stitching throughout, 
the double-slotted Alessi rig rides the gun 
high enough to push the butt into the 
waist but not so high as to give the “fall¬ 
ing away’’ feeling so common with many 
belt rigs. Precision wet-molded, the 
russet-colored holsters keep the gun in 
tight. Open-bottomed, there is no possi¬ 
bility for dirt or moisture to collect. The 
somewhat cutaway design covers the trig¬ 
ger guard and enough of the slide top 
strap to protect the rear sight. Fit is tight, 
so the Alessi should be practiced with 
before being worn on the street, to limber 
up the holster and condition the shooter 
for the necessary force needed to with¬ 
draw the gun. 

The single magazine pouch rides on the 
outside of the belt and can be threaded on 
like the holster or attached by means of 
the single “Dot” snap which secures the 
tunnel loop to the magazine pouch body. 
This pouch will work with standard 
Detonics magazines or regular seven- 
round Colt magazines equally well. Fit is 
good so there is little worry of vigorous 
physical activity dumping the magazine. 

Both holster and pouch offer the shoot¬ 
er a highly concealable, high-quality way 
to carry a semi-automatic and a spare 
load. The pouch could, of course, be used 
with a shoulder or inside-thc-pants holster 
as well. For more information on Alessi 
custom concealment holsters, write Alessi 
Holsters, Dept. SOF, 2465 Niagea Falls 
Blvd., Tonawanda, nV 14150. 

R PB Associates of Atlanta is now man¬ 
ufacturing the prestigious MAC 10 45 
and 9mm SMGs and the MAC 11 .380, 
not only in submachine-gun form for 
Class III and military/police use, but in 
civilian semi-automatic form, sans shoul- 
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der stock. This semi-automatic-only SMG 
has been sweeping the country since its 
look and feel — if not the system of 
operation — is full-auto. The MAC 10 we 
tested recently features a 30-round 
magazine, sling, hold-down strap, black- 
leather holster, camouflage spare-mag¬ 
azine pouch — all but the magazine op¬ 
tional accessories. A barrel extension, 
vented for heat dissipation, looks just like 
, a suppressor or silencer. 

In 45, at carrying ranges, the semi-auto 
MAC 10 functioned smoothly with 
Federal 230-grain full-metal-case solids, 
even in rapid-fire bursts. Accuracy was 
satisfactory for the crudely sighted 
firearm and handling was no problem — 
unless one is going for more than point- 
and-shoot accuracy. Since a shoulder 
stock would make the “pistol” a short- 
barreled rifle, hence illegal, it is necessary 
to attempt some sort of two-hand hold. 
Usually, the off-hand winds up holding 
onto the barrel extension — no problem 
with burning if the fire volume is light. 
But one-hand — even with my slightly 
larger-than-average hands — just doesn’t 
fit the bill with the RPB semi-automatic 
MAC 10. Perhaps with the gun held tight 
at the waist, but not for aimed fire. 

Since this civilian-legal pistol is semi¬ 
automatic only, there is a tendency to 
treat it as a pistol. Yet, point shoulder and 
other positions are awkward. When one 
fires from the hip; the gun performs ad¬ 
mirably with a little practice at typical 
SMG ranges. 

RPB guns are not designed to handle 
anything other than hardball. Testing this 
with Federal wadcutters and Super-Vel 
190-grain JHPs produced either complete 
lack of functioning or the most spec¬ 
tacular jams imaginable. Yet, when I 
moved back to the solids, problems disap¬ 
peared. 

Semi-automatics, like the full-auto ver¬ 
sions, fire from an open bolt and feature a 
sliding safety and trigger guard ample for 
even a gloved hand. The .380 version — a 
semi-auto MAC 11 — is available mount¬ 
ed in a good-looking attache case. One 
can fire it through the case with no 
mechanical gizmos to go wrong; one 
simply operates a lever which causes the 
trigger to function. 

For those legally able to own Class III 
weapons, not only are the full-auto MAC 
versions available, but also the justifiably 
respected Sionics silencers and a few other 
interesting gadgets. Wayne Daniel, presi¬ 
dent of RPB, knows his product, is con¬ 
cerned with quality and as happy as a kid 
with the semi-auto’s popularity. Even the 
price is affordable. For more information 
or the name of a dealer near you, write 
RPB, Dept. SOF, 215 Chester Ave. S.E., 
Atlanta, GA 30316. 
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K&LSHiRtS 


Send Size (S,M,L,XL) and $7.50 
(includes Postage and Handling) 
to: 

K&L SHIRTS 

Box 854, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 


NUMRICH 

ARMS CORPORATION 

1980 

WORLD GUIDE TO 
GUN PARTS 


NEW 


2 GUN 
® PARTS 


NINTH EDITION 
1980 


NUMRICH 


H 

DITION 


MODERN 

MILITARY • ANTIQUE 

NUMRICH ARMS, the 
world's largest supplier 
of gun'parts offers new 
for 1980, Catalog No. 9 
covering a lOO millipn 
par(s inventory with m* 
forrnatfon never before 
in print 

U.S. PRICE $2.95 FOREIGN $3.95 

P.O. BOX SOF 32, WEST HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 
phone (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145 331 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand finished m fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to fit 
any W*" belt). Only 
$12:00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
refic collectors catalog 
$2,00 free v/ith order 

W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 


WHO 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on... 

‘till you need it. _ 


NOW AVAILABLE; 

TYPE I - For .22s & .22 LR 
Mini Derringers -11.95 
TYPE H - For Small 
Frame Autos: Colt, 
Bauer, etc. -14.95 
TYPE III - For 
Detective Special, 
Chief, etc. - 19.95 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 


“PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH” 


THE PARALYZER STOPS 
Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVETEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 

• The "PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 
NBC.CBSand ABC 
television, in national 
newspapers and maga¬ 
zines, as a precision 
protective Instrument 
that will Instantly stop 
even a 300 lb. man up to 
twenty minutes. No 
permanent Injury to 
assailant. Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices; will not clog. 

I • Fits in pocket or 
purse. 

, Fires 50. one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

I GET YOUR "PARALYZER" 
I Send $4.95 plus $.50 postage 
IOur"SPECIALOFFER" 

I three for $13.35. We pay 
I shipping. 

" Check or Money Order. 

(OHIO RESIDENTS ADD 4^ SALES TAX) 


(Size 4 X %") 


TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 5006 — DEPT. SF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45205 
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TOP: Chopper passes over Saigon Harbor on way to Tan Son Nhut Airbase, 
ABOVE; SF base camp in central highlands takes hit from friendly mortar 
fire during Tet •68, LEFT: Hipsch holds dead sapper’s AK-47 after battle. 
RICHT: Weapons, taken from saj^pers KlA in north base fighting, include 
AK-47S, RPQ%2 rocket launchers, one M79 grenade launcher (on table, 
right). 
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It Happened 
To Me 

by Rod L. Hinsch 
as told to M.L. Jones 

Rod Hinsch served four yedti 
Speeiat For^s 0rQ^s, the 
and Fifth, ftom 1964 to 1968, Retiring 
ft0m the service as dsergeanU h^^^^ 
tures on Southeast Asia and military his^ 
Tory, As he tells it: 

m^ked the beginning of the 
Arret Offensive for me, Sgt, Rafferty 
and I were sitting in the ready room of the 
Deans Helicopter Go, Tan Son !^hut 
AFB outside Saigon, waiting for our 
chopper ride back to our base at Nha 
Trang, when the first rockets came in: 
that" dull, unmistakable WHUMF- 
WHUMP of 122s. 

The red glow of flares lit up the airfield 
as helo pilots and crews ran for the gun- 
ships standing ready on the apron. 

Suddenly, an Air Police (XP) sergeant 
ran through the doorway. “Any of you 
rnen with weapons -- we need volunteers. 
Sappers have gotten into the h side of 
the base/’ As Ip ^bkeibis eyes searched 
the room. My beret caught his eye. He 
smiled wryly, “Too bad you guys don’t 
have an ‘A’ team with you, Let’s go! ’ ’ 

Outside ah air police truck waited with 
eight men aboard. Our group brought the 
number to 14. “Glad to have the extra 
gups;” the sergeant said as we pulled Md 
near a forward AP observation post. 

A captain was briefing a group of APs^ 
“They’re here,” he^said. “We engaged 
them about half an hour ago. They’re sap¬ 
pers and they need to get by us to get to 
the planes. Don’t let that happen!” 

We moved into position and waited. 
Nothing stirred. The first gray wash of 
morning light was staining the sky when ^ 
suddenly an AK fired a long burst off t| 
my left. Almost immediately a dozen, 
more, backed with B-40 rockets, smarted 
their deadly chatter. They had been within 
25 meters of us all night and np’^ they 
were all over us. 

Sgt. Rafferty was on one knCe, keeping 
UP a steady fire, I lay on my side next tp 
him, pushing another inag ittto itty M16. 
Out of the corner of my eye I saw a figure 
loom up behind mci He raised his AK and 
fired fuILauto directly at Us/ 

Sgt . Rafferty continued to fire forward, 
cortipleteiy unaware of the bullets plowing 
up dirt all around us. 

My eyes riveted on the flash from the 
muzide pf the sapper’s AK. I fired and he 
went down, just like that. 

Ood, how lucky! He must have fired 20 
rounds from only 20 tneters away-r* and 
missed. I fired three or four quick> wild 
shots and he went down. 

I turned to Sgt. Rafferty to get his reac^- 
tion. Still oblivious, he wa$ Jamming 
another mag into his rifle. 
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I looked back at my former target and 
gaped as he brought up his ri^ and 
again, I threw myself to the ground, firing 
as I fell. 1 knew I was dead. This was it ^ 
no more liick all over. But my shots hit 
their mark and he went down, this time 
for good, 

Afterward I told S^. Rhfferty.-^ 
didn’t believe me — until we checked the 
body, an NVA sapper carrying an A^-47 
with an empty mag and eight holes ip his 
chest. 


I Was There 

by James Sullivan 
as told to M.L. Jones 


James Sullivan, a Marine Corps veteran 
who Uveis In eastern Pennsylvania, was un¬ 
prepared for the events that occurred One 
night in March 1975, As he tells it: 

W HEN I headed home to my hotise 
trailer in the Pennsylvania woods 
that night , I didn’t know what would hap¬ 
pen before I got through my front door. 
As I pulled into my drive, I noticed 
nothing tmusual r^ and neither did the an- 
truder inside who was finishing wrapping 
up my possessions and gun collection in 
blankets,. -■ f'fe • 

I put the key iii the door him opened it ; 
My eyes met his and I don’t know who 
was more surprised, i pushed the door 
shut as he pulled what looked like a Smith 
38 out of his pocket, I lost my balance and 
was falling off the step as twp 38 slugs rip¬ 
ped through the door. One caught me in 
the left hand, the other in the right leg. I 
made a ohe-point landing on the firewood 
pile, and as the door opened, I grabbed an 
ax and swung wildly with one hand, still 
half on my ass. The ax missed and stuck in 
the wall but made him fall backwards into 
the living room. 

I hobbled to my truck for a gun. This 
time he came out, his 38 blasting blindly 
into the dark, and I took a shot at him 
from the end of the trailer but missed. He 
went back in. I heard glass breaking at the 
opposite end. Thinking he Was breaking 
out the kitchen window, I worked back 
toward the kitchen, but it was a diver¬ 
sionary tactic to draw me away, from the 
front door, I came around front just in 
time to take two shots as he ran toward 


the woods. The first missed. The second, 
well-aimed, hit him and he doubled over 
but kept running. In a split second he was 
in the woods and out of sightf? 

By now I had lost $6 much blood I knew 
I had to do something fast. I got inside, 
tied a bath towel around the leg which 
pumping blood and called the cops. 
Twenty minutes later I was in the hospital. 

Four local departments antf the ^e 
police arrived with dogs that lost the scent 


in the middle of a road. He must have 
been picked ug by someone. I later recall¬ 
ed seeing a silver rod sticking out of his 
pocket that could have’ been a walkie- 
talkie. 

What pissed me off most was I’d been a 
Marine for five years v^^ith a 45 strapped to 
my side and here I was stuck with £t little 
.25 auto. My Mark IV was one of the guns 
in the crook’s booty bag. I’d forgotten the 
Boy Scout liiotto: be prepared. I won’t 
forget again. 




Now, the Holster 
Originally Designed for 
Military and Police Use 
is Available to You! 


If you have a combat or adventure 
story for ‘7f Happened to Me** or >7 
Was There, ** triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P, O, Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306, Att:M,L, Jones, Ail stories 
should be 5&0 words or less. Upon 
publication, SOF will become owner of 
all publication rights. Submitted ar¬ 
ticles are subject to editing and revi¬ 
sion, although their content and theme 
will not be changed. Photos are also 
helpful, Enclose a legal-sized, 
stamped, self-addressed envelope so 
we can noyou of acceptance or 
return of your story. Article payment 
is $50, upon publication. All entrants 
will receive an SOF patch. 


SOF ZEROS IN 

SOF INTERVIEWS 
JOHN MILIUS 

The man who wrote 
Apocalypse Now 
and who’s writing 
Conan The Barbarian 

tells what he thinks about 
Hollywood and movies. 

STEEL ON TARGET 

SOF takes a look at the 
GSMC’s Combined Arms 
Training program at 29 Palms, 
California. 

THE TANGLED WEB 
SOF examines and reviews the 
very popular 

The Vietnam War: 

The Illustrated History of 
the Conflict in 
Southeast Asia. 

NEXT MONTH 
IN 
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The Sting holster isfhe most efficient way to 
carry and instantly use your fold lock knife. 
Designed for the military, police and fire 
departments. The Stingos revolutionary 
concept lets you one-handedly un-holster 
your safely closed and secured knife into a 
fully open and locked position .,.in less 
than a second! And, you can re-holster It 
almost as quickly. Constructed to last for 
years of steady use, The Sting has a special 
safety snap that makes It the perfect holster 
for hunting, fishing, boating and other 
strenuous activities. Fits just about any fold 
lock knife 3Vi to 5 inches (closed) due to a 
fully adjustable catch. If you're into knives, 
put your knife Into The Sting. Order today! 

PFM 2640 S.W. 28th Ln. 
Miami, Florida 33134 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS; This coupon 
is also your return mailing label —so please 
print legibly with ballpoint pen or type¬ 
write. Cut out coupon, mail with check or 
money order for $5.95 (includes shipping, 
handling & postage). This offer void where 
prohibited by law. 

SENDTO: 

Please print or typewrite 


Name 


Address 
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SILENT INVASION 


Brown Tide Threatens America 



Third of a Three-Part ^2^^' ■ ' 

Series on the U.S. Border Patrol 






In 1972 this horse 
trailer w£is 
ftpprehenided with 
illegals hidden in the 
false bottom. 


L ights off, the much modified Ram- 
charger bounced through California’s 
inky night. The Border Patrol agents 
shared a companionable silence as they 
scanned the darkness with their light¬ 
gathering binoculars. The radio stuttered 
brief directions. 

“That was Foxtrot [the helicopter],” 
the driver informed me. “Says there are 
some illegals up ahead.” Our vehicle ac¬ 
celerated slightly and bore to the right. 
The driver cut the engine and we got out 
and ran toward what we thought was 
movement. The agent riding shotgun 
shouted in staccato Spanish, The move¬ 
ment stopped. We closed in. Our haul that 
night consisted of four young children. 
Children, for Christ’s sake. 

I was prepared to encounter hardened 
border crossers. Or maybe even smug¬ 
glers. But all we got were some kids out 
seeking excitement. It was one of the kids’ 
birthday, after all. They knew the Border 
Patrol agents would merely tell them not 
to do it again and point them toward the 
border a few hundred meters away. 

“Illegals up ahead.” 

The following nights proved no better. 
I’d been sent to the California border 
town of Chula Vista (north of Tiajuana) 
to get a story about the recent outbreak of 
violence there. Formerly docile illegal 
aliens were now hurling bottles, rocks and 
epithets at bewildered Border Patrol 
agents. Parts of the border looked like a 
battle zone. Gates were cut and broken, 
tunnels dug under fences, officers assault¬ 
ed and Border Patrol vehicles scarred by 
the recent conflict. 

The official Border Patrol response to 
this unprovoked aggression on American 
soil was as bewildering as the aggression 
itself. The agents were told to go to “high 
visibility.” This meant a minimum of two 
agents per vehicle, with the vehicle parked 
in a conspicuous place. Thus agents were 
to change from their active role of pro¬ 
tecting our border with Mexico, to a 
passive one of observation. Needless to 
say, most agents were furious. They’d 
spent years getting good at their jobs and 
now they were ordered to sit on their col¬ 
lective hands. And to stay out of areas 
traditionally used by alien smugglers. 






After almost a week of catching hand¬ 
fuls of indigent aliens, I was frustrated. 
During that time, Td made up my mind 
who the hard men were in Chula Vista sec¬ 
tor. The guys who stayed in shape and ex¬ 
celled in the field. Some of their peers 
respected them for their diligence, while, 
others belittled their efforts and thought 
them overzealous or macho. I cornered 
these guys late one afternoon and leveled 
with them. 

“You wanna get into it?” 

“Listen, I was sent here to find out 
what is going on regarding the illegals. I 
think I have the bulk of the story. Christ, 
I have enough background to write a short 
book. But I don’t have much action. I 
can’t just write about nabbing a few 
grade-school kids. Can you take me to 
one of the hot areas?” The two looked at 
each other with knowing grins. 

The big agent spoke, “You really wan¬ 
na get into it, huh?” 

I nodded. 

He continued: “Meet us at the Anchor 
Inn parking lot tomorrow at 2000. And 
wear dark clothes.” 

I pumped the big man’s hand. He smil¬ 
ed, I told them I knew they were risking 
their asses taking a journalist into a denied 
area. Typically,- they said it was no big 
deal. 

I spent that night apprehending scared 
little men who could not figure out how 
the agents had found them. Their lack of 
technical understanding made it unlikely 
they would discover we were using active 
and passive night-vision devices. As far as 
they were concerned, the mystery of their 
being caught simply enhanced the agents’ 
mystique and omnipotence. 

The next day, after snatching some 
sleep, I dressed for the night’s activities: 
my armored vest was a compromise “ hot 
and heavy but giving peace of mind. A 
mottled camo jacket covered my Smith & 
Wesson four-inch Model 29 with added 
Nite-Site®. My boots were old friends and 
made little noise. 

I met my two comrades in the desig¬ 
nated parking lot. The larger man carried 
a four-foot riot baton. 

After exchanging greetings, and dip¬ 
ping some snuff, we drove toward the 
border and climbed toward a place known 
locally as “the soccer field.” The driver 
killed the lights and ignition. 

“Dead Man’s Canyon 
up ahead.” 

“We’ll walk from here,” he said sim¬ 
ply. We began walking single file. 

The smaller man gestured and said, 
“Up* there, to the left. That’s Dead Man’s 
Canyon. Don’t make any noise and keep 
your head down. At night it’s difficult to 
tell size, so if you walk like a tonk 
[nickname for alien], they won’t know 
who you are.” 
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ABOVE: Ingenuity is not 
confined to North America. 
These illegal aliens wear 
homemade anti-tracking 
devices. BELOW: This 1960 
Dodge pick-up, stopped by 
the Border Patrol in 1969, 
hid fourteen illegals in the 
back. The smuggler and two 
illegals rode in front. 



The incline became steeper. They were 
setting a good pace. I regretted my glut¬ 
tony at the Anchor. (Expense accounts 
encourage gorging.) I was beginning to see 
better now. The hill we were traversing 
was strewn with garbage and human ex¬ 
crement. Its stink nauseated me. Soggy 
mattresses, knotted condoms, discarded 
shoes, girlie magazines, bottles and cans, 
toilet paper, tires.... I made a mental 
note to thank the publisher for this juicy 
assignment. 

We reached a level place. I could see 
bonfires a few hundred meters away and 
could hear singing. 

“We’ve really gotta be quiet from now 
on,” whispered the small, tough man at 
.Tiy side. I was relaxed, but alert. The two 
desserts I’d eaten were still deciding 
whether or not to stay dowh. We began 
walking again with heads low. 

As we crested a rise, we got our eyes 
opened. Ahead of us, on a rock-littered 
plain, more than 300 Mexicans milled near 
open fires. My pulse quickened. 

“Jesus Christ,” muttered the big man. 
I wanted action and now I had it. 

I asked, “How are we going to ap¬ 
prehend half of Mexico?” My companion 
on the left brandished his baton in 
answer; the other drew his service 
revolver. This startled me because I 
assumed that when you drew a weapon, 
you meant to shoot someone. v 

‘‘La Migra! 

The smaller man barked an order: 
“Spread out and grab as many as you 
can.” We started walking quickly. Then 
we were spotted. 

The cry went out, "*La Migra! La Migra 
[Irhmigration]!” 

We were running after them now. I 
grabbed a man by the wrist and was look¬ 
ing for another when the larger agent told 
me to let him go. I complied, bewildered. 

He sensed my confusion and shouted, 
“Get the well-dressed ones! They’re the 
polleros (smugglers)!” The crowd was 
outrunning us — running toward Mexico. 

We slowed down. We were disappoint¬ 
ed not to apprehend anyone, but the 
agents felt great about doing what they 
were paid to do. I asked what the strategy 
was now. As answer, an object landed a 
few feet from us. 

“Watch out for rocks.” cautioned the 
smaller man. 

Insults and rocks flew. 

The crowd had regrouped and ap¬ 
parently decided that since it outnum¬ 
bered us 100 to one, it had little to fear. It 
got ugly. Insults and more rocks flew. 
They were testing us. Stories of agents be¬ 
ing stoned returned to me. A quick decir 
sion had to be made. I deferred to my 
companions who had more experience. 
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‘Take out your radio and turn up the 
squelch!” shouted the smaller man. 

I realized what he meant. I looked 
toward a nearby hill and repeatedly yelled 
a man’s first name. My cohort began say¬ 
ing official-sounding nonsense into his 
radio. We couldn’t actually call for sup¬ 
port because technically we were not in 
the area. But the bluff was a good one. It 
bought time. 

Mexican standoff. 

“Start walking backwards the way we 
came,” said the big man. We walked pur¬ 
posefully, guarding our flanks. The hail 
of rocks and bottles slowed. 

“Guess this is what you’d call a Mex¬ 
ican standoff,” quipped the smaller man. 

.“Yeah,” I replied. 

As we retraced our route, we had to 
jump for cover a couple of times, just like 
the aliens, to avoid Fox, the heliborne 
light platform. Since we weren’t officially 
in the area, we couldn’t afford to be seen. 

We got back to the vehicle. The larger 
man turned up the transceiver’s gain. We 
found we’d created quite a stir. A Border 
Patrol vehicle cruised by and its driver 
asked what all the commotion was about. 

The big man hesitated a second, as if 
wondering if he should trust the man, 
then explained that we had just returned 
from the soccer field. 

“I’ll be damned,” smiled the shadowed 
face. “Good for you.” 

My knowledge of the hilly terrain was 
not very good. I’d only been there at night 
and had not seen a map. I asked where ex¬ 
actly had we been. And that’s when I 
realized the aliens* audacity. 

“We were a quarter-mile inside the 
U.S. border,” explained the smaller man. 
“That’s what hacks us off so much. They 
run their raw sewdge into the U.S., taunt 
us, then run for it if we pursue them. Sure 
makes you feel like your hands are tied.” 

1 had the lead for my story now. 1 had 
the action I wanted. And I had new re¬ 
spect for my companions. They had hand¬ 
led themselves like pros in a difficult sit¬ 
uation. Having been in similar confronta¬ 
tions, I knew that any indecision or lack 
of aggressiveness on our parts would’ve 
been interpreted by the crowd as weak¬ 
ness. The agents kept their heads. And 
their lives. 

Both men are vets. Both learned how to 
move in the field while in the service. The 
smaller man [six feet tall] served as a 
Special Forces trooper overseas for a cou¬ 
ple of hitches, the larger as a Marine in 
Vietnam. 

Our border: a fence 
with more holes than posts. 

Now that I’d seen the ease with which 
illegal aliens penetrate our border, I 
wanted to know more. Like most Ameri¬ 
cans, I’d never lived near a border and 
had no idea what one looked like physical- 
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ly. I always assumedour border with Mex¬ 
ico was impregnable. In reality, it is a 
fence with more holes than fenceposts. 

My first question was how can we keep 
illegal aliens out of the U.S.? The answer I 
had in mind showed my naivete. I was 
thinking about a bigger fence, a better 
barrier. The answer I received from most 
Border Patrol agents showed more 
thought: simply remove the financial in¬ 
centive and impoverished Mexicans will 
have no reason to come north. This could 
be accomplished by putting teeth back in 
the law against hiring illegal aliens. A cou¬ 
ple of stiff fines against greedy employers 
would set a good precedent and deter 
others. 

The more people I spoke with, the more 
this idea made sense. We cannot find fault 
with a poor Mexican because he is enter¬ 
prising enough to cross the border illegally 
in search of a job. Most illegal crossers 
aren’t looking for trouble. They simply 
want to find a job, work hard for a while, 
then rejoin their families in Mexico. But 
others want to stay and enjoy the good 
life, while remaining Mexican citizens. 
And here lies the real threat. 

One astute agent asked me what the sec¬ 
ond-largest Mexican population center 
was after Mexico City. I thought for a sec¬ 
ond, then admitted that I’d be guessing. 

His response rocked me: “East Los 
Angeles.” He asked me which was the 
third largest. Again, I admitted my ig¬ 
norance. 

‘‘We’re talking of millions.” 

He said quietly: “Chicago.” 1 was 
beginning to get a new perspective now. 
We were not talking about a few thousand 
or several thousand illegal aliens. We were 
talking about millions of them, living 
comfortably in the U.S., taking advantage 
of our services, and paying little, if any, 
taxes. 

Exactly how many illegal aliens enter 
our country each year is anybody’s guess. 
But an educated estimate comes from the 
Chula Vista sector. They reason as 
follows: in April 1978, Border Patrol 
agents made 45,000 apprehensions. It is 
assumed that only one out of three aliens 
is apprehended — thus, about 90,000 
aliens passed through Chula Vista unde¬ 
tected. 

This makes approximately 1,080,000 il¬ 
legal aliens filtering through each year. If 
Chula Vista sector accounts for 40 percent 
of the nation’s apprehensions, the figure 
jumps to 2,700,000 uninvited guests per 
year. Even our great country cannot sus¬ 
tain a horde that size annually. 

But until the financial incentive for 
American businessmen is removed, the 
problem will remain. Illegal Mexican 
laborers will work long and hard — and 
cheap. And that is the bottom line. As 
long as agribusiness employs illegals, the 
phenomenon will continue. 


Some Americans among us ask: why 
not have an open border policy? Their 
reasoning is that the border barely keeps 
people out anyway, so why not open it 
up? The reasons against this naive notion 
are many. The main one is that each 
sovereign state should take care of its 
own. Why should the U.S. act as a safety 
valve for Mexico’s population overload, 
and for that matter, why should Mexico 
act as ours? 

The safety-valve metaphor was not by 
chance. For decades, Mexico’s economic, 
social and political climate has been 
troubled. An unofficial estimate puts 
Mexico’s unemployment at roughly 50 
percent. If this is so, our turnstile border 
is probably responsible for preventing a 
•major revolution in Mexico. But even if 
that is too emphatic, there is little doubt 
that too many Yankee dollars ride south 
in our brown brothers’ patched britches. 

Dangers: dope and disease. 

Drug smuggling is another reason to 
stop the brown tide. Poor Mexicans, 
wanting to come north illegally, realize 
that money will be needed to pay off 
smugglers and for travel to a likely 
employment site. The easiest way for a 
peasant to obtain mordida (bribe money) 
is to take a few kilos of marijuana with 
him. Thus drugs often accompany Illegals 
in their flight. Outright, large-scale drug 
smuggling is also a problem, but deserves 
an article in and of itself. 

Health hazards brought north by il¬ 
legals figure significantly in the Border 
Patrol agents’ frustration at bureaucratic 
road blocks to law enforcement. Tuber¬ 
culosis, leprosy, venereal disease and 
numerous forms of parasites make the im¬ 
poverished and ignorant illegal even more 
of a problem. 

According to a former agent, “Our TB 
rate’s back up to what it was years ago. 
Schools in the border areas are infested 
with lice. A lot of illegals y/ork in 
restaurant kitchens where disease is par¬ 
ticularly likely to spread. A few years back 
an illegal was apprehended in Chicago. He 
was the salad man in a very exclusive 
restaurant. When he was apprehended, 
his fingertips were missing as a result of 
leprosy. I got TB once from contact with 
our clientele. It’s an occupational 
hazard.” 

Job displacement is a more visible prob¬ 
lem. It affects both legal aliens and 
citizens. The Border Patrol offices receive 
calls daily from frustrated people who 
have just been fired and replaced by il¬ 
legals. Border Patrol agents handling 
these calls sympathize, but are powerless 
to do anything. Perhaps a different Presi¬ 
dent would change this tragic picture. 

Foreign espionage agents also enjoy the 
freedom of our turnstile border. Flying in 
and out of the U.S. is fraught with red 
tape, while Mexico is much less demand¬ 
ing — and a little mordida goes a long 
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way. If we return to a secure border, we 
will make it harder for our enemies to 
come and go freely. 

“Help! We’re under fire!” 

But there is humor in the Border Patrol 
as well as concern and frustration. In 
Chula Vista sector, a couple of years ago, 
two agents were being shot at from the 
Mexican side. 

They got on the radio and pleaded: 
“Send help,' we’re under fire.” They 
waited and waited, and then they heard 
clanging sounds and saw two fire trucks 
charging toward them. 

Pd heard stories that nine-month- 
pregnant Mexicans would try to cross the 
border illegally to give their child 
American citizenship. I asked a recently- 
retired agent about this. 

“There are cases on record where a 
woman, at the last moment, like in El 
Paso, would run across the bridge to drop 
that baby on U.S. soil. Or they’ll go 
across the line [border] through a barbed 
wire fence just to drop that baby. If she 
makes it, her child’s a U.S. citizen. That’s 
it. And I don’t blame her one damn bit.” 

He continued, “If this [poor border 
security] goes on another 10 years, the en¬ 
tire U.S. will be bilingual. And the big 
voting block controlling our national gov¬ 
ernment will be Latin.” 

Like a rock in a beehive. 

“In Chula Vista sector, the smugglers 
have another tactic for getting their 
charges across the border: they come 
across in large groups. In June 1978 three 
Border Patrolmen went out to apprehend 
a group of 2,000. It was like throwing a 
rock through a beehive.... Most of the 
crowd made it into the residential area. 

“For years now, people on the border 
have had to be more careful than most, or 
things would turn up missing. My brother 
and his wife used to live in El Paso. When 
she hung up her clothes to dry, she’d have 
to sit outside until they were done. If you 
wanted to water the lawn, you had to take 
out the hose, water the lawn, then take the 
hose back in again. You didn’t even leave 
a bicycle out. The closer you lived to the 
river, the worse it was.” 

Retired Senior Patrol Agent Dick 
Heidt, a veteran of almost 24 years, now 
residing in Tucson with his family, speaks 
out: 

“The Department of Justice under the 
Carter administration is a criminal organi¬ 
zation. It uses its power to make attacks 
against law enforcement in general and 
the Border Patrol in particular. For exam¬ 
ple, in 1978 we had three agents in Tucson 
who caught a smuggling load containing 
11 or 12 aliens that would have been VRed 
[voluntarily returned, in lieu of deporta¬ 
tion], that night. The smuggler copped 
out; he’d admitted it and was already 

Continued on page 74 
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ABOVE: The 

motivation of 
freedom and 
employment is 
evidenced here by 
this prospective 
illegal alien. 


LEFT: Drugs and 
alien smuggling 
are intertwined. 

In 1967 this truck 
was apprehended 
with 297 kilos of 
marijuana. 



RIGHT: This 
illegal alien 
suffered from 
advanced leprosy 
when 

apprehended. 
Other diseases are 
more dangerous 
because they are 
not visible. 







FROM ESCAPE 

TO 

ESCAPISM 

The AquaScooter Story 


by M.L. Jones 
and John Donovan 

T he scuba diver surfaced a mile off¬ 
shore in the icy North Sea waters. As 
his eyes swept the horizon, searching for 
his beacon of freedom — twin flashes 
from the Danish lightship, Gedser — a 
violent cramp doubled him over helpless¬ 
ly. He clung to the makeshift machine he 
had created, then turned in what he hoped 
was the right direction. 

As the cramp eased up, he let the ma¬ 
chine carry him silently across the choppy 
sea. He looked up, navigating by the 
North Star. Finally, shivering despite his 
wet suit and the heavy sweater he wore 
beneath it, he spotted the Gedser*s two 
flashes winking in the far distance. When 
the lightship’s crew dragged him and his 
water-machine aboard, he had been afloat 
for nearly five hours. Bernd Boettger’s 
prototype AquaScooter had completed its 
first successful test run. 

Boettger, a chemical technician, had 
escaped from East Germany. His first at¬ 
tempt was unsuccessful. While visiting the 
beach at Mecklenburg, he noticed the 
Gedser 15 miles off nearby Gral-Mueritz. 
The lightship rides permanent anchor in 
the North Sea. An excellent swimmer and 
former lifeguard, he decided to swim to it. 
He soon learned that escaping under his 
own power was impossible. The sea was 
too rough, the water too cold and the 
distance too great. 

He decided to make a machine that 
would pull him through the sea. For eight 
months Boettger worked, building his 
first prototype but on his first attempt to 
test his machine, he was spotted by marine 
border guards at Batterhagen, arrested 
and jailed for three months. Although he 
was convicted of an illegal attempt at 
border crossing, his employment in an 
essential industry resulted in a suspended 
sentence and he was allowed to remain 
by the seaside. 

Boettger, armed with a fierce set of re¬ 
quirements, began work on a second ma¬ 
chine: the vehicle had to be quiet; it had to 
pull him under, water; it had to hold 
enough fuel for the 15-mile journey; it 
had to work the first time. 

The machine took a year to build. After 
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purchasing its 1 Vi-HP scooter motor, he 
built his water-scooter from scratch. The 
22-pound mini-sub consisted of a fiber¬ 
glass tank, an engine, a propeller and a 
snorkel-equipped breathing unit. The 
tank had two compartments. One held ap¬ 
proximately seven quarts of fuel, the 
other the flotation unit and air for the 
engine, a muffler for the exhaust and the 
breathing unit. When the machine was 
ready, with a full tank he could count on 
five hours of movement at approximately 
three miles per hour. 

Boettger entered the sea at 11:30 p.m. 
on a starry night in September 1968 from 
the beach at Bad Warnemuende, not far 
from Gral-Mueritz. He immediately sank 
to the 11 / 2 -foot depth that would allow 
him to pass marine border guards man¬ 
ning the coastal watchtower only 1,000 
feet from his entry point. For an hour he 
let his machine drag him under the sea. 
When he saw no sign of pursuit, he 
cautiously broke the surface, dropped the 
12 y 2 -pound leaded belt he used for ballast 
and skimmed across the surface. 

Boettger also carried a second belt for 
provisions. It contained vitamin C and a 
plastic bottle holding a mixture of sugar, 
chocolate ^d milk. A small rubber bal¬ 
loon held 10 ounces of drinking water. On 
his back, he carried safety equipment: a 
rolled-up air mattress and tools for repairs 
at sea. 

For the first hour he remained submerg¬ 
ed, occasionally lifting his head out of the 
water looking for pursuit — but his depar¬ 
ture went unnoticed and the snorkel was 
too small to be spotted with searchlights. 
During the voyage, he held onto the bot¬ 
tom part of the pipe beneath the scooter, 
the propeller screw rotating just in front 
of his nose. 

He swam in total darkness for two 
hours before spotting the Gedser*s signal. 
It took him nearly three more hours ber 
fore he was spotted by the ship’s watch. 

“Man’s head in water!” 

Boettger had made it. 

When the news of his successful escape 
broke in the European press, an executive 
of Rockwell International read about it 
and became interested in Boettger’s water- 
machine. He contacted a West German 
subsidiary of the company which gave 
Boettger the opportunity to begin work on 
a commercial version of his AquaScooter. 

In 1974, Rockwell halted development 


and production of the AquaScooter but 
the ingenious machine refused to die. 
James Taylor brought it to the United 
States where he formed AquaScooter, 
Inc. for its distribution and by the end of 
January 1978, the first commercial Aqua¬ 
Scooter prototype was successfully tested. 

AquaScooter’s inventor was not so for¬ 
tunate: in the early 1970s Bernd Boettger 
died in a diving accident off the coast of 
Spain. —M.L. Jones 



Bernd Boettger holds prototype AquaScooter 
that carried him across North Sea in 1968. 
Machine has two-chambered fiberglass tanks, 
engine, propeller and snorkehequipped breath¬ 
ing unit, supplying air to both diver and engine. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Maj. John L. Donovan, president of 
DdhoVan^s Dyh^itiitglnc.,>0h$adof 
the underwater search and recavery 
team for the McLean County, III,, 
Sheriff’s Dept.; bomb dispose offtcer 
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Sangamon County, Ill., karate and 
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SCUBA mstrubtor mth more than 
4,400 hours underwater. Donovan is 
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F or the past few months I have been 
using and evaluating , the 
AquaScooter. I tested it in rivers and lakes 
for about 50 hours in rough and smooth 
weather conditions. I find it to be a fine 
piece of sporting equipment for scuba or 
skin divers. It is capable of hauling three 
grown men with a total weight of 580 
pounds and can be used by the whole 
family. 

The machine has a uniquely submersi¬ 
ble two-cycle engine that uses a gas/oil 
mixture. This engine is completely sub- 
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mersible, since the machine has a 3 Vi-foot 
snorkel that lets the engine “breathe.” If 
the snorkel goes underwater, the air is 
shut off and the engine stops immediately. 
If, however, only a small amount of water 
has gotten into the air tank the engine can 
be restarted underwater. 

One point I would like to stress: if you 
let it go, the machine floats and turns in a 
small circle until retrieved. 

The AquaScooter is manufactured by 
AquaScooter, Inc., Dept. SOF, 43 Com¬ 
merce St., Springfield, NJ 07081, (201) 
379-1323. 

The 15-pound machine is easily trans¬ 
portable and can be used to drive an in¬ 
flatable or lightweight boat. Like any 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

OlrecWrive two stroke 
engine dlspiacement. 48cc 
Power 2 HP <DIN) at 
4,000 RPM (t.47 KW) 
thrust approx. ... —.. 18*24 Kgs. 

Ignition magneto . 808CH 
Ignition advance 1. -. . 2mm 

Sparkplug 

(set gap .02approx4.. BOSCH W 96T 1M 
Carburetor ......... i.. TlbtOTSON HS 

Pueltankcapacity .. About 2 liters 
Fuel mbrture: 

ewImmlng^Boats — 100:1 — 50:1 
MEASUREMENTS 

Length.... i i ,.... 514mm (20.3 In.) 

width_____....... 182mm (7.2 In;) 

Height. ..._____ 307nim (I2.l ln.) 

Weight.6,400 Kg. (14 lbs.) 


other good piece of equipment, it requires 
some care in operation and maintenance. 
It will run on the surface or submerged 
down to three feet at a top speed of 3 Vi 
miles per hour. Handgrips with thumb- 
trigger control regulate speed. A tank of 
gas will last about two hours. Care of the 
equipment is basic. After use, let it run 
one minute out of water, then rinse with 
fresh water. This purges any water that 
may have gotten into the engine through 
the snorkel. 

People who like moderately, priced 
sporting goods equipment will be in¬ 
terested to know that AquaScooter sells 
for less than $300. Accessories are avail¬ 
able. They include a bracket that converts 
the unit into an outboard motor for light 
boats and a carrying case. 

The equipment, if painted a dark color, 
can be used for covert operations. Besides 
being lightweight and compact, it is noise¬ 
less when submerged. 

The AquaScooter is durable, depend¬ 
able, exciting and fun — and it offers ex¬ 
cellent quality and service. 

I recommend it. —John Donovan 





TOP: Compact AquaScooter 
looks tike gas tank of motorbike 
with snorkel attached ~ as 
Donovan demonstrates before 
testing it out. Photo: Jean A. 
Daily. LEFT: Under way — Aqua¬ 
Scooter propels Donovan 
through water at 3V^ mph during 
test. Snorkel prevents water 
from reaching engine. Photo: 
Jean A. Daily. BOTTOM: Florida 
seaside beauties prepare to test 
20-inch AquaScooter. Five-inch 
diameter, enclosed propeller de¬ 
velops up to 50 pounds of thrust 
at 4,000 rpm. 
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ANNUAL SJIjOE SHOW 

SOF Attends Annual Shooting, 

Hunting and Outdoor Trade Show 

by Dana K. Drenkowski and N.E. MacDougald 


San Francisco’s Brooks Hall hosted this year’s Shooting, Hunting, and Outdoor Trade show. 
Last year’s premier of the SHOT show in St. Louis hinted that it would soon supplant the older 
National Sporting Goods Association show. For those interested in weapons, it’s the only place to 
be. Over 400 exhibitors showed their wares this year. Following are the products and processes 
that caught oui| collective eye. 



Louis N, Graves Co., Inc., Dept. SOF, 
Box 308, Anoka, MN 44303, dem¬ 
onstrated its new Sports Crock Stick. The 
two four-inch by 14-inch ceramic rods fit 
in a 51 / 2 -inch impact plastic base that clips 
onto pocket or visor. Designed for bow 
hunters, backpackers, fishermen and sur¬ 
vival kits, the new device will put a 
finishing edge on small blades or fish 
hooks. It is not intended to re-edge 
damaged blades. Price $5.95. 


Benchmark Knives, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 998, Gastonia, NC 28052, offers the 
Diamondback featuring Benchmark’s 
exclusive Rolox System™. Standard 
niodel pictured with genuine India stag 
handles and leather sheath. Other models 
available with choice of Coco Bolo wood 
or Micarta handles. Rolox System™ does 
away with conventional folding mecha¬ 
nism. Instead the thumb slides the blade 
into position where it locks. Price ranges 
from $75 to $90. 
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Action Arms Ltd., Dept. SOF, 4567 
Bermuda St., Philadelphia, PA 19124, 
displayed a new semi-auto version of the 
famous UZI submachine gun. We talked 
briefly with Uzi Gal, designer of this 
famous weapon and the Galil assault rifle. 
The new semi-auto model sports a 16-inch 
barrel to meet minimum-length standards 


for the feds. Unlike the original, the new 
weapon fires from a closed bolt and uses a 
floating rather than a fixed firing pin. The 
receiver configuration is also different 
from the original so that basement tin- 
kerers cannot convert it to automatic. The" 
new UZI weighs %Vi pounds empty. Price: 
$595. 



Swarvoski Optik KG, distributed by 
Stricter Corporation, Dept. SOF, 2100 
18th Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201, display¬ 
ed several rubber-armored fine optical 
systems. The 7x42 binoculars are the only 
waterproo/ centerfocus model avail¬ 


able. They are engineered with reliefs for 
the thumbs and are thus comfortable, a 
major consideration when viewing for long 
periods. Priced at $1,245, the optics are 
reputed to be as good or better than their 
German competitors, Zeiss and Leitz. 


Also available is a rubber-armored 
spotting scope. The fully coated (Iralin®) 
30x75 Habicht scope weighs 1.3 kilograms 
and measures 330mm when closed, 
530mm open. Price: $885. 
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Beretta Arms Co,, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 2000, Ridgefield, CT 06877, an¬ 
nounces their BM 62, a civilian version of 
their BM 59. Weighing 914 pounds, the 


gas-operated weapon is basically a refitted Chester). Length of the carbine is 38.5 
Ml. The BM 62 features a detachable 20- inches, price $985 at time of publication, 
round box magazine, recoil pad, and is 
chambered for 7.62 NATO (.308 Win- 


Norma-Precision Ammunition Co,, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 30-06, Ithaca, NY 
14850, announced their new special Nor¬ 
ma Magnum ammo. Norma reps stated 
that the new round delivers magnum 
velocities without accompanying high 
pressures. According to their figures, 
38( P) ammo from other manufacturers 
propels a 110-grain bullet 1,020 FPS, 
while the Norma 38 special Magnum will 
deliver 1,540 FPS with that projectile. 
Norma claims their new load i§ safe in any 
38 special revolver. According to the man¬ 
ufacturer, their achievement stems from a 
technologically advanced powder. A 
50-round box retails for $24.85. 


Pacific Tool Company (A division of 
Hornady), Dept. SOF, Box 2048, Grand 
Island, NE 68801, exhibited their new 
Positive Priming System. The automatic 
primer eliminates individual primer handl¬ 
ing and reduces priming cycle time. One 
cycle moves the primer arm under the 
automatic primer feed, picks up a primer, 
moves it into the ram cavity and up into 
the die where it is seated. The new primer 
system comes with the new 0-7 reloading 
press and costs $59.95. 

Hornady exhibited its second offering 
in its series of 22 caliber match bullets. 
Designated as 52-grain BTHP, it is the 
first boat-tail design in the series. The 
manufacturer says it is ideally suited to 
both bench rest and long range varmint 
tasks. The bullet features an extremely 
small hollow point. Price not available. 









































Colt Firearms, Dept. SOF, 150 er Mk III can be had in 22 LR, 22 $295.95 to $485, depending on model. 


Huyshope Ave., Hartford, CT 06102, 
boasts new handguns. Both Python and 
Trooper Mk III feature new 8” barrels. 
The Python is chambered for either 38 
special or .357 magnum, while the Troop- 


magnum, 38 special, and.357 magnum (all 
models available in blue or nickel). These 
new barrel lengths and new calibers 
should please hunters looking for a high-* 
quality DA revolver. Prices range from 


Colt’s Custom Shop now offers an elec¬ 
troless nickel finish called Nitex, resembl¬ 
ing stainless steel in appearance (see SOF, 
May 1979, page 63). 
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Wichita Engineering and Supply, Inc,, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 
67211, displayed its new line of products. 
Wichita makes bench rest and silhouette 
rifles, silhouette pistols, barreled actions 
and a full line of accessories. (Shown is a 
checkered stock for Ruger’s Mini-14 com¬ 
ing between Publisher Brown on right and 
Wichita President Nolan H. Jackson). 
Those interested in particularly corrosion- 
resistant weapons, will find the stainless 
steel Wichita Magnum rifles and pistols 
interesting. The Magnum rifle sells for 
$1,750, the pistol’s price on request. 


Diamond Machine Technology, Inc,, 
Dept. SOF, 34 Tower St., Hudson, MA 
01749, premiered their Diamond Whet¬ 
stone. DMT’s sharpening substance con¬ 
tains minute diamond particles that 
sharpen quickly; water is used instead of 
oil. Diamond Whetstones come in four 
sizes, from approximately 1x3x14 to 
3x8x1 and offer coarse and fine grits. 
Prices range from $13 to $60, including 
leather cases for the smaller sizes and 
wood for the larger. 



























Dan Wesson Arms, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
293 Main St., Monson, MA 01057, (413) 
267-4081, showed a prototype of their 44 
magnum revolver. According to sales 
manager Fred Hill, the new wheelgun’s 
action drops out the bottom like all Ruger 
DA revolvers. Like other Dan Wesson 
handguns, the gun will feature inter¬ 
changeable barrels and shrouds. And a 
“gun-leveling” device will be built into 
the shroud that, according to Hill, will 
reduce muzzle whip. Lead bullets may 
tend to block the vents in the gun-leveling 
device, thus jacketed bullets are recom¬ 
mended. The gun will be available in 
about a year and will be priced com¬ 
petitively with other high-quality 44s. 



THE FORCED “BUSSING" OF CARTER: 
GREATEST POLITICAL POSTER OF 1980 

When Soviet Communist Boss Leonid Brezhnev bussed 
the cheek of Jimmy Carter at the ceremonial signing of 
the SALT Two Treaty in Vienna, it was a smack heard 
round the world. Now, FOR THE FIRST TIME, you 
can acquire a huge, two-foot-by-three-foot, full-color pos¬ 
ter of this silly spectacle, to display wherever voters con¬ 
gregate (offices, gas stations, stores, meeting halls, lodges, 
veterans' posts, truck stops, your own den or family- 
room). Destined to be a collector's hem, just 5,000 of 
the first-run posters will be available. ORDER NOW! 

(C) COPYRIGHT 1980 FLORIDA CONSERVATIVE UNION 


YES. I'D LIKE TO KISS OFF JIMMY. Please rush me 

_ poster(s) at the rate of: 1 for $5.75 ... 3 for 

$9.75 ... 5 for $14.75 ... 10 for $24.75 (price includes 
postage, sturdy mailing tube, handling). Delivery within 
three weeks. Make check'(personal or business) payable 
to FCU (Florida Conservative Union) for $._ 

PLEASE PRINT 


Address 


"Vienna Schmaltz," originaf painting by Wilson Scruggs 


City, State, Zip_ 

MAIL COUPON WITH PA YMENT (which is considered 
a contribution to FCU, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organi¬ 
zation incorporated in Florida in 1971; not a political 
committee) to FCU,P.0. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
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DELTA AMBUSH 

NVA Trap Former Comrades 

by Chris Doyle 
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TOP: South Vietnamese 
Regional Force soldier holds 
B-40 rocket captured on Hill 
102 in Tri Ton District. 
RIGHT: Chau Got served as 
Viet Cong assistant 
company commander before 
coming over. He was a 
scout leader in Tri Ton 
District in 1971. 
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I T was 3:00 a.m. on a sweltering night 
along a small nameless canal, deep in 
the Mekong Delta. The Cambodian bor¬ 
der lay several kilometers away. A full 
moon highlighted the backdrop of 
ominous mountains, on which Viet Cong 
signal fires burned. These beacons served 
to guide North Vietnamese troops moving 
north from the Tram, to infiltrate the 
famous **Seven Mountains Region,” as 
that part of the western Delta is known. 
Nui Goto (Superstition Mountain), most 
important of the “Seven Sisters,” had 
been a communist stronghold since the 
days of the Viet Minh. 

Currently, portions of three NVA reg¬ 
iments (95-A, 18-B and 101-D) occupied 
its slopes. A particularly heavy concentra¬ 
tion of communist troops, along with a 
regimental headquarters, was entrenched 
on a rocky prominence known in local 
jargon as the “Rockpile.” B-52s, napalm, 
artillery and air-dropped cluster bomb 
units (CBUs) had thus far failed to 
dislodge them. 

Despite swarms of unrelenting mos¬ 
quitoes and oppressive humidity, the five 
Kit Carson Scouts lying in ambush among 
the reeds lining the canal did not stir, but 
continued their silent vigil, awaiting the 
prey. Suddenly, without warning, it hove 
into view — a large sampan being poled 
swiftly through the darkness, moving so 
quietly it almost seemed to float above the 
water. As the craft entered the kill zone 
one of the scouts detonated a claymore, 
then another, and the rattle of small arms 
filled the night. 

It was over as quickly as it had begun. 
Leaning to one side, the sampan drifted 
crazily, and one of its occupants floated 
face down in the murky water. Rising 
from the reeds, the scouts took up pre¬ 
assigned positions. One scout entered the 
water and brought the rapidly sinking 
sampan and the floating body to shore. 

The sampan, liberally sprinkled with 
holes, contained three more bodies — 
North Vietnamese by their dress — and a 
hodge-podge of weapons: two AKs, a 
BAR, an SKS, a damaged Ml Garand and 
a 45 pistol. Other gear included sacks of 
rice, a ChiCom field telephone, clothing, 
field packs and a variety of documents. 

The bodies were lined up along the 
canal bank and methodicsdly searched, 
yielding more documents and a roll of 
blood-soaked piasters. The sampan was 
then filled with water and allowed to sink; 
the documents and piaster notes were 
tossed into a waiting sack. 

Reassembling, the scouts shouldered 
the captured weapons and other booty 
and moved out single-file across the pad¬ 
dies. Later, when it was light, they would 
return to fingerprint and photograph the 
bodies, provided they had not been car¬ 
ried off in the interim by the enemy. A 
short march by an alternate route would 
bring the scouts back to the government 
outpost they had departed some eight 
hours earlier. 
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TALES OF THE 
SEVEN MOUNTAINS 

by Chris Doyle 

URING a tour of duty in the Seven 
Mountains, known alternately as the 
“Seveii Devils/* American advisors gath¬ 
ered dozens of human-interest stories that 
— while certain never to make the front 
page — were nonetheless interesting in 
themselves, illustrating the war’s unique 
and sometimes bizarre character. 

Once th0re were three Viet Cong who 
surrendered to an RF outpost near Olam, 
seeking amnesty under the provisions of 
the Ghieu Hoi Program. They were turned 
oyer to local American advisors, inter¬ 
rogated, treated to a shower and a hot 
meal, then sent on to Chau Phu by chop¬ 
per for indoctrination at the Chieu Hoi 
Center. A week later, while working in the 
kitchen, they were caught trying to in¬ 
troduce poison into ;thb afternoon meal. 
During interrogation by ARVN field force 


? pbiic^rf all thr^e confessedTo being ?^.OTer;- 
tration agents.” 

A number of the RF-companies in Tri 
Ton District were composed of tough eth¬ 
nic Cambodians —-Khmer Kamppuchia 
kram,^’ they called themselves — whp 
had formerly been bandits until brought 
over to the government’s side through the 
machinations of Special Forces in the ear¬ 
ly ’60s. The KKK ate the livers of their 
enemies to gain strength, and on occasion 
would ask their American advisors to 
take of the feast. Most declined. 

One American Army captain who em¬ 
braced the tenets of capitalism a little too 
enthusiastically'was relieved of duty and 
court-martialed when it came to light he 
was involved in selling arms to Cambo¬ 
dians across the border.^His sales included 
a .50-caliber and two M60 machine guns, 
and he had standing orders for as many 
more as he could supply/ ' . 

A number of U.S; civilian organiza¬ 
tions were represented in Chau Doc, and 
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ABOVE: Weapons, ordnance, field gear captured after Scouts ambushed column of 60 NVA, 
killing 14 (confirmed) In March 1971. LEFT: Chau Ut Le, second4n'Command of Scouts, was 
killed under mysterious circumstances In August 1971 on outskirts of the district town. 


one thini wet-lipped young man who 
worked for International Voluntary Serv¬ 
ices gave every indication of being of the 
limp-wristed species. Later it transpired 
that his favorite pastime was going alone 
on night ambushes along the Cambodian 
border. 

Chau Phu, the provincial capital, 
boasted a house of ill-repute known as the 
'‘Green Door,*’ rumored to be the “best 
whorehouse west of Can Tho.” While it 
was never on the same scale as the “Pink 
House” in Danarig* the “Green Door” 
was enough of an attraction that troops in 
the outlying areas were always finding ex¬ 
cuses to go into Chau Phu “on business.” 

Among the RF soldiers on Hill 102 was 
a wizened old character, minus several 
fingers, known as the “Mad Bomber.” It 
was his job to construct and maintain the 
maze of defensive mines and boobytraps 
that surrounded his company’s position. 
The American advisers always secretly 
prayed that his missing digits were not ^ 
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testimony to his skill at handling explosive 
ordnance. The “Mad Bomber’s” son also 
came in for his share of notoriety was 
said that on one occasion the youngster 
had carried a grenade to school and tossed 
it through a classroom window, putting 
the schoolhouse out of commission for 
several weeks. 

And finally, there is the tale of the NVA 
soldier who was captured and put on a 
chopper bound for the province’s intelli¬ 
gence center to undergo interrogation. As 
the chopper approached the Chau Phu LZ 
at about 400 feet altitude the prisoner sud¬ 
denly leaped from his seat and out the 
door, feet first. They found him in the 
paddies the next morning, up to his waist 
in mud and quite dead. 

Quipped a Special Forces trooper near¬ 
by, “Damn finest stand-up landing I ever 
saw,” 



The majority of the Tri Ton Scouts had 
chieu-hoied (defected) after the disastrous 
1968 Tet Offensive. Although the Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese scored an in¬ 
ternational propaganda triumph with 
their Tet “victory,” its hollowness was 
apparent to knowledgeable observers. 
Thousands of experienced guerrillas and 
veteran political cadres had been sacrific¬ 
ed — in vain — in an attempt to capture 
objectives that could only be held for very 
limited periods of time, if at all. 

Likewise, a general uprising of the “op¬ 
pressed” South Vietnamese populace — 
which Hanoi and the puppet National 
Liberation Front had grandly predicted — 
also failed to materialize. Now, Hanoi 
was forced to send thousands of replace¬ 
ments south, as fillers for decimated Viet 
Cong units. Regular North Vietnamese 
units were also sent, to bolster the fighting 
spirit of the surviving Viet Cong. In the 
spring of 1969 the first North Vietnamese 
army units made their appearance in the 
delta, previously an all-Viet Cong show. 
Their mission was to attempt to wrest 
back territory which had passed to Free 
World military forces in the aftermath of 
the Tet “victory.” 

Scout Leaders 

In late 1968 the first contingent of Kit 
Carson Scouts in Tri Ton District was 
organized, under the operational control 
of a U.S. Army captain. He was also re¬ 
sponsible for their rations, weapons and 
pay. The scouts were first tasked with 
gathering intelligence and conducting am¬ 
bushes; on occasion they also led forays 
on Nui Goto. They continued functioning 
within this framework until June 1969, 
when their captain was replaced by a 
young, aggressive second lieutenant fresh 
from the Intelligence School at Fort 
Holabird, Md. 

This new commander set about reorga¬ 
nizing the scouts and over a period of 18 
months increased their number from nine 
to 16. Their mission and their effec¬ 
tiveness were increased to include joint 
ambushes with district Regional and Pop¬ 
ular Force units, Eagle Flight strikes, and 
operations with the National Police Field 
Force. When required, the scouts acted as 
guides or advance elements for such units 
as ARVN Rangers, Special Forces CIDG 
and the Mobile Riverine Force. They were 
also charged with setting up and maintain¬ 
ing agent networks among the local 
populace. 

Phoenix Action Arm 


Eventually, together with the local pro¬ 
vincial reconnaissance unit, the Kit Car- 
son Scouts became the action arm of the 
Phung Hoang (Phoenix) Program within 
Tri Ton ^District. On an “as-needed” 
basis, the scouts also provided assistance 
and training to People’s Self-Defense 
Forces throughout the district. 
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After some well-deserved sleep they 
would be picked up by truck and returned 
to the sub-sector compound, where they 
would brief the U.S. military intelligence 
officer who served as their control. The 
scouts were sure he would be pleased — 
the month was not yet half over and this 
was their second successful ambush. They 
might even receive another bonus! 

Kit Carson Scouts 

These dark-skinned troopers in 
camouflage utilities and black baseball 
sneakers were part of the contingent of 
Kit Carson Scouts from Tri Ton District, 
in the province of Chau Doc — the very 
heart of the well-known and much feared 
“Seven Mountains Region.” All were of 
Cambodian extraction and, as required by 
the Kit Carson Scout Program, were 
former members of the Viet Cong who 
had defected to the South Vietnamese 
government under the auspices of the 
Chieu Hoi, or Open Arms Program. Fol¬ 
lowing security checks and political indoc¬ 
trination at a Chieu Hoi Center, they had 
all volunteered for the Kit Carson Scout 
Program. 

Since scouts were usually employed in 
their native areas, where it was correctly 
judged they would be most effective, this 
usually meant they would be up against 
their former comrades-in-arms. If cap¬ 
tured, they could look forward to a slow, 
lingering death at the hands of the Viet 
Cong. The local District Party Committee 
had already sentenced all of the Tri Ton 
scouts to death in absentia, for “betray¬ 
ing” the communist cause. 

In their years of communist service, sev¬ 
eral scouts had risen to relatively promi¬ 
nent positions in the Viet Cong ranks. 
Chau Got, scout leader, had previously 
been the assistant company commander 
of C-804, the local district force company. 
Another scout, Chau ut Le, had served 
with the insurgents since the days of the 
Viet Minh, and was a well-known figure 
throughout the district. A third, Chau 
Krech — dubbed “Smiley” by the 
American advisers — had been the leader 
of a Viet Cong mortar platoon. All had 
switched sides after realizing that the com¬ 
munist cause was bankrupt — that na¬ 
tionalists and others who clamored for 
reform were only being used to further the 
aims of the Lao Dong hierarchy in Hanoi. 

By their constant interdiction of enemy 
patrols and supplies, the scouts by early 
1970 had become the proverbial thorn in 
the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese paw, 
which tried several times to “ambush the 
ambushers.” On one occasion approxi¬ 
mately 60 enemy troops, with a 60mm 
mortar and a .51-caliber machine gun, 
waited in the vicinity of several recent 
scout contacts for three nights, determin¬ 
ed to eliminate their adversaries. The 
scouts, forewarned through their local in¬ 
telligence network, meticulously avoided 
the area. 


On another occasion, during a daylight 
exchange of gunfire in the abandoned 
hamlet of Kok Khvao, the scouts* control 
(newly promoted to first lieutenant) suc¬ 
ceeded in wounding one of the local dis¬ 
trict party committee members, grazing 
his cheek with an M16 round and laying it 
open to the bone. The wounded insurgent 
managed to escape, but seemed to take 
this as a person^ affront. Several days 


later, while conducting a proselytizing ses¬ 
sion in a small hamlet near Olam, he thor¬ 
oughly denounced the American officer 
and his band of “renegades” to the 
assembled crowd in no uncertain terms. 
His bandaged cheek added emphasis to 
his speech. 

Still later, enemy documents were cap¬ 
tured which mentioned some of the 
scouts’ exploits and promised a substan- 
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tial reward for their elimination, in whole 
or in part. There were no takers. 

Throughout 1970 the scouts continued 
to function in a manner all out of propor¬ 
tion to their number. They constantly 
preyed on the enemy, ambushing couriers, 
interrupting resupply missions and forcing 
members of the infrastructure to surface. 
On several occasions they were singled out 
for praise by the late John Paul Vann, top 


U.S. advisor in the IV Corps Military 
Region and a frequent visitor to Tri Ton 
rSee SOF. Jan.. Feb. ’801. 

In the latter half of 1970 the scouts 
began working with the ARVN 9th Divi¬ 
sion and related units, then attempting to 
reduce the communist presence in the 
Seven Mountains. In the campaign’s early 
days, the scouts led two battalions up the 
slopes of Nui Goto. Later, they moved to 




LEFT: Scouts Chau Con, Chau Ut Le, Chau Ray, Chau Got 
and “Smiley” during period they worked with ARVN 9th 
Division. RIGHT: Author during March 1970 operation in 
An Tuc. 



LEFT: Scouts Chau Ut Le, “Smiley” and Chau Ray during cave-clearing 
operations on Nui Coto in fall 1970. BELOW: Ethnic Cambodians work with 
allied units. Man at right holds fully automatic, chopped-down M2 carbine. 


Tuk Chup Knoll (the “Rockpile”), the 
mountain’s southwestern extremity and 
the main focus of enemy resistance. 

In December 1970, the scouts received a 
new control, every bit as adept as his 
predecessor. Enemy troops were now flee¬ 
ing Nui Coto in large numbers, attempt¬ 
ing to reach the neighboring mountains of 
Nui Cam and Nui Giai. 


Ambush! 

In early 1971, assisted by four U.S. ad¬ 
visers, the scouts ambushed a column of 
approximately 60 NVA. Spotting the 
enemy’s approach through a Starlight 
Scope, the scouts deployed and took up 
positions. After detonating claymores, 
they took part in a heavy firefight. 
Dawn’s first light revealed 14 NVA bodies 
and numerous blood trails. A con¬ 
siderable quantity of weapons, equipment 
and field gear was also left behind by the 
enemy. This engagement proved to be the 
scouts’ largest single kill. There were no 
friendly casualties. 

By the summer of 1972, the U.S. 
ground combat role in the Republic of 
Vietnam was rapidly drawing to a close, 
.and the Kit Carson Scout contingent in 
Tri Ton District was phased out. A few of 
the scouts opted to cross the border into 
Cambodia, where they joined the army of 
the Khmer Republic. Those who chose to 
remain behind in Tri Ton were integrated 
into local district forces and organized in¬ 
to a Special Reconnaissance Platoon. 

First assigned to Salon Hamlet, at the 
base of Hill 102, they were to secure the 
immediate area and prevent the enemy 
from collecting taxes and food and indoc¬ 
trinating local inhabitants. Within a few 
days of arrival, they endeared themselves 
to the locals by conducting a successful 
ambush which netted several enemy KIAs. 
Weapons and documents were also recov¬ 
ered. 


Death and Destruction 

By employing the enemy’s own tactics 
against him, the Tri Ton scouts succeeded 
in turning the canals and byways of the 
“Seven Mountains Region” into a laby¬ 
rinth of death and destruction for small 
units of Viet Cong and North Vietnamese. 
In their SVi ye^rs of operation, from late 
1968 to mid-1972, the scouts ran up a 
score of over 100 confirmed enemy killed, 
plus a sizable list of probables. These 
figures are all the more significant when 
one considers that many of the enemy 
casualties were important individuals: 
couriers, party committee members, 
cadres and the like, who were not easily 
replaceable. Kit Carson Scout casualties 
for the same period amounted to two kill¬ 
ed and four wounded. That is combat ef¬ 
fectiveness! 
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LETHAL 
LIGHT WEIGHTS 


New Squad Automatic Weapon 
Is Lighter, 

Has Interchangeable Ammo 

by Tom Wilkinson 






PHi 


Author Tom 
Wilkinson, 
former Green 
Beret, holds 
the H&K 
XM248. 


A S an end user, 1 say: “It’s about 
time/’ 

Tm talking about the U*S. military’s 
decision to develop a Squad Automatic 
Weapon (SAW) that: 1. has more fire¬ 
power than the standard infantry rifle; 2. 
has less bulk and weight than standard 
squad or company machine guns; 3. can 
be operated by one man dependably. 

It must be capable of sustained, ac¬ 
curate, automatic fire, have quick-change 
barrels and be loaded from linked belts or 
assault packs. In view of my knowledge of 
the present system, I will add that it must 
be capable of accepting magazines from 
the standard M16 rifle with no adapta¬ 
tion. This, I feel, is a strong requirement, 
as the SAW should be the same caliber as 
the standard infantry weapon. If a ma¬ 
chine-gunner — and that could be you — 
runs out of belted ammo, a rifleman could 
throw him a 30-round magazine from his 
Ml6 to keep him working. 

A SAW must be light. I know some of 
us walked from one end of Korea or Viet- 
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ABOVE: SAW Experimental Model XM262, made by Heckler & Koch, West Germany, has cyclic rate of fire of 900 rpm. It is 
belt fed, belt driven by sprockets, has roller locked, retarded blowback action system, barrel length with flash suppressor of 
462mm, weighs 7.69 kg without ammunition, but with accessories; overall length of one meter. BELOW; Ford Aerospace and 
Communications Corp, of the O.S. produced this XM248 as its candidate for new SAW. It has cyclic rate of fire of 500 rpm, is 
belt fed with rotary drive and operates through dual gas system with three-lug rotating bolt. Barrel length with flash suppressor 
is 609mm. It weighs with accessories but without ammo 6.5 kg, has overall length of one meter. 
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ABOVE: Experimental SAW (XiVl249), made by Fabrique Nationale, Belgium (familiar to many SOF readers), has cyclic rate of 
five varying from 700 to 1,100 rpm. Fed by box magazine, it is operated by single gas system with two-lug rotating bolt; has 
barrel length with flash suppressor of 523mm, weighs with accessories and without ammunition 6.5 kg. Overall length is one 
meter. BELOW: G.S. Army, courtesy of Ballistics Research Laboratory, Aberdeen, Md., has its own candidate for new SAW, 
XJV1106 — cyclic rate of fire 750 rmp, weighs with accessories, but without ammo, 4.8 kg. Gun is fed through standard M16 AI 
rifle magazines or by three-box (Tri-Mag) assemblies. Its operation/locking mechanism is rotating boit with eight lugs. Barrel 
length with flash suppressor Is 546mm, overall length one meter. Like all other hopefuls. It fires 5.56mm ammo. 
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Griswold range assault 
course — note lack of recall 
in full automatic fire 
(XM248). This is true of aii 
the SAW candidates. 



H&K XM262 — this 
weapon fires both semi and 
full automatic. Was the 
heaviest of all the SAW can¬ 
didates. 


•* 
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nam to the other, humping our standard 
— and heavy — MGs of the time — but 
you who did it can't tell me you wouldn’t 
have liked them to have been lighter. 

Simple to operate. 

A SAW must be simple to operate and 
to keep operating. How much training 
does it take to make a soldier proficient 
in operation and maintenance? A SAW 
should not require head spacing, timing, 
complex take-down or assembly. 

Then we add weight distribution and 
balance, the sight picture and how the 
weapon feels in the assault position. 

Will it jam when dirty? How easy is it to 
clear when jammed? Can it be taken in the 
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bush without front sights, carrying 
handles and barrel latches snagging? Can 
it go for days on end, be taken across 
rivers and dropped in dirt or mud? Will it 
do this without cleaning or oiling and still 
fire? If it can*t, it will get you killed. I 
know training and field manuals say clean 
every so many hours or so many rounds 
fired but these manuals are written for 
more ideal times. 

These are some of the considerations we 
kicked around regarding the Squad Auto¬ 
matic Weapon. Now it seems the military 
has asked the same basic questions. 

In case I don’t always make it clear, I 
call two entirely different groups of peo¬ 
ple “the military”: one, the policy 
makers, the career people, who use 


regulations not as guidelines but as 
reasons why one can’t do something. 
Then you have the pros^ who must try to 
function, train and survive under these 
self-perpetuating, paper-pushing SOBs 
(the Wilber Js of the world). In this case, 
even the paper tigers have put aside per¬ 
sonal ambitions and gotten behind a new 
weapon system — the Squad Automatic 
Weapon. 

Military Tests. 

The SAW project has taken me from 
Aberdeen, Md., to Fort Benning, Ga. 
Aberdeen heads the technical or purely 
functional tests. User tests are conducted 
at Griswold Range, Fort Benning. Gris- 
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wold Range is a story in itself. The com¬ 
puterized range has moving single targets 
and moving area targets at ranges of ap¬ 
proximately 30 to 1,000 meters. The com¬ 
puter not only records hits but tells one 
what gun fired on which target, 

Maj. Robert Weise, a SAW project test 
officer from the Small Arms Test Division 
at Fort Henning, is professional and genu¬ 
inely interested in the program. His sup¬ 
port personnel put in long hours. Of these 
men, NCOIC Sgt. Sam Whitt and PFC 
John Spell do more than just their jobs, 
and I’m not that easy to impress. 

Approximately 30 soldiers fire the 
SAWs for test purposes. They are rotated 
from gun to gun to insure all weapons get 
a fair evaluation. Not all test gunners take 
the interest that PFC Spell does. Some fire 
just to burn up the ammo and go lay on 
their ass. But rotation of personnel in¬ 
sures that good gunners fire all weapons. 

Testing Scenario. 

The scenario calls for the guns to be 
fired from a foxhole, in a prone position 
on the big range. Gunners then move to 
the assault range where they fire from 
various positions on wooded trails at pop¬ 
up targets. Tests are fired day and night, 
rain or shine, hot or cold. Weapons are 
not cleaned until so many rounds have 
been fired through them in order to check 
functioning under adverse conditions. 

Throughout these tests, logs are kept on 
each weapon (by serial number) on barrel 
chzinges, accuracy, jams, misfires and 
anything else that might affect perfor¬ 
mance. 


XM106 

The four weapons being tested are: 

The XM106 — a much-modified M16 
rifle. It has a heavy, quick-change barrel, 
heavier bipod and longer sight radius. It 
fires from the open-bolt position. It does 
not fire from a belt, but from three 
30-round magazines, pop-riveted together 
with spacers for quick change. These 
M16s were modified to M106 configura¬ 
tion by BRL, Aberdeen, Md. 

XM248 

This basic system has been around for 
some time and is an in-house develop¬ 
ment. The weapon was initially developed 
by Rodman Labs in contention with two 
other commercially designed systems. 
(Although in the 1966 small-arms study 
the other two weapons tested out better, 
the Rodman was selected.) The gun was 
given the OK because it has ‘‘unique and 
novel design features” — but so did the 
Edsel. 

The weapon was given to Ford Aero¬ 
space and Communications Corp., Aero¬ 
nautics Div., for further work. Ford has 
brought it to its present state of devel- 
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opment. The XM248 fires from an open 
bolt. It has a dual-rod, dual-gas system 
with a rotary feed assembly on one of the 
rods and a quick-change barrel. 

XM262 

The XM262 has the dubious distinction 
of being the heaviest of the four candi¬ 
dates at 7.69 kilograms, oyer one kilo¬ 
gram heavier than its closest rival. The 
gun fires from the closed bolt, has a 
quick-change barrel and sprocket drive- 
feed mechanism. It can be fired semi or 
full automatic. The XM262 js produced 
by Heckler & Koch of Germany. 

XM249 

The XM249 fires from an open bolt, 
has a quick-change barrel and a variable 
rate of fire — 750 to 1,0(X) rounds per 
minute. (Fire is varied by switching the 
amount of gas pressure fed back into the 
operating system.) 

The weapon has a very simple take¬ 
down and operating system. The MINIMI 
has another desirable feature in that it can 
be fed from a disintegrating belt or from 
standard Ml6 30-round box magazines 
with no changes. Produced by Fabrique 
Nationale of Belgium, this weapon is cur¬ 
rently used by some European armies. 

The tests at Fort Benning are fair, real¬ 
istic and demanding. If it rains on Wed¬ 
nesday, all four SAWs fire the same sce¬ 
nario, so that all are fired under the same 
conditions. 

The SAW project is long overdue and 
with government bureaucracy the way it 
is, it will take longer but at least it’s on the 
way. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

When the Air Force wanted a human 
shooting machine who also had an in¬ 
tense technical knowledge of military 
firearms to help test 9mm pistols as a 
possible replacement for the service 45s 
and 38s, it sent for Tom Wilkinson 
(See “Shootout: 9mm vs 45,” SOF, 
February ’80). Wilkinson is a former 
Green Beret in Vietnam and after his 
Army hitch there, returned as a “con¬ 
tract civilian” for the Army, doing 
things he still can’t or won’t talk 
about. He is also an acknowledged 
authority on automatic weapons. SOF 
sent him to Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Md., to take part in the 
selection of a new Squad Automatic 
Weapon and the fact that the U.S. 
military accepted him is testimonial to 
his weapons expertise. —Bob Poos 





T he time is around 3 a.m.; the place, 
anywhere. As we all know, there is no 
neighborhood in our society today free of 
crime. You hear a strange noise outside 
your home; then the door knob begins to 
slowly turn back and forth. What do you 
do? You call youi* local law enforcement 
agency and report the trouble. 

The police dispatcher is polite and asks 
you for the facts: name, address, nature 
of problem, etc. He then tells you that due 
to layoffs in the department because of 
loss of federal or state funds, all units are 
tied up on other calls. He assures you that 
as soon as he has an available unit, he will 
dispatch it to your home. 

When the police finally arrive, you 
probably know nothing of it, because you 
are raped, kidnapped, dead or beaten 
badly. It sounds frightening, doesn’t it? 
However, it happens every day all across 
the U.S.A. I know what I’m talking 
about; I am a veteran police officer. 
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When lives are at stake, you 
can do impossible things. 

But there is an answer to this problem. 
It is called home defense. I know a lot of 
women say: “I’m afraid to have a gun 
around the house,” or “I could never 
shoot one.” Let me tell you something, 
ladies. When your life or the lives of 
members of your family are at stake, you 
can do things you never thought possible. 

I know in many cases the man of the 
house must be away from home due to 
work, etc. He probably will run down to 
the local gun shop, whip out $50 and buy 
a cheap .25-caliber automatic and take it 
home to the little lady. He shows her how 
it works, loads the magazine and tells her 
to put it in the; nightstand, where it may 
remain for years without her ever firing it. 
If you are one of these men, you can do 
more for her by investing in a cemetery 


plot, because this is where she will end up 
should she ever need to use the weapon. In 
most cases, the gun lacks the stopping 
power to bring down an advancing felon. 
No matter which weapon is chosen, make 
sure she knows how to use it and practices 
with it as often as possible. 

Now there is the other extreme — a 44 
magnum for home protection. This is 
usually too much gun for most ladies to 
handle. People frequently don’t hit where 
they aim on the first shot and the gun’s 
jumping out of one’s hand renders it 
useless. However, if this is the gun 
chosen, I suggest a cast bullet in a reduced 
44 magnum load. If one lives in an apart¬ 
ment complex, the hazards of using a 
large, powerful handgun must be con¬ 
sidered. A round from a gun going 
through walls may cause injury or death 
with the end result a nasty lawsuit. 

Well, what now? There are many dif¬ 
ferent makes, types and calibers of guns 


JUNE/80 








End result: 
happy young 
lady who 
has Just 
discovered It 
is not as hard 
as it looks. 
Target was 
shot with 
Colt Gold 
Cup 45 auto 
from 30 
yards. 

Demonstrator 
had never 
fired any type 
of firearm 
prior to these 
photographs. 


and different loads of ammunition for 
each. A person should select a handgun 
on the basis of several different things: 
How much can one afford to spend? Will 
it be used not only as a home defense 
weapon, but also for hunting small or 
large game? Some states permit the carry¬ 
ing of a concealed weapon, but one would 
hardly choose a Model 29 with an 
8-3/8-inch barrel for concealment. In all 
cases, check first what local and state laws 
are in regard to possession, transporta¬ 
tion, etc., of a handgun. 

Some states have ridiculous laws, such 
as one can shoot in self-defense only if the 
intruder states he intends physical harm. 
Tm a firm believer in the saying, “I would 
much rather be tried by 12 of my peers 
than have six of them as pallbearers.” 

I know all too often a lady will be taken 
hostage because a robber or rapist will tell 
her if she doesn’t cause any trouble, then 
she won’t be hurt. She believes this and 
her decomposed body is found a couple of 
weeks later in the trunk of a stolen car. I 
do not advise anyone to try and play the 
role of hero; this can also get one killed. I 
say that if one has the element of surprise 
and the means to resist a felon’s attack, 
do so. 

When purchasing a handgun, check 
with the local police department. Some 
departments have a course where ladies 
are taught how to shoot. If the local police 
department does not offer these services, 
a gun dealer can usually refer one to a gun 
club or to someone with the knowledge to 
teach safe gun handling. However, I 
assume that most men who read SOF will 
be able to teach the ladies what they need 
to know. 

A lot of people will keep a 22-caliber 
pistol for home protection. A 22 is a dead- 
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ly weapon in the hands of an experienced 
shooter who has time to aim for a head 
shot or other vital area. However; in a 
home situation one may be shooting in 
semi- or total darkness and at close range, 
or in a difficult position, and in most cases 
the 22 is just not enough gun. 

I would not choose anything less than a 
9mm and then I would use super-vel am¬ 
mo or reloads of 115-grain JHP or JSP. I 
myself prefer, and I’m sure many SOF 
readers will choose, the 45 automatic with 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Bill Carpenter is a combat veteran of 
Vietnam, 1966-67. He served tours of 
duty with the 101st Airborne Div.,. 
the 82nd Airborne Div. and Special 
Forces. A police officer with the 
Brilliant, Ohio, Police Department for 
eight years, he declares, “I’m alive to 
write this article because I was wearing 
an armored vest that stopped a sniper’s 
bullet that hit me in the chest one year 
ago. I know only too well what a 
mean, ugly world our society is 
today.” 

Carpenter also serves as training ad¬ 
viser to Sheriff Richard Ferguson, 
Brooke County,, W.Va., Sheriff’s 
Department, in SWAT team training, 
teaching team members rappeling, 
sniper team training, etc. 

An SOF reader since the first issue, 
Carpenter says, ”I look forward each 
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tion, It’s the best magazine on the 
market today. Each issue is full of ar¬ 
ticles of interest and adventure. I have 
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ticles in regards to my profession.” 

—M.L. Jones 


super-vel JHP ammo as the ultimate 
defensive handgun for the home. 

There are many different makes and 
sizes of handguns on the market today. I 
personally own a 45 Colt Gold Cup na¬ 
tional match. As an off-duty weapon, I 
carry a 45-caliber Star P.D. imported by 
Interarms. I find both of these excellent 
45 automatics, and they have no trouble 
handling any type of 45 ammo on the 
market. The thing to remember, no mat¬ 
ter what type of handgun chosen — 
automatic or revolver — if there are 
children around the house, make sure the 
gun is securely out of their reach. 

I am sure that many wonder about an 
article on women appearing in SOF. Not 
many women read the magazine, but for 
men who do, why not take time to teach 
your lady how to defend herself? The day 
may come that you’re not there and this 
knowledge may save her life. I have peo¬ 
ple who ask me about using shot-shell 
loads for handguns. These may work fine 
on rats or snakes, but I would not want to 
count on them to save my life. 

What about shotguns? 

People will also ask about usipg a 
shotgun. A shotgun is an excellent and 
deadly weapon at close range, but a 12 
gauge may be too much gun for most 
women to handle. It could quite possibly 
be too hard to bring into action in close 
quarters. 

Some good examples of women who are 
alive today because they knew how to de¬ 
fend themselves with a firearm are printed 
each month in American Rifleman mag¬ 
azine, in the armed citizen column. These 
individuals prevented injury or death to 
themselves or their families, because they 
had the armed means to resist an attack. 

As I stated before, whichever weapon is 
chosen for home defense, be sure how it 
works, what to do in case of a misfire, and 
most important — learn to shoot it well. 

Crime control not gun control. 

A big Step towards getting the scum off 
our streets is to vote out of office elected 
officials who advocate gun control. We 
could also do without judges and prose¬ 
cuting attorneys who let repeated of¬ 
fenders go free or serve very light 
sentences. The answer is crime control, 
not gun control. 

Always remember — it is better to have 
a firearm and not need it, than to need it 
and not have it. 

ABOUT THE 
DEMONSTRATOR 

T he demonstrator I chose to use in 
this article is an attractive young 
schoolteacher from Wheeling, W.Va. She 
is currently working on her master’s 
degree in English education. 

Continued on page 86 
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South African Sends Scores 
of Cubans to 
the Big Cigar Factory 

in the Sky 

i^s 

CUBAN lOLLER 


by Bob Poos 


Editor *s Note: 

The following interview, an SOF ex¬ 
clusive, was obtained by Managing Editor 
Bob Poos during his recent trip to 
southern Africa. The young South Afri¬ 
can Armored Corps officer who blew 
away more than 70 Cuban mercenaries 
one wild, rainy afternoon in Angola had 
heretofore refused to meet with newsmen, 
the only previous account of his adventure 
being a quotation from his citation for 
heroism that was printed in a small South 
African publication. However, the officer 
agreed to talk to Poos and Africa Editor 
Al J. Venter largely because SOF is among 
the American publications most respected 
in South Africa. 

T would be difficult to convince Lou 
Van Vuuren that a 9mm pistol is not an 
adequate sidearm. You see, he killed 11 
Cuban soldiers with one on a rainy after¬ 
noon in Angola. 

At the time. Van Vuuren was a lieute¬ 
nant (prounced “leftenant”) in the South 
African Army Armored Corps. He is now 
a captain and an instructor at the Ar¬ 
mored School near Blomfontien. 

And those 11 weren’t the only Cubans 
that Van Vuuren, his Eland armored car 
and its armament disposed of that day. 
He sent 60 others to that Big Cigar Fac¬ 
tory in the Sky in batches of about 30 with 
the Eland’s 90mm gun. 

During Operation Foxbat in 1975, the 
South African Armored Corps slashed in¬ 
to Angola in support of UNIT A forces 
fighting the shaky new Marxist MPLA 
government. (The South Africans were at 
the very gates of Angola’s capital, Luan¬ 
da, when a massive Russian airlift of 
arms, including Soviet-piloted fighter- 
bombers, and 25,000 Cuban troops turn¬ 
ed the tide against UNIT A and its South 
African supporters.) 

However, the Cubans had to pay a 
heavy price for their intrusion into Africa 
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and Lou Van Vuuren personally made 
them aware of how costly African adven¬ 
tures could be. He created a lot of widows 
that blustery, rainy day near the town of 
Kibula. 

At the time, Van Vuuren was a busy 
young man. A second lieutenant, he com¬ 
manded his own Eland and a troop of two 
others — and served as loader for his own 
9()mm gun. 

The South Africans had just made a 
river crossing at “Bridge 14,” a famous 
landmark in South African army lore, and 
learned that a buildup of some two bat¬ 
talions of enemy infantry confronted 
them. 

Van Vuuren describes his first clash 
with the Cubans: 

“We had deployed about five kilo¬ 
meters into the bush past the bridge when 


I got a radio message asking if I knew of 
any friendly white infantry approaching 
from my rear. I didn’t know of any. In 
fact, I was sure there were none, so I 
figured it must be Cubans. We had en¬ 
countered them before. They fight a little 
better than the Angolans — but not 
much. They’re always high on dacca 
[marijuana]. The dead we examined and 
the prisoners we captured had dacca on 
them. 

“At any rate, my troop of three Elands 
had relieved a troop of five. We were told 
that there was some enemy, including 
tanks, approaching. I moved the vehicle 
to the top of a hill where we had good 
visibility and located a number of targets. 
[Enemy small arms fire knocked out the 
Eland’s two 7.62 Browning machine 
guns.] Continued on page 75 


Lou Van 
Vuuren, then a 
lieutenant 
troop 
commander, is 
shown with his 
Eland armored 
car shortly 
after his hairy 
encounter with 
about 100 
Cuban 
mercenaries in 
Angola. 
OPPOSITE 
PAGE: Van 
Vuuren in 
photo taken 
recently at 
entrance of 
South African 
Armored 
School in 
Blomfontien. 
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Cameras 

Cheap, 

light and 
in¬ 
con¬ 
spicuous 
full- 
frame 
35mm 
cameras 
may be 
just right 
for you. 


by Daryl Tucker 
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OPPOSITE PAQE: Compact camera can 
fit in ammunition pouch, protected and 
out of the way, TOP: Cloae-up of Rollei 
XF-35, largest compact evaluated. MID¬ 
DLE: Olympus XA with Its case pulled 
apart, ready for use. ABOVE; Olympus 
XA with flash attached. 


W FllLO in Rhode.^ia in 1978,1 watch¬ 
ed a.s a security officer, who had 
been in Mike Hoare’s Five Commando, 
took a small camera out of a magazine 
pouch and photographed the savannah 
landscape of thorn trees, kopjes (granite 
outcrops) and dry grass for a souvenir. 

He then slipped the camera back - 
protected, out of the way and incon 
spicuouvs. 

Ah so. 

For two years in Vietnam, a stint in 
Cambodia where 1 had freelanced for the 
Associated Prc.ss, and then in Rhodesia, 1 
had staggered around with one to three 
heavy cameras hanging from my skinnv 
neck. 

Btit here was a camera that could fit in a 
marsupial pouch, yet light enough so one 
did not list to port. 

It was a Rollci 35 S or T series fulF 
frame 35mm camera with a lens that coF 
lapsed into the body like the old 5()tnm 
Elmar for the I,cica. It had a built in light 
meter, hut lacked exposure automat Ion. 
Although its viewfinder did not have a 
rangefinder Focusing mechanism, it was 
sTill a useful camera, and it started me 
thinking about the posslhiiitfes of 
pocketable cameras capable of serious 
work. 

A camera is a useful tool itt military 
missions and police work. Cflmc-scene 
photography* evidence dovtimefUation 
and surveillance plujtogrnphy have been a 
part of law enforcement for many years. 

A compact enmera is especially useful in 
military inicHlgcncc, particutarly when 
btilk and weight arc consideratiouH. 
Photographic documentation provides 
more Information and bettor ronfirma^ 
tiotf than purely verbal meaiis the dtp 
Bgcry is also easily reproduced as monv 
times as necessary for div^munaiion and 
interpretation. A ream unh r<mipped 
with a camera can Incfcane mfVirma 
tion-gatheritig capability sevetai times, 

A 35rmn camera used from the ah ii^ 
Very effective. During my first tour lu 
Vietnam (1967 (Sg) I worked with afiothCf 
enlisted nmn rrr developing a sVsiem of 
low-aliitutlc aerial’ photography uMng 
35rrrm camerav Such a carrUita, ukd 
around 1,200 feet or lower from a spotter 
plane or Muey, can provide In f ormat Ion 
uriobfall!able f rOrn corivcntlonal filPr shot 
at KhOOfffeet. 

I once photographed Viet Cong cany 
ing I22rnm rockets in .stretchers and 
hiding them in a high paddy wall about six 
miles south of Da Nangi PHiUJi wetn 
quickly rtiade and annonued, Subsequeiu 
alrstrikcfi bV Fdrantoin F-4s produced 
eight secondafv expiosidnsf Although 
rncie visual observation Coitld not deter¬ 
mine exactly what virus going on, it became 
obvious <vn lUr 8~by-l0 print that was 
easily Interpreted wlthotit spcdaliy.ed 
training,The only addiiloiml expense in 
vrrived wrrs a roll of film and some pfhrtXi 
The cameras, focused at infinity, dkl not 
rerfuirc great expertise, t he idea was slm- 
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COMBAT CAMERA 


BY Galen L. Geer 



W HILE planning a future overseas assignment I had to consider several cam¬ 
era problems. They included: the terrain, which will range from high moun¬ 
tains in the winter to Asian jungle; lack of any facilities for repair or replacement of 
equipment; portability ^ everything would have to be carried on my back along 
with survivsd gear and other equipment. For that last reason I did not want to 
duplicate any of my equipment. I wanted a spare camera that would give me some 
versatility. 

Because I haVe used a wide assortment of bbotogtaphic equipment in the field 
under some extreme conditions, I have a good working knowledge of most camera 
systems. Several of the cameras Daryl Tucker covers in his article, ‘‘Handy but 
Hidden,’’ I’ve used in the field and I support his article completely. However, my 
set of ptobiems demanded more than what Tucker writes about. 

One of my major hurdles was the addition of a flash unit. A flash unit of some 
type is essential on any photographic-writing assignment. Granted, you will not use 
it in the field (I’Yq seen more than one military photographer pop off a flash unit at 
the wrong time). However, you may need it for those photos where pushed film will 
not work. The flash is also its own problem. It means extra bulk to carry, must be 
attached or removed from the camera and the camera has to be set for the flash. 
That takes time. In short, the only thing a flash has going for it in the field is when 
it is in use — the rest of the time it is a pain in the ass. 

Realizing I intended to do some indoor work in Very poor light, I began search¬ 
ing for a compact 35mra camera with a built-in flash. I settled on what I call a 
“cocktails and tea” camera — the Vivitar 35EF. I was attracted to the camera by 
its size (5^x3 V43(i inches)..^ the camera is, a rangefinder \vith ^ 3Smm 
lens. The focus ring uses figures rather than f/stops and is easy to adjust. The ex¬ 
posure system is automatic (good for snap ’n’ run shots) and it can handle films up 
to ASA 400. A self-timer is mounted on the front although I seldom use one. The 
flash itself pops tqj-fpit: quick pressed back into place 

While the camera lacks all of the accoutrements of the more “professional” and 
“stylish” 35mms used by the accepted pros (who come, in a lot of cases, equipped 
with two cameras, four lenses and a self-styled swagger), my little “stand-by” 
35mm is going to get trough workout in t^^^ next few weeksM am confident in iK 


ply to get as clo-sc as possible and fire 
aw-iy — the camera that is, 

li was found that the best combination 
was one camera with a 35mm to 50mm 
lens for an LU’crall view', including terrain 
features, to aid in six-digit coordinate 
location of the area of interest, plus 
another camera with a 2(X)mm lens for 
detail. 

tri-X (ASA 400 black ;and white) prov¬ 
ed the most versatile film for varying light 
conditions and the l/lOOO-sec. shutter 
speed used (to eliminate lack of sharpness) 
catised by aircraft speed and vibration). 

Many missions were flown to document 
communist road construction, anti-air¬ 
craft positions, bunkers, personnel and 
their activities, bomb damage assessment 
and targets of opportunity. 
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.Since a spotter plane will often carry an 
observer, at least a compact camera 
should be standard equipment. 

Compact Camera: 
Inconspicuous. 

A com pact camera can be useful in 
situations whete discretion is the better 
part of valor, since it can be carried unob¬ 
trusively until ready for use. Even when 
observed, one can pass more easily for a 
tourist when using an amateurish-looking 
camera. A pair of cameras dangling from 
the neck tend to idcniify one as a jour¬ 
nalist, an identity not always desired. 

Some groups of people, like soldiers, do 
not regard journalists highly and may 


have hod bad experiences before with 
wriEen whose ediLorial boirtt of 
predetermines ihcir w'riEiii|,. A Jew-key 
approach can usiiuajly wm people ofer, 
and after acccpiange a ss.nah camera can 
then be. dag mti of fiockci^ Most of us 
want our story told —- but irmhfully, 

1 had to be careful not to look like a 
papara/Jl around security officers i in 
Rhodesia. They weren’t movie stars' or 
politicians and didn’t need publicity, i 
Several riiiichcrs in Rhodesia told tin: of 
experiences they had had with dishoijest 
European journalrsts. t decided to pf|>ve 
myself as a securliy officer before ddng 
any writing or photography. As it (Urned 
out, 1 W'iis so bui^y iraiiiing my guards and 
patrolling there wasnh any time or enefgy 
for ari>1.htnE else. ; 

My advice to readers, who might hive 
an opportunity to do an SQF^ilury, id to 
present a low-key appearance in a sicija- 
tion where loo many cameras and lape 
recorders could make people paranoid. A 
compact camera could be helpful> as 
could one of ihe dgareElc-pacli-ssi'cd tape 
recorders now available, 


Rollei XF-3S 


After 1 returned to the States, I sEafijed 
looking for a good, pockeiabie canierq. I 
didn’t find exactly whai I wanted-, but the 
Rollei Xr-35 came close. Ills iiiueh iin.al- 
ler Shan most .35tnitt cameras — 4-3/S in¬ 
ches long, and lYi inches wide; — and C;an 
fit in to a faiipte shirt pockd or, a 
magazine pouch. At 13^ ounces it h facif- 
ly light. ! 

Thc KolScj has a l iiiigcn Elder for Ac¬ 
curate focusing. ] decided Miked prectsihn 
focusing too mneh to do whhoht ii, Al¬ 
though it isn't always n-ceessafy.for suh- 
jecis at a distance froin the caniii-a. 

The compact 35s have vicwfliiders and 
sometimes sttperintpt^sed range finder^- 
rather Shan siiigle letss retlcx (SLR) View¬ 
ing. Ptiuaxes aEid Nikoits are exam pics ibf 
Sl.R Ttirnuph-the^ens viewing. 

UnfonuinDScly, ihc kolid doesn’s have 
a zone focusisiig ticalc, which is liaiidy tbr 
pretbeu-sing a camera. mosi kmhn 
f/stop ca lib rat tons oti both sidcM of lIic 
distance index indicitie depth of field 
s unge. Depth of field is the area of aceciv 
cablc sJmrpncss at a given aperture. /.iUic 
focusing allows the ust- of maxitniun 
depth of field. 

For example, if >w me phologsaphijig. 
terrain and focus a SOmm lens ai infinity 
(ihe lazy 8 symbol nsi She lens-scale) with 
the aperture set at f/ll (a smallapcnure), 
depth of field will range from 22 feet lo ib’ 
finhy. However, if the lep^ is focused at 
25 feet, depth of field stfcicites ffoin 11 
feet to infinity i 

Depth of field decrca.scs ai larger apqr' 
tures. At f/2, depth of field is from 1|3 . 
feet to infinity w'iih the lens focusexJ at in¬ 
finity. When the lens is focused ai 12 feqt, 


at f/2, the zone in focus is from 11 feet to 
13 feet, not much, unless you want to 
throw the background out of focus to 
isolate the subject. At f/11, still focused 
at 12 feet, the range is 7 Vi feet to 25 feet; 
atfl6 —6Vi to 51 Vi feet. 

As you can see, a lens can be prefocused 
to provide the greatest depth of field, so 
no time is lost fiddling around. Some sub¬ 
jects and events don’t wait around for 
you. While working as a combat photo¬ 
grapher I usually had my camera zone 
focused at 10 feet. Even when disoriented 
by close incoming rounds I could still get 
sharply focused photos. 

Shutter speeds. 

Since the Rollei’s shutter speeds and 
apertures are coupled, a fast (ASA 400) 
film will allow the greatest depth of field 
under different lighting conditions. 

The Rollei does not have shutter speeds 
longer than 1/30 of a second, which limits 
it to hand-held use (as opposed to long ex¬ 
posures with the camera mounted on a tri¬ 
pod) in conditions of sufficient light for 
its slowest shutter speed and maximum 
lens aperture — but that takes in a lot of 
situations such as office lighting and after 
sunset in the bush. 

It does have a B setting, which means 
the shutter will remain open as long as the 
shutter release is depressed, preferably by 
a cable release. 

The shutter release is about half an inch 
long, which softens finger pressure, mini¬ 
mizing lack of image sharpness caused by 
shaky hands at slower shutter speeds. You 
have to be careful of camera movement at 
1/60 sec. or slower. 

The between-the-lens leaf shutter makes 
a quiet “click,” less obtrusive than the ka- 
thwack! of an SLR’s focal plane shutter. 

When the li^t is really poor, as in a 
dimly lighted bar, and you want to photo¬ 
graph your well-lit, but not necessarily il¬ 
luminated buddies, a flash is necessary. 

An inexpensive, non-automated flash is 
all you need, because of the Rollei’s flash 
system. On the bottom of the lens barrel 
are several settings. 


Normal setting is “A,” for automatic 
exposure. For flash, a ring is turned and 
set to the guide number of the film/flash 
combination. For a small flash like my 
Vivitar 125, and Kodachrome 64 (slide 
film), the guide number would be deter¬ 
mined by the aperture that would be used 
at 10 feet — f/4.5 — multiplied by 10 
(feet), or 45. Just set the ring at 45, turn 
on the flash, focus carefully, and fire 
away. 

With the camera thus set, evidently the 
rangefinder couples with the aperture for 
correct flash exposure where the camera is 
focused. Also, at the guide number 45 set¬ 
ting the focusing ring is locked between 
four and 15 feet. A guide number of 110 
restricts focusing between five and 15 feet. 
The lower the guide number, the more 
useful the range. Clever, those Germans. 

Be sure to move the ring back to “A” 
when the flash is not in use. 

The Rollei XF-35 has a self-timer but 
the one on my camera has fallen off twice, 
the second time lost forever. 

If the shutter release is depressed slight¬ 
ly, the exposure (as indicated by a needle 
in the viewfinder) is locked, a useful 
feature in the case of backlighting or a 
dark background. Such conditions can 
cause incorrect exposures — underex¬ 
posure in the case of backlighting — so a 
reading is taken close to the subject — for 
example, a person with the sun behind 
him or her — the exposure locked in and 
then the exposure made at the shooting 
distance. 

There is no cut-off switch for the meter, 
but Rollei claims it’s good for a year. 
After eight months my meter is still work¬ 
ing. 

Now that we’ve examined one camera 
and defined some terms, let’s move right 
along to another pocketable camera, the 
Minox GL. 

Minox GL 

The smallest of the compact 35s, it 
weighs in at only seven ounces. The fold- 
out lens closes up into the body, which be¬ 


comes its own case — just the thing to 
drop into a pocket. 

The front lens flap pulls down like the 
old four-by-five Speed Graphic, disclos¬ 
ing the 35mm (moderate-wide-angle) f/2.8 
Color Minotar lens, which focuses to 
three feet. 

There is no rangefinder, so scale focus¬ 
ing is used (guestimation). There is a 
depth-of-field scale, which you know all 
about now. 

The light meter provides aperture 
preferred automatic exposure, which 
means the photographer selects the aper¬ 
ture and the camera sets the shutter speed. 

A moving needle in the viewfinder in¬ 
dicates shutter speeds from 1/30 to 1/500 
second. There is no exposure lock as with 
the Rollei, but there is a two f/stop ex¬ 
posure increase setting for backlighted 
situations. 

Minox makes a little flash that fits in a 
hot shoe on top of the GL for exposure 
automation. 

Olympus XA 

Without a doubt, the Olympus XA is 
the most unique and advanced pocketable 
camera. It has been available only recent¬ 
ly, and quickly sold out. 

One begins with a completely enclosed 
camera, protected by a plastic case. It 
slides apart just far enough to reveal the 
35mm f/2.8 Zuiko lens, which focuses to 
2.8 feet. The shallow lens does not fold 
out, yet the case is only 1 Vi inches thick. 
The XA has a rangefinder which is focus¬ 
ed by moving a knurled knob below the 
lens. 

Exposure is aperture preferred, with the 
camera setting the shutter speeds, which 
range from one to 1/500 second. Ex¬ 
posure is indicated by a moving needle on 
the left side of the viewfinder. There is no 
manual override or exposure lock, but a 
1.5 f/stop increase to compensate for 
backlight is provided by a little foot on the 
bottom of the case. It also controls the 
battery check and self-timer. When the 
foot is turned to the “Check” dot, the 
XA emits a continuous high-pitched tone 
and a red light near the aperture scale goes 
on if the batteries are strong. 

Move the foot to the self-timer dot, 
press the shutter release, and the 
12-second delay is activated, while the red 
light flashes and the camera beeps. The 
foot also stabilizes the camera when it is 
placed on an uneven surface. 

The Rollei XF-35 sells for about $120, 
although I have seen it for less. The Olym¬ 
pus XA is $150; with the flash, $180. 
Minox Gls go for $240. Of the three, 
features and price considered, the Olym¬ 
pus XA seems the best buy. 

How to test cameras. 

There are other pocketable cameras on 
the market, but the three above are among 
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the best. Beware of camera sales people 
pushing cameras that may not have equiv¬ 
alent quality and features. It is not 
unusual for those in camera sales to 
unload slow moving, second-rate^ discon¬ 
tinued or outdated equipment on custo¬ 
mers who may not be acquainted with all 
the models, features, and technological 
improvements in photographic equip¬ 
ment. 

Test reports in the photography maga¬ 
zines can be helpful. The Olympus XA is 
tested in Papuisr Photograpffy (Nov. 
^ 19 ) 

Before making a purchase, run a roll of 
film through a camera you are interested 
in. If the exposures are consistent under a 
variety of conditions, the images sharp 
under the scrutiny of eight-power 
magnifier and the camera quick and easy 
to use, then you probably will not be 
disappointed. I saved a lot of money 
recently by testing a lens that turned out 
to be a turkey. 

Test a lens at its largest aperture and 
then stop it down three times — for exam¬ 
ple from f/2.S to f/8. Most lenses exhibit 
detectable toss of sharpness and aberra¬ 
tion correction (flare, etc.) when stopped 
down. Check the edges as well as the 
center. Edge sharpness improves con¬ 
siderably as a lens is stopped down. 

A good lens is usable at its largest aper¬ 
ture. Brick walls make good test targets, 
as do posters and signs photographed 
across a street. Place a test target in the 
center of the frame and then near the 
frame edge for comparison. 

No one camera can do everything. Suit 
the camera to the job at hand for best 
results. 

I am taking a compact camera to Hon¬ 
duras and expect to use ii extensively. It 
will be easy lo carry because of its light 
weight and small size — and it will insure 
publishable work, an important consider¬ 
ation since I still have the habit of eating. 





POCKETABLE IT AIN’T 

by Jim Graves 

ou should use the same criteria to select a camera to coyer cpmbdt you would 
use for selecting a.weapon. 

When the moment comes, you want to be in possession of that piece of equip¬ 
ment which is going to do the job. 

Thatis why, aS Galen Greer eloquently puts it, ‘f.*.accepted pros come in alpt 

of cases with two cameras, four lenses and a self-styled svvagger."’ 

I confess. I’m often guilty of carrying at least two cameras and four lenses but 
my swagger is actually more of a stagger, since I also hump a lot of other equip¬ 
ment (filters, meters, flashes, tripod, motor drives, film — in several types 
large quantities—-and cleaning materials). 

The difference is that I’m there to shoot photographs, not people. Requirements 
of my profession demand that my equipment be versatile and durable. 

Equipment has to he versatile as there is no way to predict under what cir¬ 
cumstances I’ll be taking photographs. Light level may range from bright sunlight 
to pitch black. Distance from camera to subject is also unpredictable Eind critical. 

A photojournalist had better be prepared to handle any and all situations'. Which 
is why haul those large, heavy 35mm single-lens-reflex cameras with all the an¬ 
cillary gear. It’s expensive and it’s heavy but it’s the only way I know to get the job 
dprie. 

My basic camera (a Canon F-1) weighs 41 ounces and costs $453 while Daryl 
Tucker^s Rollei XF-35 weighs 13 ounces and costs $65. (These are discount prices 
available through mail order houses which advertise in the popular photography 
magazines. The prices are considerably cheaper than at your locd camera store; the 
equipment is the same). 

But the differences between rny camera and Tucker’s is that I can add on equip¬ 
ment that will allow me to take photographs in difficult light situations accurately, 
up to several frames per second, by touching a single button just once, obtain 
closeups from hundreds of yards away and I am convinced sharper photographs. 

Like.mpst photojournalists I consider pocket cameras — even the much improv¬ 
ed full-frame 35mm type Tucker likes — to be at best items geared to the needs of 
serious amateurs. They are quite adequate for taking photographs of friendly sub¬ 
jects (at close range) and landscapes (if there are any unfriendly subjects around). 

Durability is another factor to consider. There are Canons, Nikons and Leicas 
around that have produced hundreds of thousands of photographs, over extended 
periods of time, in extrerhes of hot and cold without a breakdown. Nikon in par¬ 
ticular has the reputation of being capable of absorbing a lot of punishment. I 
suspect that the pocketables ^ which make heavy use of plastics — me not nearly 
so durable. 

The camera you will need depends on the job you take bn. If your intention is 
serious, professional photography — be prepared. 

I will not deny that TucIcct’s piece is lighter, cheaper and somewhat less con¬ 
spicuous than mine. A 45 is also lighter, cheaper and less conspicuous than a M60 
but in a flrefight I’ll take the M60, thank.you. 
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UNDERSTANDING A 
NEEDED PROFESSION 


George Watts, one of our readers, sent us these comments in a letter. They were so 
relevant that we turned them into an editorial in order to share them with you. 

• o 


by George W. Watts, Jr. 


A S I sat in my car, a woman walked by. She saw 
my old fatigue jacket and said, “You and 
your damn Army.” An employer asked why I was 
in the reserves, saying everyone is trying to get out 
these days and I was an odd fish. As I walked out 
of the local reserve center — in uniform — a young 
fellow and his girl drove by and yelled, “Lifer!” 

After these incidents and because of my more 
than nine years’ service in the U.S. Army, active 
and reserve, with one year in Vietnam with the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, I wrote this article. I 
believe it reveals the true situation in the United 
States, an attitude that must be changed to keep 
our country free and strong. 

In the United States today the military profes¬ 
sion is held in low esteem. Few academic institu¬ 
tions teach self-esteem, even though many of these 
institutions were founded to train military officers. 

Soldiers seldom wear their uniforms off base to¬ 
day, not because they are ashamed of them, but 
because of public reaction to a uniform. Today not 
only the military, but anyone who studies war is 
heid in contempt and despised. If this state of af¬ 
fairs lasts, we will soon have not only a nation that 
despises its Army, but an Army that despises its na¬ 
tion. Such an Army could deteriorate or turn on 
the nation It should protect. 

HE professional military requires a special 
kind of man, one who can expose himself to 
danger, against the odds and possibly far from 
home, and still hold fast and strive for victory. 
Throughout history, the professional soldier has 
acquired special knowledge, which has continued 
in the United States from Breed’s Hill to the 
jungles of Vietnam. 


It is a mistake to think soldiers fight for money 
only. They need recognition and respect to put for¬ 
ward the effort necessary to win. They have pride 
of country and of their profession. They need 
backing from the people they are putting their lives 
on the line for. An army despised by its country 
will win few victories. 

Though all men, including soldiers, wish for 
peace, it is human nature for people to want things 
other people have. Because of this basic human 
need if one wants peace, he must prepare for and 
understand war. A man without a home will not 
listen to words of peace from a man with one. 
Because it is impossible for the man with a house to 
give one to every man without one, he must protect 
his own home. 

F the government and the Army made an effort 
to educate the people about armies and their 
purpose, about the reasons why men fight and 
about the need for an aggressive spirit in our soci¬ 
ety, the public would have a better understanding 
of the professional soldier. The best weapons in the 
world will not help an army that is not mentally 
healthy enough to use them. I believe that changing 
public opinion toward the Army should be the top 
priority item on the modernization program of the 
United States Army. In our troubled world, these 
professional men and their military knowledge will 
be needed — today and as far into the future as 
modern man can see. 
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VIETOAM WAR: 

An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 
in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 
Forward by 

General William Westmoreland 


This extensive and impressive 
voiume provides an objective anaiysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of¬ 
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic, heavy-impact photographs, 
many never before published, docu¬ 
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France’s attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region. Next is the story of in¬ 
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities, the full 
story of American involvement, Viet- 
namization and reduction in American 
strength, the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun¬ 
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat, is ex¬ 
amined technically, with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight, clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian conflict. 

370 illustrations including 250 col¬ 
or photographs, black-and-white pho¬ 
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams. 
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Magic 

Charms: 

No 

Substitute 

for 

Flak 



M USALINI readied himself to scram¬ 
ble off the small rubber craft. No 
time could be lost once it beached in Zim¬ 
babwe. The trip across the Zambezi River 
from Zambia had been slow and tension 
grew as they approached the opposite 
bank. It was no secret that Security Forces 
often set up ambushes along the banks. 
Just last week eight of his comrades had 
been trapped on a small island in the river. 
Even the Zambian artillery’s cover fire 
had not helped them escape the 90mm 
guns of the Rhodesian Elands. 

He checked his webbing and for the last 
time pushed against the magazine of his 
AK-47 to make sure it was seated. The 
small boat was now only yards from the 
shore. He reached to his neck. He could 
feel the power. As he rubbed it the power 
grew; he could not fail. Shots. 

Oli knelt down next to Musalini, the 
recently shot invader. Two FN rifle 
rounds had caught the terr square in the 
chest. He noticed an off-white object ly- 
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ing to one side attached to the neck by a 
leather thong. He jerked it off and stuffed 
it in his pocket. 

Back at his base near Chirundu he had 
ample opportunity to scrutinize the two- 
inch-long amulet. Wiping off the blood, 
he could make out writing and some 
recognizable symbols. It was a power 
charm, Mushonga. 

In much the same manner that Indians 
of the American plains wore their war 
medicine bags around their necks to bring 
them power and ward off enemy blows, 
black African terrorists cling to the belief 
of muti or power amulets. 

Traditionally, an Indian brave wore his 
war bundle to insure success in warfare. 
Each warrior’s medicine bag contained 
symbols representing objects he wished to 
win in battle — such as horses — and sym¬ 
bols for his ‘‘special helpers” he had seen 
aiding him in visions. 

In the power charm pictured here the 
object of this terrorist’s intentions is the 


Jackets 


by Jake Jatras 

TOP: Amulet shows 
terrorist’s hopes — map of 
Rhodesia and Chinese 
communist star. 


Zambian terrorist died 
despite Soviet magic of 
hammer and sickle. 
2V2-inch amulet could not 
stop Rhodesian builets. 


country of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. He has 
etched a rough outline of the country on 
one side with a Chinese communist star 
over it. On the other two sides are scratch¬ 
ed the words, “Happy Workers,” words 
he has undoubtedly heard often from his 
resident political officer during long in¬ 
doctrination sessions. 

The wearer’s symbols for his “special 
helpers” in this case are a Chinese com¬ 
munist star and some Russian farm im¬ 
plements. There can be no doubt whom 
he considered his benefactors. 

A local shaman has probably informed 
those who wear the charms that they will 
help them on successful missions. 

American Indians discovered the hard 
way that in action a war medicine bag did 
little to deter a 45/70 round and I would 
imagine that the terrs in Z-R are beginning 
to reconsider their philosophy regarding 
magic when faced with determined Rho¬ 
desians, who rely on skill for their 
mushonga. 
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HANDGUNS FOR SELF-DEFENCE. 
By Gerry Gore. MacMillan: South Africa. 
1979. 164 pages. $7.85 Rand. Review by 
Ken Hackathorn. 

F ew practical pistol shooters are as ex¬ 
perienced as Gerry Gore, one of South 
Africa’s original organizers of combat 
pistol activity. Gore is recognized as a 
firearms expert’ and this knowledge is 
enhanced by his skill at weaponcraft. 

While serving with the British in 
Cyprus, his formal combat pistol school¬ 
ing was sharpened under the famous Col. 
W.A. Fairbairn. Later, while studying the 
technique and methods taught by Jeff 
Cooper, Gore became one of the positive 
factors that helped introduce free-style 
combat shooting to southern Africa. 

As captain of the South African Spring¬ 
bok National Team, he established him¬ 
self as a world-ranking shooter. During 
his years on the South Africa National 
Team, Gerry Gore polished his skills as in¬ 
structor and coach. The result is an ex¬ 
cellent training program, ideal for both 
novice and experienced pistol handlers. 
Whether private citizen, soldier or police 
officer, the methods described in Hand¬ 
guns for Self-Defence excel in both com¬ 
bat and competition. 

It is the author’s aim to appeal to those 
who care only to learn the means to de¬ 
fend themselves. Neither match-winning 
strategy nor tin-can-plinking secrets will 
be found here. Unlike many American 
texts that discuss only the sporting aspects 
of handgun usage, this book offers a 
guide to those who must survive a hostile 
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attack. Application of martial arts techni¬ 
ques is its basic theme. Thus, Handguns 
for Self-Defence is more specialized than 
many similar works. Considering the state 
of affairs in our society, it is refreshing to 
find something as straightforward as this 
book. The articulate writing provides only 
the necessary information, clear and to 
the point. 

Basic firearms knowledge, choice of the 
handgun, stopping power, gun handling, 
basic skills and psychological preparation, 
as well as tactical considerations are some 
of the more important points discussed. 
Basic training courses, with recommenda¬ 
tions on holsters, gun modifications and 
advanced courses of fire are also handled. 
Unlike many books written on “how-to” 
subjects, Handguns for Self-Defence is 
filled with explanations of proper details 
such as grip, stance and gun handling. 

Combined with excellent photographs 
that clearly illustrate points explained, it 
offers the reader means of learning with¬ 
out confusion. 

The result is a superb instruction manu¬ 
al on practical pistolcraft, described in 
plain language and skillfully illustrated. 
Considering the number of people who 
purchase handguns for personal defense, 
this book should be considered required 
reading for them. 

Individual copies of the book may be 
obtained at the following address: Gerry 
Gore, Box 27128, Sunnydale, Pretoria 
9132, Republic of South Africa. $10.00 
surface mail, $14.00 air mail. 

SOF contributing editor Ken Hacka- 
thorn met Gore at the Columbia, Mo,, 
Practical Pistol Conference in 1976, Gore 
was the South African representative at 
the Conference, which led to the forma¬ 
tion of IPSC, Gore now operates a shoot¬ 
ing academy near Pretoria, RSA, 


RIOT CONTROL. By Anthony Deane- 
Drummond. Crane, Russak & Co., New 
York. 1975. 158 pp. $9.50. Review by 
John C. McPherson. 

I N April 1968, I found myself stranded 
in Washington, D.C., during the full 
day of the Martin Luther King riots. It 
was a highly memorable day and, for¬ 
tunately, my only direct experience with 
civil insurrection. The British government 
has not been so lucky. Aside from the on¬ 
going saga of the Irish Troubles, there 


have been ugly riots in Hong Kong and 
sundry other corners of the old Empire. 

Riot Control is an encapsulation of 
what the British have learned iri control¬ 
ling those disorders as well as their obser¬ 
vations of methods used in other coun¬ 
tries. The author, Maj. Gen. A.J. Deane- 
Drummond, served 32 years in the British 
army, including a stint in the Parachute 
Brigade and command of 22 SAS Regi¬ 
ment in Malaya during 1957-58. His duties 
involved him in riot situations on several 
occasions and, following his retirement, 
he represented the British Ministry of 
Defense in the study of riot control 
worldwide. Not only are the author’s 
credentials impressive, the book was 
originally published in England by the 
prestigious Royal United Services Institute 
for Defense Studies. 

There are three basic situations that 
traditionally provide the impetus for a 
riot. The first is conflict between the 
government and those it governs. Second¬ 
ly, hostile groups within a society may 
clash. The other situation is caused by 
crowd behavior, the truly spontaneous 
disturbance created by mob psychology. 
Deane-Drummond cites examples of each 
throughout history, ranging from prob¬ 
lems caused by the chariot racing fans of 
Constantinople to the current nastiness in 
Northern Ireland. 

As you would expect, a chronicle of riot 
suppression goes hand-in-hand with this 
brief history of social disorder. The lesson 
to be learned here is how to apply the 
proper technique for the proper situation, 
time and place. One situation that was 
successfully defused by Draconian mea¬ 
sures was the insurrection in Amritsar, In¬ 
dia, in 1919. A local independence faction 
had fomented revolt against British rule, 
burned buildings, killed British subjects 
and generally rendered the police helpless. 
A small military force was assembled by 
Brig. Gen. R.E. Dyer who was determined 
to restore order to this large and hostile ci¬ 
ty. Dyer entered Amritsar with his force 
of< riflemen and Gurkhas and promptly 
banned public gatherings and established 
a curfew. His edicts were immediately 
defied by a large group that assembled in a 
square to listen to revolutionary speeches. 
Dyer’s small force marched to the square 
and, without further ado, dispersed the 
group by firing 1,650 rounds of .303 rifle 
ammunition into the crowd, killing about 
300 and wounding many more. The city 
was subdued though Dyer’s actions had 
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the consequences of tightening procedures 
used in the Empire for riot suppression as 
well as setting Mahatma Gandhi firmly on 
the path of non-violent resistance that 
would prove a successful tactic so many 
years later. 

Deane-Drummond shares with us some 
good insights into currently fashionable 
revolutionary technique. While revolu¬ 
tionaries, particularly of the Marxist 
variety, and their goals may be loathsome 
to the average citizen, the powers that be 
must resist the temptation to wade into 
them and administer the treatment they 
deserve. Excessive force may be emo¬ 
tionally satisfying and morally justified in 
the minds of the individual enforcers, but 
it also plays directly into the hands of the 
riot organizers. Chicago in 1968 was such 
a situation. The demonstrators did 
everything in their power to enrage the 
police who proceeded to thump the heads 
of all and sundry while the television 
cameras recorded it all. The result was 
publicity and martyrs for the provocateurs 
who had successfully managed to blur the 
responsibility for the riot. 

As the real threat to society comes from 
those who plan disorders rather than from 
spontaneous disorders, it follows that the 
forces of law and order must provide for a 
planned response rather than extem¬ 
porization when insurrection strikes. 
Local authorities should have military- 
style contingency plans for all levels of 
threat. Appropriate plans are difficult to 
formulate without good intelligence, 
perhaps a special problem in the United 
States where legislative restraints have 
hampered the FBI and CIA in recent 
years. Most importantly, the police and 
military must have the support of the peo¬ 
ple they seek to protect. To this end, 
authorities need both a strategy in har¬ 
mony with the ethic of the country and a 
public relations program to insure that the 
citizenry knows it. 

This is not primarily a book of riot con- 
tfol tactics though they are discussed, par¬ 
ticularly in light of the experiences of the 
past decade in Ulster. A brief chapter on 
equipment covers the range of options at 
various force levels from the unpleasant to 
the lethal. Tables in the back of the book 
mention almost every conceivable type of 
anti-riot agent, what they accomplish and 
where they have been used as well as any 
drawbacks. 

In strong contrast to the 1960s, the 
1970s were a time of almost blissful do¬ 
mestic tranquillity. Whether this will con¬ 
tinue into the present decade of political 
turmoil and economic unpleasantness re¬ 
mains to be seen. If the ’80s hold any 
“long, hot summers” for us, the forces of 
public safety would do well to heed the 
lessons of Riot Control. 

John C. McPherson is a frequent con^ 
tributor to IN REVIEW, See SOF, 
January *80, for his most recent review, 
The World’s Fighting Shotguns, and his 
author*s credentials. 
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POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 


Large top quality wall posters that show 
-your true feelings. They are a must (or men 
of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win* 
dow. 

ONLY 
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Editor *s Note: 

Heinz Houben became German U- 
boat skipper at age 20 when his capfain 
and all other senior officers wre kihek by 
an American bomb. He is beUeved in have 
made more combat subfuarine minions 
than any other sailor in any navy — Aified 
or Axis — and to have made the longest 
combat patrol in submarine warfare 'his¬ 
tory. His account is a stirring t^tbnonml 
to the courage of undersea saltors no mat¬ 
ter in which navy they served. • 

H ouben was sleeping off llie cxhauiT 
tion of an all-night wateh in his tin){ 
bunk forward of the conning tower when 
the lone plane roared in low ou( of die 
newborn Caribbean dawn. "^Is was a U.S. 
Navy patrol. Land-based„ I ihsnkl [f 
might have been a ^ Doug las) Daunt ess^ 
but I’m not sure,” he recalls. i ' 

He will never know for sure. By the 
time he forced his w^ay up through the 
U-134’s hatch the warplane had dropped a 
single small bomb and was a mile orltwo 
off to starboard, winging inward a dark 
smudge on the horizon — Puerto Rico. 
The bomb landed with devaslaling ac¬ 
curacy, 'squareiy in ihe tnlddle on (he 
bridge. I 


He SanJi ’Em. 


by Marv Wetft* 


ABOVE: Hans Houben during early 
naval training prior to U boat duty dur¬ 
ing WWII. LEFT: German U-boat sur¬ 
faces in North Atlantic after being 
dopth’Chargod by U.5. Coast Guard 
cutler Spencer. Shortly alter this 
unusual photo was taken, crew aban¬ 
doned ship and submarine went to bot¬ 
tom. Houben was lucky oneugh Jo 
escape such a fate. Photo: UPl ' 
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“ll didn’( do mucli damage lo the ship, 
but it killed the skipper, the exec, the 
engineering officer and two lookouts — 
everybody on deck.at the time. There was 
blood everywhere. Pieces of bodies all 
over the bridge. There wasn’t 10 kilos left 
of any one,” remembers Houben. 

With buckets and a firehose, Houben 
and other crewmen washed the bloody re¬ 
mains of their captain and shipmates into 
the sea. Then Houben ordered everyone 
below, and look the U-boat down to the 
comparative safety of the deep. 

Lt. Heinz Houben was now acting cap¬ 
tain of the German submarine U-134, a 
750-ton raider with six -torpedoes, a lot 
less diesel fuel than needed to get home 
and 46 crewmen. It was 1943, and Heinz 
Houben was 20 years old. 

Although thousands of miles from 
home port, short on fuel and torpedoes, 
in command of a lone submarine deep in 
enemy territory, Houben didn’t panic. 
Despite his youth he found himself in a 
position he had prepared himself to han¬ 
dle; although he will always wish his sud¬ 
den elevation to command at sea’ had 
come about through other circumstances, 
it was exactly the position he had long 
sought. 

He was born in Dusseldorf, the son of a 
successful contractor, a member of a fam¬ 
ily with a long and honorable military tra¬ 
dition. His father served as a naval officer 
in WWl. An uncle fought his way to lieu¬ 
tenant general of cavalry during the Fran- 
co-Prussian War of 1870. Young Houben 
joined the Navy Youth in 1937, when he 
was 14. On weekends and school vaca¬ 
tions he learned navigation and seaman¬ 
ship under retired navy instructors. He 
first saw. sea duty aboard the Horsi 
ITY.v.se/, a wooden, 19th-century square 
rigger that is familiar to generations of 
postwar U.S. Coast Guard .Academy 
graduates as a classroom-at-sea under its 
present name, the £r/g/c. 

By 1941, Houben was in his country’s 
navy. After boot camp he went through 
an accelerated, wartime version of the 
naval acadetny at Flensburg. Graduating 
in late 1941, Cadet Flouben was posted to 
a minesweeper on convoy escort to Nor¬ 
way. The idea was to give him a chance to 
get his feet wet. The plan succeeded with 
help from a British Swordfish torpedo 
•bomber; a tin fish from the platte sank (he 
minesweeper and Houben found himself 
swimming in the icy waters of the North 
Sea until rescued. 

Then it was back to dry land for more 
school, this lime at the submarine base at 
Liebau. Subs were Houben’s second 
choice: he had requested duty in fast 
torpedo boats. “1 was glory hungry,”’he 
recalls. ^Torpedo boats seemed like the 
qciickest way to a command, the quickest 
way to glory — and that’s all there was to 
it. There were no moral issues in war.” He 
was turned down for PT boat duty. ”I 
thought. The next best shot is a sub¬ 
marine.’ A good friend of mine was the 


son of the German submarine comman¬ 
der, .Admiral Doenitz. Fie helped get me 
into U-boat school.” 

After six months of “theory and prac¬ 
tice,” Ens. Flouben graduated to the next 
phase of his education as a naval officer 
— front-line duty. He was a.ssigncd to the 
U-134, based at La Rochelle in France. 
The U-i34 patrolled the mid-.Atlantic, an 
area bounded roughly by lines drawn east- 
west through the Bay of Biscay on the 
north and the Cape Verde Islands on the 
south. 

“U-boats—where 
(he action was.” 

“Our patrols lasted about six weeks at 
first because (hat was as long as we could 
stay out without resupply,’" Flouben re¬ 
calls. “Later we would rendezvous with 
supply submarines ~ hriilk cows’ and 
our patrol range was doubled, soiaetimcs 
tripled.” 

By the end of the war, Houben was to 
survive 16 combat patrols in U-boats, a 
record never equaled by any other sub¬ 
mariner in any navy, he claims. Ordinari¬ 
ly, six or eight patroks were as many as 
most submariners were required to com¬ 
plete. Those that survived were transfer¬ 
red to instructor duty or sent to surface 
vessels. Houben was offered such trans¬ 
fers. He turned them down. 

“I didn’t want to go on a destroyer or a 
minesweeper,” he says. “The best of the 
German navy was assigned to the U-boat 
Beet. That’s where I wanted to be, where 
the action was.” 

During most of the war years following 
the United States’ entry into the fray, 
much of the German surface Beet was 
bottled up in the Baltic by the numerically 
superior British and American Beets; 
U-boats were Germany’s primary sea 
threat. 

One of Houben’s first patrols took the 
U-134 a bit further west than usual. “In 
the fall of 1942 we went up the Fludson 
River, at night,” he recalls. “We were 
-.looking for a target. When the lights of 
New York City were in view, we turned 
around and went back the way we came.” 

It was a nervy time for all aboard the 
sub; if they ran into trouble, they would 
have to fight it out with deck guns — the 
river was far too shallow to risk a dive. 
But no worthy targets presented them¬ 
selves, and the low-lying sub escaped 
detection by the U.S. Navy’s primitive 
radar. A few minutes before dawn the 
U-134 slipped siletiBy into the Atlantic. 

Their mission was to destroy Allied 
shipping. Oil tankers were especially priz¬ 
ed targets, although the U-134’s skipper 
liked to go after escorts. “He had this 
chivalrous notion that warships should be 
fighting warships,” remembers Houben. 
“Fie would have gone after a carrier if 
there was one around. It was all very 
romantic, but he had a hard time getting it 
through his head that the best way w'e 


could help Germany win the w’ar w’as to 
sink tankers and freighters. We had to cut 
the British lifeline. That w^as the U-boat’s 
mission — sink the ships carrying the war 
materiel that kept England in the war.” 

And sink them they did. Houben 
reckons that U-boats he served on ac¬ 
counted for more than 100,000 tons of 
merchant shipping — about 20 vessels — 
plus a British destroyer and a Canadian 
Corvette. “We liked operating in Amer¬ 
ican waters early in the war. The Yanks 
w'cren’t nearly as good at hunting sub¬ 
marines as the British. The British had so 
much more experience. And we especially 
liked to hunt in the Gulf of Mexico during 
1942 and 1943, because it w'asn’t. as 
dangerous for us,” says Houben. 

“Most of the action was in Europe and 
the Pacific — there w^asn’t anybody 
around in the Gulf. The Americans came 
after us wdth B-17s, Bying-out of Cuba, 
but there wasn’t much they could do 
about us even if they caught us on the sur¬ 
face. It was good hunting for a while. 
Later on the Americans came up W'ith 
hunter-killer groups, and that was trou¬ 
ble. Their job was to' kill you, and they 
never slopped until they did. And wdien 
you’re up against planes from a jeep car¬ 
rier and three or four destroyers, there 
isn’t much a submarine can do except try 
to hide. What else could we do? Try to 
sink them all ourselves? Nobody w-as that 
good,” recalls Houben. 

“One fish 

and down they’d go.” 

In 1943, the British and Yanks began to 
get their anti-submarine act together. 
“They were pressing us, driving us further 
out into the Atlantic. So w^e’d slip into the 
Gulf of Mexico and hang around outside 
of Galveston, Pensacola or Corpus Chris- 
ti. There were a lot of shipyards along the 
coast there, building Liberty Ships — 
cheap little freighters of maybe 5,000 
tons. They’d launch one and then take it 
out for a sea trial. One torpedo and down 
they’d go,” remembers Houben.- 

On one Gulf patrol their mission waas to 
go after tankers returning from the 
Venezuelan oil refineries at Curacao. 
“We w-ent after them, shot three or four 
fish. I’m pretty sure w-e got some hits, but 
there w-as no explosion, no flames. Maybe 
we busied up some empties. Anyway, we 
had to get out. The Gulf is big if you’re 
going to sw'im but for a submarine there 
isn’t enough room to hide. 

“We were low on fuel, so we went 
through the Mona Passage, between Puer¬ 
to Rico and the Dominican Republic. We 
were trying to save a few days.” The 
U-134 threaded the passage at night, on 
the surface. That night Houben’s watch 
ended and he went below to sleep. The 
skipper tried to make it a few miles furthen 
from land before pulling the plug. He cut 
it too fine, and Houben'suddenly found 
himself in command. 
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wann'i exatily green, but 1 wasn’t 
what you'd call reasoned, either. This was 
my fourth patrol- Anyway wc dived. The 
crew gets very nervous on the surface in 
day Lights and after what happened I had 
to calm them down. When wc were down, 
3 start ed to reassign duties — this one 
would have ilhai watch, (hai one man this 
piece of equlpmeni. Then we came up to 
periscope depth and stuck the antenna up 
and tried lo gel in [ouch wi^h our base. 
We had a Eittie trouble ai first, but then we 
made contact." 

After reporting what had- happened, 
Houhen asked for instructions. The U-134 
was directed to rendezvous with a supply 
sub to take on fuel. 

’'The milk cow w'as abotit 115 miles 
eastp at about our same latitude. We were 
able to refue] early the next morning, but 
they didn't have any torpedoL-s to give us. 
While we were refueling another sub came 
alongp with a senior skipper. But he had a 
very green executive officer, so he said it 
didn't make any difference which one of 
the two of us took eommand of the 
U-134. 

‘*Got three hits,” 

"I Stayed with my boat, though the 
other s4kipper to3d me to hang around with 
him. So we stayed 10 to miles apart, 
and that night we got Jucky, found a con¬ 
voy coming around from South Africa. 
We went after them — shot all six torpe¬ 
does, I got three hits — hut they were big 
ships. The important thing for me was to 
get the confidence of my crew. I.said to 
rny-scif,. 'The fir^t thing I see through the 
periscope Tm going to shoot. As long as 
we hear a noise froEil the other side, I’m 
okay.* If wc had missed, I would have 
been in deep shit. They’d begin to doubt 
me, You can^t have that on a submarine.” 

In those years, the torpedoes available 
had to be aimed by pointing the subma¬ 
rine at the target. The skipper manned the 
periscope in German subs, and his job was 
to Estimate target range and speed. 

This was cranked through a primitive 
computer which delivered settings for 
depth and running time of the torpedoes. 
If the skipper’s guess was good, the 
torpedoes would find their target. If he 
was off, the HsJ^ would run until their bat¬ 
teries were exhanst^d and then sink harm¬ 
lessly. Every! Iiing depended on the skip¬ 
per's cstimaEc of range and speed. 

^^One of mine blew sky-high.” 

‘*The biggest problem was to guess 
distance — it's very hard across a flat sur¬ 
face. But this lime I was pretty close, and 
we got three hits. There were four ships 
and I wo escorts — so that mean! there was 
something in there that was valuable. We 
never figured' out what it was. No troop 
iranspon^j, for sure. The oihcr guy got an 
escort, I saw one of mine sink — It blew 
sky-high, ffii it- iwice. thE other was about 
7,fXXI lonSt and I know took one 

GS FUll-Pl^n OF FORTUNB 



ABOVE, TOP: S.S. tanker, goes down by stern after absorbing Qermani 

torpedo shortly after leading port on If.S. eastern seaboard. Five men went down 
with it. Area was known as ''Graveyard" by American seamen because of Ojerman 
U-boat efficiency. ABOVE: U.S. merchant ship Bensen burns with ihlok, oily clouds 
of smoke after being torpedoed almost within sight of continental U.£. Hans 
Houben witnessed many such sights; BELOW: German submarine commander 
peers through periscope as he estimates torpedo range of target, probably 
American tanker olf scutheast Atlantic coast near Miami. 
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hit but I didn’t sec it sink. The other 
U-boat was closer, but I never got confir¬ 
mation on the second target because he 
didn’t make it. VVe had nothing to shoot 
with, so we headed , for home. The other 
skipper went back after the convoy, but 
they knocked him off,” Houbcn says. 

It was a close call for Houben. Had the 
other skipper had more confidence in his 
exec, he would have taken Houben 
aboard his own vessel and Houben would 
have gone down with it. 

“But that wasn’t my closest call,” grins 
Houben. “In 1941 I was on leave in Paris. 
My boat was in drydock, and somebody 
on another boat — U-SO — had gotten 
sick. They ordered me to .St. Nazaire to 
take his place. But the Allies were already 
bombing the French rail system night atid 
day. By the time my train got through the 
mess left by the bombing, we were six 
hours late getting to St. Nazaire and I 
missed my ship. That was the last anybody 
ever heard from lJ-80, so my luck held. I 
guess I’m Irish — 1 always thought I’d get 
through the war, and 1 did.” 

Houben’s closest brush with the enemy 
came on a record 225-day combat patrol, 
thought to be the longest of the war. “In 
those days U-boats were quite primitive,” 
explains Houben. “It isn't like now, with 
a big boat with lots of room, frozen food 
and a nuclear reactor so you can stay out 
for two years if you have to. Boats like the 
U-82 were only 218 feet long. There was 
absolutely no privacy — even the skipper 
had only a green curtain to screen his 
hammock, and the rest of us nothing at 

'^*'“When we left port we had supplies 
stored everywhere. Fresh food was kept 
within reach. By the middle of a voyage it 
was all gone and we ate mostly dried 
potatoes. Even today I can’t stand to 
think of them. We had a small fresh-water 
still, but it was barely capable of making 
enough water for drinking. There was 
none for bathing, shaving or washing 
clothing, so sometimes we used sea water. 
Mostly everyone did without. We’d take a 
change of underwear and by the end of 
the voyage our clothes would be black — 
so dirty we usually just threw them away. 
Life on a U-boat at sea was miserable,” 
he says. 

The boat Flouben joined in late 1943 
was the U-134. Although it was a liule 
larger (1,120 tons, 252 feet) than U-82, liv¬ 
ing conditions were about the same. “I 
was assigned as the U-ISl’s executive of¬ 
ficer,” remembers Houben. “We were 
supposed to go to the Indian Ocean to 
operate. Germany had a U-boat base at 
Penang [in what is now called Malaysia — 
The Gr/.v. 1,” Houben explains. With the 
Suez Canal in Allied hands, it meant 
the U-boat would have to circumnavigate 
Africa. “Since our mission was first of all 
to get to Penang, we stayed clear of ship¬ 
ping lanes. We just wanted to get there as 
quickly and safely as possible,” he recalls. 

The trip took nearly four months — 
and when they arrived at .lapanese-occu- 


pied Penang they found out it was ail for 
nothing. “The Japanese were not really 
our friends. When we got there they kick¬ 
ed us out. Something about too many sub¬ 
marines in the Indian Ocean. They were 
like a bunch of bookkeepers. While our 
skipper argued with a Japanese liaison of¬ 
ficer, they kept us in a little camp on the 
edge of the city. We lived in tents. They 
wouldn't let us leave the camp wJiile we 
tried to straighten things out. 

“The Japs kicked us out.” 

“It was some kind of an administrative 
foul-up. There was another German base 
in Indonesia, and one of the German subs 
there — they also operated in the Indian 
Ocean — was torpedoed and sunk by an 
American sub, not long before we arrived. 
[This was the only sinking of a U-boat by 
an American sub in the entire war — The 
Eds.] So in the end we had to turn around 
and go home.” 

That was when the trouble began. “We 
began to have all sorts of psychological 
problems with the crew. It came from be¬ 
ing confined for so long, under constant 
stress. Everyone began to show signs of ir¬ 
ritation. Men would get into fights about 
stupid little things. We didn’t really begin 
to understand how bad things were until 
we got under combat pressure. But in the 
meantime we had all sorts of little prob¬ 
lems. The weather was hot and humid. 
Everyone was getting rashes from the heat 
and from being dirty all the lime. The 
skipper started to worry about a mutiny. 

“There was a feeling among the officers 
that we didn’t have a stable crew. WT had 
a doctor aboard on that patrol, and he 
told the skipper: ‘You better watch these 
men. Don’t put them under too much 
pressure.’ But 1 was young, and the skip¬ 
per was young — about 26 or 27 — and he 
said, ‘Don’t worry so much. They’ll shape 
up as soon as they hear depth charges.’ 
Well, it didn’t work that way,” recalls 
Houben. 

“We were pinned down.” 

“We got in trouble off Freetown, on 
the we,st coast of Africa. There was a con¬ 
voy coming out of Sierra Leone, going 
west. This we attacked. We shot and miss¬ 
ed. And then came the American destroy¬ 
ers — Fletcher class jobs. They were new 
then, and they came after us. They had a 
hunter-killer group inside that convoy, 
and we didn’t know it. They were hanging 
back. We got into trouble. We had to 
dive, and they kept sitting on top of us, 
dropping depth charges, and we got 
knocked around quite a bit. 

“When you’re pinned down like that 
there’s not much you can do. They kep9 
us down for hours and hours. After about 
12 or 14 hours the air got bad. Under nor¬ 
mal conditions that would be pretty 


hairy,” explains Houben. In the U-18rs 
situation, it was even worse. The crew’s 
nerves were shattered by some eight 
months of nearly continuous sea duty. 

“Keep in mind that the skipper was on¬ 
ly 26 and the youngest man aboard was 
17,” says Houben. “A lot of raw nerves. 
Then we took a couple of depth charges 
real close, and the lights went out. Glass 
flew everywhere. A couple of gaskets pop¬ 
ped. Now this is not too serious, usually 
— you shut some valves off and later you 
fix the gaskets. But some of these young 
guys were on the edge of panic. When the 
lights go out, the emergency system is sujv- 
posed to cut in automatically. It didn’t, li 
was pitch dark and we had to fix some¬ 
thing, so somebody felt around for a 
flashlight. 

“Before he came up with it, we heard 
this other guy start praying. Out loud. 
When the flashlight came on he was sit¬ 
ting there like a monk, with his hands 
folded, praying as loud as he could. Now 
prayer is not bad. But praying out loud in 
the conning tower of a submarine with 
Yank destroyers all over the surface — 
that was bad. Someone told him to shut 
up, and he just prayed louder. So one of 
the petty officers went over to him and hit 
him in the face, and he shut up. 

“In a while we got the lights fixed and 
when they came on we thought we’d try to 
sneak away. But they were up there wait¬ 
ing, and when we started our electrics they 
came right back and dropped more depth 
charges. The guy who had been praying — 
he was only about 18 years old — just got 
up and started running. He smashed into 
a bulkhead — his face was a bloody mess. 

“We got him quieted down again. By 
this time, we had been submerged for 
about 16 hours straight. We were at 800 
feel, which was about 150 feet more than 
OUT equipment was supposed to handle. 
VVe weren’t too worried about the pres¬ 
sure hull cracking, because we knew some 
other subs had been as deep as 950 feet 
and come back. 1 myself had been to 750 
once. But the air was very bad, and those 
devils were still up there. 

“It was quiet for a while, and 1 took 
over the con so the skipper could have 
some relief. Then suddenly we heard the 
screws of the destroyers coming again, 
right at us. The radio operator was 
another kid, about 18. He just couldn’t 
take it any more. He grabbed the signal 
pistol — what we used to shoot signal 
flares — and stuck it in his mouth. Before 
anyone could get to him he blew his entire 
head off. It just disintegrated. It was 
awful. Somebody threw up. 

”We were very lucky, because the de¬ 
stroyer just went on over us. He didn’t 
stop. Nothing happened — he headed 
back toward Freeport. We waited awhile 
and then we surfaced, and headed for 
home,” he says. “Lucky again, because 
we couldn’t have stayed down much long¬ 
er, and we didn’t wmnt to fight it outT:)n 
the surface wJth a big Yank destroyer.” 

soij)ii<ii 01 I oirnttvi- 69 


JUNE/80 






“When fA-e got to Ehc area outside Bor¬ 
deaux we were to meet an es(;ort ship,” he 
adds. “Thtrsc were old ircighicrii stuffed 
full of empiy drums and they had lots of 
ami-aircraft guns. They could really put 
up a curtain when ihey had to. Anyway, 
itic ship was to go ahead of us through the 
minendds guarding the port, and if she . 
hit a mine then it blew up a. few barrels — 
no harm done., But we got there and — no 
ship. .Afier all that timc+ we wanted to get 
through the mines and home, " 

“We hung around and waited for the 
ship — and then the British planes showed , 
up. They iried to bomb hell out of us. 
Came pretty close, loo. We were still.in 
water deep enough to dive, so we went 
down. They dropped some more bombs, 
and then a couple of German torpedo 
boats showed up, and after the British 
played some more games, they went home 
and so did we — the torpedo boats guided 
us through the mines/' says Houben. 

After the U- I8r^ return all sorts of ad- 
ministraiivc hell broke out. “We were 
pretty sore that we^d gone all that way for 
nothing, that we’d atmosi been sunk, and 
it was for nothing- Nothing. There was an 
investigation, but 1 don’t know what hap¬ 
pened; they never told 01?^” says Houben. 

‘*.We didn’t believe the war 
was over.” 

/ 

When she war in Europe ended Houben 
was at sea on the U-2456, an experimental 
submarme of 1,600 ions. “We were in the 
south AtEaniiCp and we got the signal. It ^ 
was in code, but we didn't believe it. They, 
sent' the signal again. The second time we 
had to believe it,” he says, and even today 


there is a little sadness in his voice when he 
remembers that tim?.' 

Instructions from home base told the 
U-2456 to proceed to the nearest Allied 
port and surjrender, and sn fly a black sur¬ 
render flag while on the surface. The of¬ 
ficers of the German U-boa1 talked It 
over, and* their skipper decided to disre¬ 
gard the instructions. ... 

“We wanted to go home,” says Hpu- 
ben. “We were'close to some French pos¬ 
sessions, but the last ihing we wanted to 
do was surrender to ihc French. So we 
went north, on the surface at ^ night, 
submerged with our snorkel during the 
day. We thought there wouldn't be too 
many Allied ships around if'we went 
around Scotland and into the North Sea, 
so that’s|he way we went. We went into 
the area near Helgoland submerged. It 
was pretty rough so we didn’t use the 
snorkel. When we came up we were right 
in the middle of four big British ^warships, 
and they all had their guns leveled at us, 

“They signaled us to run up our black 
flag, but we pretended not to understand 
and ran up another one ins(cad. Then one 
of the British ships go( under way and 
signaled us to follow her as she headed up 
the coast to the nearest German port,” 
recalls Houben. 

It was then two weeks or so after the 
surrender, and the crew of the U-2456 had 
no idea what awaited tlicinn For all they 
knew the Allies,were shooting German 
sailors or hanging subm^iue crews. With 
more than a tiulc ircpidation^ the U-2456 

HANS HOUBEN, today rmj lll-mllManBiIrvt head of marine 
contracting firm — and U-S. ctllzen — holds model of 
U-boat he skippered during WWIL 


* entered the harbor under the guns of ithe 
British warship. 

They were greeted with masske inftif- * 
ference. They were.just one more warship 
•of a vanquished foe. At tetigth- someone 
signaled them to a certain dock „ and after 
they had secured the U-boai to ii tjicy 
were ignored for several hours,. 

When the British finally came+ h waj 
the British army, not their nav-y. "The ar¬ 
my had captured thepor( and they were in 
charge. They came to the ship and- said. 
could leave one officer and nine crewnlen,' . 
but the captain and the other crewmen 
had to come off. So 1 stayed/’ pys 
Houben. ‘'We just .sat therefor about two 
week’s.. Then they told us that soon a 
British crew would come aboard, and that 
we would help sail the U-boat lo Scotland; 
where we would be iniernecl while'the' 
British studied our U-boaU Well,! we 
didn’t want to go to Scotland, and we 
were bored sitting there. So ihat night, we 
just opened up the seacocks and leti th^ 
U-boat sink,” says Houben, ! 

Houben and his crew climbed lO the 
’pier and walked ashore while'theSr jboal- 
went down.- “The water wasn\t very ^&cp ' 
and the top of the periscope stuck out of 
the water. But we hadn’t cul the !^ore ^ 
lines so when the U-boat wens down \{ 
took the pier.over with it. We thought all 
hell would break loose when thai hafjpen- 
ed, but there was nothing/' he redial Is, 
Ashore were thousands of German sail¬ 
ors, and Houben and his crew mixed'whh 
them with no.difficulty/ . ;| - 

“The next morning the British discov¬ 
ered what we had done. They rounded up 
all the .German ^saflorS tn the pdri. 

Continued on page 85 < 
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jy^NKNOWN to President Carter or 
%9Lthe CIA, the United States of Amer¬ 
ica has been divided into six kingdoms, a 
few principalities and a multitude of 
baronies, shires and freeholds. These are 
all ruled in an autocratic manner by right 
of arms, with no appeal to democratic 
principles whatsoever. 

In 1966, a group of malcontents, drawn 
mainly from the University of California- 
Berkeley history department, came 
together and declared all events since 1650 
to be null and void. They found the every¬ 
day world of street riots, space shots and 
the Vietnam war dull, and longed for the 
days of bold knights and ladies fair — so 
they formed the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. 

The objective of the Society (SCA) is to 
foster activities of the Current Middle 
Ages — the medieval world with flush 
toilets. This is done by adopting a 
pre-1650 persona, and then living the part 
to the hilt, at.least at all SCA functions. A 
criticism sometimes.made of members of 
the Society is that they donH. always stop 
living the part when the function is over. 

When asked who he was in real life, one 
member replied, “This is who I really am. 
I put on a persona the rest of the week to 
earn my bread and butter.” 

Everyone in the Society is addressed as 
milord or milady; there are no serfs or 
peasants. Other titles are given by ap¬ 
pointment or are earned, either by force 
of arms or skills in medieval arts or 
sciences. 

Knighthood is earned, then given by.the 
king in recognition of accomplishments. 
The kiiight of the current middle ages 
practices .the. virtues of yesterday and is 
able to dance the dances, play a fair game 
of chess, read the symbols of heraldry 
such as coats of arnis, and is familiar with 
the music and literature of the age. In ad¬ 
dition,. he must be proficient with the 
weapons of the day — the shield, mace, 
broadsword and others that he may face 
in the lists*. 

Force of Arms 

Kings, princes, barons and other rulers 
are always chosen by force of arms in 
special tourneys. Fighters use rattan 
weapons — the heavy one- and two-inch 
bars of rattan used to make lawn fur¬ 
niture. Weapons are nominally padded 
and not one has ever been killed in a mock 
battle, though there have been instances 
when the loser and possibly the winner of 
a passage of arms was in need of medical 
assistance. For this reason, no one is 
allowed to fight without a liability release 
being signed, and without the presence of 
a “healer.” A healer is not necessarily a 
doctor, but someone with medical train¬ 
ing, certainly the best trained person 
available. 

It might seem that these tourneys are 
nothing but extremely rough pillow flghts, 
using shields and padded clubs. This is not 
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Alan MacMillian, with sword and shield, faces 
Lord Erich Ledowixen, who wields hand*and-a> 
half sword, sometimes called bastard sword, 
because it is a cross between broadsword and 
greatsword. Those who have fought against this 
oversized weapon say it’s a real bastard. 


the case. Long hours of research go into 
making fighting weapons as authentic as 
possible in appearance and heft. Once this 
is done, more research is devoted to learn¬ 
ing how the weapon was actually used, 
and to perfecting the fighter in the art 
once it is discovered. Strength and agility 
count for a lot in this type of battle but 
will not enable a beginner to win over a 
seasoned fighter, providing the veteran 
has been learning as he should. This is 
demonstrated at each tourney when the 
assembled knights challenge all comers in 
a grand melee — the knights, all of whom 
have mastered their weapons in gaining 
their titles, are always victors — it is like 
matching street brawlers against black- 
belted karateka. 

Naturally, there is some cultural shock 
when the current middle ages and the 
mundane world meet. I am sure of the 
truth of all but one of the following 
stories, for they were related to me by ac¬ 
tual participants — and one does not 
question the work of one of the lords in’ 


the Society, not unless one is willing to 
face that lord in combat. 

Ragnar the Unbathed 

A party of lords and their ladies were 
enroute to the Grand Pennzantic Wars, 
and were traveling in costume by a 
Volkswagen van. They were pulled over 
by a patrolman. The driver, Ragnar the 
Unbathed, looked suspicious to him — 
something to do with wearing a steel 
helmet with 10-inch horns and a real bear¬ 
skin jerkin while driving down the Penn¬ 
sylvania Turnpike. 

When the officer required Ragnar to 
dismount and saw that he was wearing a 
breechclout instead of trousers, and a belt 
from which hung an hourglass-shaped ax 
and an 18-inch dagger, he asked him to 
drop the belt carefully and assume the 
position made famous by television police 
shows. The officer then cautiously opened 
the rear door of the windowless van. As 
the door opened, Rolf of Bedlam chose to 
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perform a double handspring out the door 
in his court jester’s costume, and was 
almost shot for his pains. The rest of the 
party came out much less dramatically. 

By the time the startled officer had six 
assorted men and women in various his¬ 
torical costumes lined up beside the road, 
he had discarded his original theory — 
that he was dealing with an escapee from 
the nearby state hospital — but he quite 
definitely wanted a reasonable explana¬ 
tion, especially since the van was loaded 
with steel weapons to be worn with the 
costumes at the revel that follows the war. 

Broadsword vs. Switchblades 

When they had finally convinced him 
that they were going about legitimate 
business, the officer turned without a 
word and headed for his car. 

Ragnar called after him, “Can we go 
now? You’re not giving us a ticket?’’ 

“Not on your life,” the trooper an- 
JUNE/80 


swered, “I’m not fool enough to try ex¬ 
plaining this to a judge.” 

Another story concerns an SCA revel in 
a rougher section of New Orleans, One of 
the lords was escorting two ladies out to 
their carriage — sorry, their car — when 
they were accosted by four young toughs 
wielding switchblades. 

“Hey man, let’s see what you’re carry¬ 
ing,” one said, referring to the lord’s 
cash. 

“As you will, knaves,” the lord roared, 
and hauled out a yard of broadsword. 
This was met with the sound of four 
knives hitting the pavement and four sets 
of rapid feet retreating down four dif¬ 
ferent streets. 

Another story concerns a tourney held 
in California. As the fights were in pro¬ 
gress in a small park, a local motorcycle 
gang roared by, turned and came back, 
and decided to have some fun by showing 
the fighters some real fighting. They piled 
off their bikes, swarmed over the fence, 
and charged, brandishing bike chains, tire 
irons and knives. 


At a word from the autocrat of the 
tourney, a herald stepped forward and 
shouted, “To arms, varlets on the field!” 

The assembled lords rushed to meet the 
invaders swinging their padded weapons 
and shields. It quickly became evident 
that a tire tool is a poor substitute for a 
mace, a bike chain is no match for a 
morningstar, and a knife against a sword 
is just plain ridiculous. Almost 30 minutes 
later, a member of the motorcycle gang 
escaped to a phone and called the police. 

As the battered hoods were being haul¬ 
ed away,by the police, the herald ran up 
with a final word: “We’ll be holding a 
tourney here next year at the same time. 
Would you like to come to that one too?” 

Sir Marius and the Mugger 

There are those who hold that members 
of the Society start by playing roles and 
end up unable to distinguish the role from 
reality. They claim to fear that such peo¬ 
ple will become unable to cope with the 
modern world. In actual fact, there may 
be a grain of truth in saying that the 
members tend to live in their own world, 
but it’s the world, not the SCA that may 
have trouble coping. Consider the case of 
Sir Marius and the mugger. 

Sir Marius, in his mundane persona of 
off-duty police officer, and a young lady 
are waiting to be served a late supper in a 
cafe in the rougher section of a large city. 
Suddenly, from outside comes the sound 
of a woman’s scream. 

Leaping to his feet, sending his chair 
crashing, and with a lusty shout, “A 
Marius to the rescue!” he races through 
the crowded restaurant. Outside there is 
some sound of a scuffle — the sound of a 
police siren — then Sir Marius opens the 
door to find every eye in the house turned 
on him. 

He stops, gives a sweeping bow, worthy 
of a Galahad, and says, “Milords, Mi¬ 
ladies, the needful has been done.” 

“Death to the Saracens!” 

In these days when Arabian sheiks 
tweak our collective nose with only a 
groveling response from our government, 
when we “languish in peace” and the real 
warriors of our nation scheme to continue 
to fight its enemies under other banners — 

I take a great deal of quiet pleasure in the 
knowledge that one of the men so careful¬ 
ly chosen to serve as a watch officer at 
NORAD is in reality a crusader from the 
12th century. I have a mental picture of 
some day when the Arabs go one step too 
far, of this man striding into the control 
room with his broadsword and, with a war 
cry, “Death to the Saracens!” slamniing 
home the red button with the flat of his 
blade, thereby starting the greatest camel 
stampede in the history of the world. 

If this is escapism, let’s all try to escape. 
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SILENT INVASION 
Continued from page 31 
sentenced. In a few days, the aliens would 
have been returned to Mexico. 

“But the public defender solicited a 
statement from the smuggler that he was 
struck by one of the agents. So they held 
the witnesses in jail for six months. There 
was a big investigation. They had a line-up 
of Border Patrol agents to see if the smug¬ 
gler could-pick out the one who struck 
him — to no avail because he hadn’t been 
struck. They took the case to a grand jury 
and it got thrown out. 

“Meanwhile, these aliens were kept in 
jail for six months. This cost us, the tax¬ 
payers, $30 per day per person. 

“When I first came in the Border Patrol 
24 years ago, there were about 1,200 
agents and Mexico’s population was less 
than 30 million. Now there are between 
65 and 70 million people in Mexico, while 
there are now less than 2,000 agents. No 
effort has been made to keen the Border 
Patrol strength up to where it could do its 
job. 

Hands-off Policy 

“Immigration [and Naturalization] 
Service policy does not allow us to go into 
the cities where most illegals are working. 
Instead, we send most of our men out to 
the desert each day. If they work hard, 
maybe they’ll catch a few aliens. We’re 
not even allowed to pick ’em up off the 
street. This hands-off policy isn’t written. 
It’s understood. 

“There’s no hope that Mexico will cor¬ 
rect its economic situation. The invasion’s 
going to go on and on. Our national elec¬ 
tion ballots have been written in both 
English and Spanish for years. New Mex¬ 
ico is officially bilingual....’’ 

I asked Heidt what he would do if 
tomorrow he was installed as head of the 
INS. Heidt’s response was instructive: 
“I’d do the same thing that Germany did 
a few years ago when they terminated 
their program for temporary foreign 
workers. If a person is caught employing 
an illegal alien, he receives an unmitigated 
$20,000 fine for each illegal. I think this 
would work just fine in the U.S. And the 
form would have to be as easy to write as a 
traffic ticket.** 

‘‘New York^s crime rate— 
part of the problem,” 

Heidt explained “A low regard for life 
is part of the Mexican culture, so when an 
illegal comes north, that culture usually 
travels with him. So the crime rate climbs, 
especially violent crime. Each December, 
professional shoplifters come up to Tuc¬ 
son from Mexico. They work all the stores 
and take it all to a safe house. 

“A large part of New York City’s big 
crime rate stems from illegal aliens. It’s 
estimated that one out of eight people in 
New York is an illegal. It’s not just a 
border problem. The country is being 
overwhelmed, with no effort being made 
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mercenary contracts. It was the first book 
willing to deal with the dogs of war as they 
really are. without fictional padding. 
Reviewed in Soldier of Fortune as “A wealth 
of background information for the scholar 
and soldier of fortune.” $3.00 


enaries 


FIREPOWER, the one you have heard so 
much about but nobody seems to have. Two 
meres tell the inside story of fighting a 
bloody last ditch stand against communist 
troops and tanks in Angola. 491 pages. 16 
photos, paperbound. $5.00 

CONGO MERCENARY is Col. “Mad Mike” 
Hoare’s own story of how he became the 
most famous mercenary of this century. 
Leading the white mercenaries of his 5th 
Commando, Hoare broke the back of a 
communist rebellion in Africa and rescued 
hundreds of hostages. Hardbound. 318 
pages. 29 photos. $15.95 

WHORES OF WAR is a leftist hatchet job on 
mercenaries today that draws heavily on the 
commie sponsored International 
Committee of Inquiry on Mercenaries. Yet it 
contains surprising amounts of useful in¬ 
formation not found anyplace else 
sandwiched between hysterically funny 
bullshit. $350 
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to stop it. But I think a change in the na¬ 
tional attitude could correct it.” 

Heidt continued, “In December 1979 a 
Border Patrol helicopter in Chula [Vista] 
sector was knocked down, they assume 
with a rock. The crew was badly injured. 
About' 300 illegals swarmed across and 
were trying to tear the craft apart. They 
were trying to get the officers inside. A 
nearby agent tried to come to the crew’s 
rescue in a vehicle. The crowd storied him 
— just about killed him. Then the 
sheriff’s department helicopter came in 
and made sidesweeps [at the crowd] with 
its skids. They drove the crowd away so 
we could rescue our people. Not a gun was 
drawn, even though those men were being 
killed.” 

I asked Heidt what a reader should do 
if, after reading this article, he wanted to 
protest to someone with clout. 

Heidt sighed, “I have no idea. I have no 
faith in anybody doing anything. Using 
our process, while we still have a country, 
get together and vote for people who are 
concerned with the well-being of the 
United States. In other words, throw all 
the liberals out of office.** 

(See SOF, December *79, for Part 1, 
^Cactus Curtain, ** and January *80, for 
Part 2, ”Blast from the Past, **) 

EDITOR’S NOTE: While stiff fines 
levied for the employment of illegal Mex¬ 
icans would slow illegal alien traffic, I 
consider it impractical and an attempt to 
treat the symptom not the disease. The 
problem is unemployment in Mexico and 
greed in the United States, 

Mexico has an incredible unemploy¬ 
ment rate due to a shortage of arable land, 
rapid mechanization in its farming in¬ 
dustry, a high illiteracy rate among rural 
persons and a shortage of jobs for unskill¬ 
ed persons in its cities, American busi¬ 
nessmen profit from this as those condi¬ 
tions produce a supply of desperate men 
willing to work long hours for low pay. 
The Americans who profit range from 
farmers, working as little as 100 acres, to 
Fortune 500 companies that control farms 
covering thousands of acres. And the '"big 
boys** of agribusiness simply have too 
much political clout to allow our law 
makers to pursue strict immigration 
policy, 

Mexicans are much like Americans: 
they love their land, their food, their 
music, their country. If conditions were 
such that they could prosper in Mexico 
they would stay there. During the next 
decade or so, Mexico will have an enor¬ 
mous amount of money from its immense 
oil and gas resources to invest in re¬ 
structuring its economy. The cure may be 
for the United States to offer an exchange 
Of technological assistance in building a 
stable economy in Mexico for head-of- 
the-line status at Mexico *s oil wells. We 
need oil and Mexico needs teachers, 
technicians and equipment, 

Jim Graves 


RSA’S CUBAN KILLER 

Continued from page 55 

First bag: 1 Russian truck, 

30 Cubans 

“That fighting died down, so we 
returned to the tar road and that was 
when I saw a Russian truck coming up 
from behind — although at first we 
thought it was one we had captured 
earlier. But it wasn’t. It was loaded with 
Cubans, about 30 of them, I’d say. 

“At first, I observed them through my 
periscope. Then as the truck came along¬ 
side, I opened the hatch for a closer look. 

“The Cubans were laughing and one 
was playing a guitar. One of them gave me 
the V" peace sign with his fingers as they 
went by and I returned it. 

“I let them get about 10 meters ahead 
and then let one round loose from the 90. 
Truck and Cubans sort of disappeared.” 

Then, as Van Vuuren says, “We carried 
on. I posted two cars in good artillery fir¬ 
ing positions and went ahead on recce.” 

Second bag: 20-30 Cubans, 

1 Land Rover 

Van Vuuren came across a Land Rover 
which contained two 44-gallon drums of 
gasoline and a large supply of ammuni¬ 
tion. He had decided to capture it when 
the Eland rumbled up to a small store out¬ 
side which stood a cluster of Cuban 
troops. 

“They were aU standing around in the 
rain, waving their hands in the air and 
arguing. I suppose they were high on dac- 
ca. There seemed to be no leadership.” 

Van Vuuren and his crew adjusted the 
90mm, touched it off and another group 
of 20-30 Cubans virtually disintegrated. 

“We heard, then, reports of infantry 
coming up the road. I decided we couldn’t 
capture the Land Rover, so I fired my last 
round into it.” 

Third bag: Cubans vs. 9inm 

Van Vuuren was trying to rejoin the 
other two vehicles in his command when 
the Eland’s engine died. 

A troop of Cubans appeared and began ' 
swarming over the Eland. “There we 
were. Both MGs knocked out and no am¬ 
munition left for the 90. I had forgotten 
about my sidearm (a Star 9mm semi-auto) 
when Tommy Corms, my driver, remind¬ 
ed me of it. 

“I pulled it out of the holster and 
shifted it to my left hand, because I had 
injured the right hand being jolted around 
in the vehicle. 

“I started shooting out of a firing slit 
and got four of them with the first maga¬ 
zine. I reloaded and in the excitement 
forgot about my sore hand, fired with it 
and got seven more. 

“By this time, there seemed to be only 
one of them left. He was lying down near 



the side of the road firing at us with an 
AK-47. Fortunately for us, none of these 
Cubans had any RPGs on them. 

“Tommy wanted to run right over the 
chap but that didn’t seem fair to me. I 
thought maybe we could just scare him 
off so we headed for him.” 

By this time, the Eland was traveling on 
four flat tires. It can run for about 50 
kilometers on flats if the vehicle is driven 
slowly and with care. 

The Cuban remained in the vehicle’s 
path and Corms drove it right over him 
and then over another Cuban lying behind 
him they hadn’t noticed. 

“By now, all the Cubans were dead or 
fled,” said Van Vuuren. 

At this stage of the game, most com¬ 
manders in Van Vuuren’s situation would 
have pulled out and returned for more 
ammo, repairs, etc. Not this guy. He 
wanted to stay on the captured ground to 
give the appearance of a threat. 

“If we pulled back, we’d just have to 
take the ground all over again,” he said. 

But eventually they were relieved. The 
fight took six hours in all and Van Vuuren 
estimates that his little troop wiped out at 
least 200 Cubans. 

Van Vuuren, who stands 5-11, weighs 
160 pounds and sports a neatly clipped 
military moustache that matches his dark 
brown hair, says he was not scared during 
the episode. “We were far too busy for 
any emotions. But later I went into a kind 
of shock and for a few days had difficulty 
sleeping.” 

The young officer cannot explain why 
the Cubans were so unobservant, even to 
the point of one of them giving him the V 
sign as they drove by, other than that they 
had ingested too much pot and possibly 
thought the Elands were some sort of 
Soviet vehicle with which they were un¬ 
familiar. 

The South African army awarded Van 
Vuuren the Cross of Honor, Third Class, 
for his exploit. That’s roughly similar to 
the Distinguished Service or Navy Cross in 
the American military. 
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aTheClaw 
bJLnight's Stick 

c. The Beast 

d. TheVUblf 

e. Death’sHead 


CreativeHorizons 
P.O.B 0 X 324 
Lutherville,Md. 


The heads are PDlished Solid Brass 
The wood is Hand Rubbed Birch , 

Finished in Walnut or Ebony V301/i 

Send Check or Money Order 
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NO WAIT, FtESH 
NEW STOCK IN. 
BUTHUnV t 

MITECH MMMENT CO. 

- NOTICI - 

New MKIIAR15. Auto Sear, Mechanism. Pal. Pend. We dare 
anyone to compare! This unit is fully machined from Super 
Nitronic 40 stainless, 405 stainless and 4130 chromoly steel 
hardened throughout, with class A Music wire springs. Unit 
requires the following Ml 6 Parts to function as a lull auto select 
- fire weapon. Hammer, trigger, disconnector, boll carrier and 
safety selector. Ideal for police etc It is easily removable, 
requires no machine and needs little or no maintenance. Law 
Enforcement Agency's can now allow SWAT teams to lake 
their weapons home with Auto Sear removed, as you know this 
is impossible with the Ml 6. 

Dealer Inquiries am Absolutely 

Invited Guaranteed 

NOTE. This is not the same piece of junk that has been floating 
around' A copy ol your license 13 appreciated, but not 
necessary Please make bank Check or M O payable to. 

G.C. SMELLING 

Use of this device permitting Tull automatic mode 
•is subject to the provisions of the gun control act 
of 1968. 

P.O. Box 1104, Dept. SF Rosemead, Calif. 91770 


CUSS & DISCUSS 

Continued from page 21 

contributing factor in the issue, since 
results obtained from mathematic calcula¬ 
tions and/or wound cavity tests in non- 
relevant mediums such as oil or water- 
based clay, duxseal, ballistic gelatin, water 
or wet or dry sand don’t seem to corre¬ 
spond with actual observed results in both 
civil and military combat involving hand¬ 
guns. To the degree that such methods de¬ 
part from observed, historic reality, these 
“modern” tests show lack of validity. 

I personally do not feel that the U.S. 
government has any idea of what it is try¬ 
ing to do, other than spend money, and 
this program shows it, as did other, earlier 
programs. I am not willing to accept the 
9mmP as a replacement for the 45 ACP. 
Further, I cannot accept any of the pistols 
being considered as being nearly equal, 
much less superior to the basic 1911 
system (Colt-Browning). 

2. These pro-9mm arguments are based 
on lab tests which allegedly prove 9mm to 
be equal if not better than 45 in lethality 
or killing power. This misses the point. 
Whether the assailant dies is irrelevant as 
long as he immediately stops attacking. As 
noted before, lab tests are not required for 
this characteristic. Actual experience 
shows that a single 45 in the torso stops 
the fight 90 percent of the time, 9mm only 
50 percent. Lab tests have been done be¬ 
cause real-world experience won’t yield 
the right conclusion, i.e., “9mm is best.” 
Sincerely, 

Scott McClelland 
San Jose, California 

Loves controversy ... 

Sirs: 

I’ve always loved to listen to the 9mm 
Para vs 45 ACP controversy. It’s a great 
way to kill an otherwise boring afternoon, 
since proponents of both tend to be die¬ 
hard fanatics. Never having had to shoot 
anybody with either, I can’t speak from 
first-person experience. During my active 
Army tour (infantry indirect-fire 
crewman-mortarman, IIC) I had a 45 as 
my personal weapon. I qualified expert, 
and found the 45 pleasant to shoot (I’m 
6’2”, 220 pounds, with a grip like a 
gorilla). I own a Colt Mk IV and a S&W 
Model 39 and practice quite often (I 
handload all ammo), I should like to bring 
up a few historical points: 

The 45 ACP was adopted in accordance 
to the Philippine experience at the turn of 
the century when high velocity .355-.358 
cartridges drilled neat little holes in Mofo 
tribesmen without spoiling their zeal. 
Large-caliber bullets tended to drop them 
in their tracks. Tests of the 45 round 
(basically developed from the old .455 
Webley) were done on live targets (cattle), 
a truer medium than paraffin or clay. 

The mystique of the 9mm parabellum 
developed with the Luger pistol. Unlike 
the 45 ACP, the 9mm with its lighter 



AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES. 
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P. O. Box 30035 • MIdweit City. Oklahoma 73110 


... $24.95 
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. . $21.95 
.... $28.95 
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Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer> 
ica in the 1980's ... 

Earl Turner and his 
fellow patriots In 
the Organization are 
forced underground 
when the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta¬ 
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own¬ 
ers. The hated E- 
quality Police begin 
hunting them down, 
but the Organiza- 
tionfights back with 
acampaign of sabo¬ 
tage and assassina¬ 
tion. The ingenuity 
and boldness of 
Turner and his comrades in devising and 
executing new methods of guerrilla war lead to 
a climax of cataclysmic Intensity and world¬ 
wide scope. The Turner Diaries is a book unlike 
any you’ve ever read! Illustrated, 315 pages. 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised munitions, terrorist gad¬ 
gets, and military/Industrial sabo¬ 
tage. His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario Is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES.$4.95 

(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alliance Books, Dept S, 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 




76 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE/80 
























weight and good bullet shape proved an 
excellent submachine-gun cartridge. The 
9mm in a pistol always has raised praises 
or damnations by its users. 

The pistol can seldom substitute for the 
rifle. A pistol is the personal weapon of 
last resort in regular military usage. Some, 
especially the SOF, like to carry it as a 
form of insurance policy. The Army has 
toyed with the 9mm since 1946, in 1956 
taking it seriously enough for trials. The 
Army, unlike the Air Force, fights its bat¬ 
tles in the real world as opposed to the 
sky. Ever since the AF foisted the Mic¬ 
key Mattel (M16A1) onto the Army, the 
Army doesn’t have highest faith in AF 
R&D, and it’s the AF pushing the 9mm. 
In its European use, the pistol (although 
Europe has produced the best) has been 
primarily a badge of rank for the officer 
or senior NCO. Neither the military nor 
-the police liked the idea of lugging around 
a miniature cannon. 

The whole concept of the pistol in 
NATO, no matter what caliber, might be 
rapidly going out the window. The new 
emphasis in West Germany and France is 
on more potent, more compact subma¬ 
chine guns, such as the IMP and its like. 
Then again, gentlemen, feel free to argue 
over your favorite pistol. In the long run, 
it won’t make a damn either way. 

Jim Compton 

San Diego, California 
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tune Magazine. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine of¬ 
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RELOADING TIP 

by Donald F. Casserly 
UBJECT: Military-primer pocket- 
crimp removal. 

1 have found an easy way of removing 
the primer pocket crimp from military 
cases. 

Equipment needed: 

1. An electric 3/8” power drill. 

2. A small and large primer pocket- 
reamer from C-H Tool & Die 
Corporation, Box L, Owen, W1 
54460, $3.45 each. 

3. A pair of utility gloves. 

4. A small brush. 

Steps after cases have been decapped: 

1. After the wooden handles have been 
removed, place the reamer in the drill 
head and tighten it into place. 

2. Put a glove on the hand that will be 
holding the case. 

3. Remove crimp slowly until you get 
the hang of it. 

4. Take the small brush and remove the 
shavings. 

The whole operation takes a second or 
two. The cases are now ready to be 
reprimed, 

Donald F, Casserly is a security 
policeman at Keesler Air Force Base in 
Mississippi. 
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BEWARE: 
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The bastard of the 
mating of wormeaten 
wood with twisted 
steel, the Dwarf is an 
evil companion that you 
wouldn't want to take 
home to mother ... but it is a 
sturdy mother. The Dwarf 
has no saving graces, but at 
under T overall — and with 
its special black sheath — 
it can be hidden almost any¬ 
where. You'll have to see it 
to believe it... but Beware. 


To Order Send $22.50 to: 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O. Box 18595 -SOF 
Atlanta, Ga. 30326 


COMBAT PISTOL 
Continued from page 12 
(which is quite considerable), we find the 
more fussing around one does with a 1911 
pistol the more difficulties he is likely to 
encounter. Many of the additions and 
modifications you suggest on the pistol 
are simply going to get in their own way, 
as well as make the pistol unserviceable. 
Essentially all that is really needed on a 45 
auto is a set of high visibility sights and a 
good trigger. Most of the new productions 
come with a good trigger as it is, so all we 
usually need is a set of sights that can be 
seen. The rest of the things you mention 
will help your shooting as much as a set of 
racing stripes will improve your driving. 

My advice is to save your money until 
you have shot enough to realize what your 
pistol really needs, and put nothing 
superfluous on it, 

I have a question about relative 
stopping power of pistol car¬ 
tridges. Relative stopping power seems to 
be based on slngle-iomd impact. Short of 
using a SMG on full auto, could one 
achieve a higher cumulative relative stop¬ 
ping power by firing a burst of three 
rounds (at least two impact) for a given 
round? To illustrate my assumptions, I 
submit the following scenario: 

A. Fire at target at combat range with 
three rounds of 9mm parabellum, rapid- 
fire Llama auto pistol. First and third 
rounds impact torso within one foot of 


MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY! 
$7 postpaid 


Aluminum paperweight 
$3.50 postpaid 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Not Intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to; 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 



THE POOR MAN'S JAMES BONO 

$ 11.00 

THE POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND is the undisputed leader 
in the held of books on improvised weaponry and 
do-it-yoursetf mayhem It gives lull and simple instructions 
for making tear gas, explosives, firearms, silencers, poisons, 
zipguns, grer.ades, knock-out drops, flame throwers and a 
wide variety of weapons It also tells you how to buy most of 
the needed chemicals from your grocery and garden store. 
Includes FIREWORKS AND EXPLOSIVES LIKE GRANDDAD 
USED TO MAKE. This book has hundreds of formulas and 
processes for making fireworks, blasting compounds, 
gunpowder, nitro, guncotton, etc. The material was gleaned 
from formularies written from 1872 to 1907. Plus: George W. 
Weingart's classic on fireworks, PYROTECHNY, This is the 
simplest and most comprehensive book on actually making 
fireworks It is heavily illustrated in how to make Roman 
Candles. Shell Cases. Fuses. Colored Fires. Explosive 
Powders. Rockets. Mortars. Firecrackers, Torpedoes, etc. 
Plus, the complete text of EXPLOSIVES, MATCHES AND 
FIREWORKS by Joseph Reilly, 1938 This is a rather technical 
work on the analysis and testing of explosives. All these 
combined make THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND invaluable 
for survival. 
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LOCKSMITHS & STUDENTS 

These tools are sold tor instructional 
purposes only. The seller does not except 
any responsibility for their rnisuse. 
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PIX-E2 

Folding, self con¬ 
tained pockei style. 
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square Six picks and 
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which also acts as 
pocket clip. 



26.00 



THE LOCKAIDTOOL 

The Lockaid Tool was specifically de 
Signed to pick pm lurnbler locks over ■ 
thirty years ago at an aid lo law anlorce- 
inent agencies and locksmiths. Since then. 

It has been continuously evaluated and 
improved 


LAW ENFORCEMENT MILITARY SECURITY 


SOF 'N STORE OR BY MAIL 

CATALOG SI.00 

ALL ORDERS: MONEY ORDER. CERTIFIED CHECK, 
VISA OR B. OF A. PERSONAL CHECKS HELD 2 WEEKS 

THE LARDER-SURVIVAL BOOKS 
11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., DEPT SF 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 
(213) 763-0804 


IMPORTANT 


Certain local aulhoriiies impose licensing requirements, and other restrictions, upon the 
locksrnithing trade (For public protection.) In such areas, the laws generally stipulate that 
the actual practice ol this ciatt is limited to licensed locksmiths and apprentices, in addition, 
(whereycr these laws apply), possession of any form of lock picking tool may be prohibited 
to all those other than licensed locksmiths, apprentices, students of the trade, or those who 
are ''otherwise” authorizerl flf VOb are in doubt as to your local regulations, check with 
your police chief.) 

For the foregoing reasons, the following Isigned) staiement must accompany all orc/ers for 
"picking” topis, 

n am licensed by local authority to practice the trade ol Locksrnithing - or I am a licensed 
Apprentice Locksrnith 

I am over twenty one years of age. I have never been convicted of a felony, a larceny related 
misdemeanor, or any crime which might preclude my participation in this trade. 

I am interested m learning the locksmith trade for the purpose of legitimate enterprise. I am 
presently enrolled in an accredited locksrnithing school.OR I have elected to learn this trade 
through the process of "self teaching”. I am fully aware of the laws which govern the 
practice of this trade, and I understand and recognize the responsibilities related to the 
conduct of this trade. 


DATE; . 


SIGNATURE:- 


HECKLER & KOCH 

H&K 


FACTORY MANUALS 
HK91 HK93 

$6.50 $6.50 

HK 91 and HK 93, HECKLER and 
KOCH Factory Manuals. Illustrated, 
50 detailed pages covering main¬ 
tenance, operation, cleaning, acces¬ 
sories, Semi-Auto, Full Auto, and 
Burst Fire functions; Cat&log $1. 
Money Order only; Survival Books, 
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Learn at Home, Spare-Time! 

HOW TO MAKE 
MONEY With GUNS! 


BE A “GUN .PRO”-ttie man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

-- . Your love of guns and shoot¬ 
ing can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales 
counselor for a gun shop, sport 
ing goods store, discount 
house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business—sell or repair guns. 


I I BE YOUn OWN GUN EXPERT We Show 

I 1 you how to buy and sell guns, .cus- 

y* !ooii2e. repair and accunze them...fit 
and finish stocks, Learn all about bal- 
listics,..black powder,, how to 
import guns. 

Graduatiorf from this course does not insure that you 
will get' a To finc^ out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show^You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License ^uy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a.student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — grder guns for-others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart 

included in your first lesson gives you new 
accuracy. Send for results of survey show 
employment success of our graduates. 

Write for FREE‘‘Gun Pro Career Kin 



Now Approved for 
G/ and VA Benefits! 


! J- 

* "Trainina for the Future throuah Home Studu” 

North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS0060 
4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Rush me infoi-jnatiQn telling how ( may become a GUN PRO. 

No Salesman will Call. 
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each Other, Target standing upright and 
facing towards gun. 

B. 'Same conditions as above, but serv¬ 
ice attto pistol with factory-load 45 caliber 
ACP' jound used, single impact in torso. 

Stu'^dy into the effects of multiple im¬ 
pact effect from a SMG may give part of 
the answer to my question. Tm not ad¬ 
vocating a full auto 22 in LR §MG for 
self-4efense, but was curious as to possi¬ 
ble cUtnulative relative stopping power of 
less effective rounds if more than one hit 
is m^4e within a short period of time. 

G.J.D., Fullerton, California 

A I believe — though I have no way 
ifof proving it — that the almost in¬ 
stant duplwation of impact with a second 
hit will increase stopping effect. It is for 
this reason that we always teach our stu¬ 
dents if o fire twice. 

At such time as I can persuade the 
Chicdms to send us several thousand hu¬ 
man guinea pigs I will run the tests that 
you siiggesi and let you know the results. 
For thpn the expenditure of 2 or 300,000 
peopif is hardly worth mentioning. 


This month Ken Hackathorn addresses 
the problem of uniform practical pistol 
rules,^ammunition and holsters, as well as 
ever-present conflict between gamesman¬ 
ship and practical shooting styles. 

S INCE the beginnings of free-Jtyle 
practical pistol shooting, open- 
mindedness has been expounded conc^rn- 
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These books were ongmally* developed by the 
FRANKFdRO ARSENAL for the CIA and SPE¬ 
CIAL FORCES. They are the most detailed and 
comprehensive works ever done on the subject of 
improvised weapons. For years they have been the 
most sought after and secretive books ever published 
by the AMERICAN MILITARY, Only after.lenglhy 
and. ex tensive research have we'been able to acquire 
these complete original books and are now making 
them available to you. Anyone who can foresee the 
troubled times ahead should not be without the 
knowledge-contained in these hooks. 

— Improvised Munitions Black Books-* 


(BB-U .Vol. I, 147 Pg ... $9.95 

(BB.2) Vol. 2, 141 Pg . $9.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

DEPT. SF. CORNViLLE, AZ. 86325 
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I have enclosed $ _ Please Rush me; 

_copy(s} of BB-1 

-copy(s) of BB-2 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 
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“GEfbuTOFJAIL 
FREE CARD^ 

Studies and Obeervetions 
Group lb card 
An exact reprint of the 
CIA/Covert Operations 10 
card carried by members of 
the SOq. (Studiea and Ob- 
servationji Group) in SE 
Asia during the Vietnam 
era. ' 

*... Oo not detain or ques¬ 
tion himt He is authorized to 
wear|Civilian clothing, carry 
unusual peraonal weapons, 
pass into restricted areas, 
requialtfbn equipment of all 
types...” “If he Is killed do 
not remove this document 
from Mml etc." Printed In 3 
coiora. SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! S5.00 

'i 
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the TtRRORISTS 



of terrorists, their 


Detailed description 
tactics and weapons. Includes a rogue’s 
gallery of worldwide terrorist organiza¬ 
tions Including objectives and methods. 
Numerous Illustrations of terrorist wea¬ 
pons. Hardbound, $14.95 


Wings 


U.S. Army parachute wings, black or silver, $2.00 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps parachute wings, 
$3.00 

U.S. Army Senior or Master parachute wings, 
black or silver, $2,50 

U.S. Army miniature parachute wings, $2.00 
U.S. Army “Death from Above" parachute wings 
(Skull with Airborne wings) siiverfinish. clutch 
beck. $4.95- 

Alrborne/flaoger wings $4.95 
U.S. Army Air Assault wings $2.95. 

U.S, Army Glider Assault wings, $3.95 



TERRORIST EXPLOSIVE HANDBOOK: 

The Irisb Republican Army by Jack 
McPherson. A concise, up to date Intelli¬ 
gence report on the current IRA t;omb 
campaign throughout Great Britain. Learn 
the behind the scenes story of the battle 
between the world’s most durable urban 
guerrilla movement and the counter¬ 
insurgency experts of the British military. 
Includes information never before avail¬ 
able to the American public on improvised 
explosives, deFay devices, homemade 
mortars,!letter bombs, incendiaries, car 
bombs, mine warfare, and British counter¬ 
measures. Illustrated with photos and 
drawings, $3.M 


CONGO MERCENARY: by Mike Hoare. 
Colonel "Mad Mike" Hoare is undoubted¬ 
ly the worli^'s most famous living merce¬ 
nary soldier. In 1964 Hoare and his fellow 
soldiers of> 5 Commando were ail that 
stood betvyeeh the European residents of 
the Congo* and a hideous death at the 
hands of howling savages. This is the true 
story of 5 Cpmmanda, not what the world 
read in the newspapers! 318 pages, 
hardbounek jphoto illustrated, $14.95 



T-SHIRTS 

Available in S,M,L,XL. 

TERRORISM STOPS HERE black on tactical tan 
AIRBORNE — DEATH FROM ABOVE. Black and white on blue 


Original Foreign Legion 
Paratrooper Beret Badge, 
as worn from Dien Bien 
Phu to Shaba Province. 
This world famous badge 
is also the unofficial mer¬ 
cenary insignia. Original 
French military manufac¬ 
ture, just $4.95 

Postage is extra, add $1.50 

Our latest Illustrated catalog of world 
wide military gear, $1.00 
When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
Times Blvd. 

LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON. TX. 77035 

(rray 522-7036 
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Chuck Taylor 

Commando Special 




MAGAZINE WELL 

BEVELED 

for easy magazine 

insertion 


TRIGGER PULL SET 
TO 3^2-4 LBS. 


TRIGGER GUARD AND 
FRONT STRAP 
CHECKERED 
30 lines per inch 


FROSTED FRAME ON 
LIGHTWEIGHTS 
ELECTROLESS NICKLE 
ON STEEL FRAME 


Chuck Taylor Commando Special, 
caliber .45 ACP, built on Colt Lightweight (alloy frame) 
or Combat Commander (steel frame). Ideal Personal Defence “carry gun".. .if you must: 
Light weight model $600.00. Steel frame model $650.00! Price subject to change. Post 
paid anywhere in the U.S., FFL required, 50% deposit required. Balance of payment 
before shipment. 

Long trigger, oversize grip safety, speed safety, ambidextrous safety and other options 
are available at extra cost. 

Delivery time is usually 30-45 days depending on availability from Colt. 


BOMAR DELUXE SIGHT 
■'Buried” into slide with 
all corners and edges 
rounded. 


BACK OF SLIDE 
CHECKED 
50 lines per inch 


BARREL RECROWNED 


BARREL RAMPED 
for feedina of HP/SWC 


FRONT SIGHT 
RAMPED AND 
SERRATED 
Hi'temp. silver sol¬ 
dered in place 
FIHED MUZZLE 
BUSHING 


9PORT9 WE9T. INC. 

Ikey Starks • George Orndorff 


2200 West Alameda Ave. 
Alameda Sq. Shopping Center 
Denver. Colorado 80223 (303) 934-4466 



Wear Your Knife In A 


SHOULDER RIG 


Now any knife with the classic boot/beit clip 
(Gerber Mk I, Jakal, Quicksilver, Vindicator, 
etc.) can be worn on our special shoulder 
harness rig. The kit includes instructions, black 
nylon harness and easily Installed adapters. 


To order send $8.50 + 50$ postage to: 

MHAIHEIIT SYSTEMS 
PHBDUCTS, UHLTD. 

P.O. Bo* 18595 - SOF 
Atlanta, (aa, 30326 


lOaalar Incgulries Aro Invited 


i-l^SAmad. 100% legai 

---- h untiwo 

ef'fiOOifi “ 

- — flONusa 

•ipmo ' 




Spera 300 h/sec.Not a toy! Has 100*3",S” steel darts (kit) cany case, instructions, t 

Pnntilar^lA ft CM Onl Vfaoniim ftl/..' C<l Oal *>> KM lAAl KA en/onni 


SiL£NT, W WERf UL, ACCURATE, HITS BULLET. Improved version ol famous AmStoii huntins;l 

blow-gun. Thrilli ng sport! Kills vwmints, pestsHDefense, Ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazingpower. 220i: ji 
ft range. Astound friends! Rugged .38 cal. precision aluminum, 2-WAY rubber ra. piece, Pierces V 2 plywood. 9? fiji. 

o—--- ,5. Compact 4ya ft. model $7,981 11, 

' "'1/500! Super BONUS BUY2B|i^i; 

- -i-1.o- -I-r ^aiv-iioo,L-auiuuiiaicu,iaiitcjiB,t.iai»y uuA \94bib riculf BUY 3 GETSAME■^cI6a^- 

jzzlefluard+1100($40 Freeft^BU Y 4 SAME-t-Guerrilla Gun+1)800 ($80 Free)! BUYS SAME+>F^E7lh §1 
^jn+l^freel^ddSllMpostajge EACH gun. Send ash, checkim^. IF BRgra_N\WHIN 18 YEARS 

VISA/Master Charge 


, ickifnofdeligbtBd.HOUSEOFWEAPONS,INCBox 794S Prwvo,Ulah 84601 j? SK^Asiclor ofTralor #720!i'f 
orders ONLY: CALL TOLL FREE NOW 24 hrs; 800-024-7888: Calif a00.852.7777:AK/Hawall 800 * 824 - 79 ia. 




GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 

Train your K 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make' your dog a Man 
Stopper Don't waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O; Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 



ing the rules that govern practical pistol 
competition. It was felt that the fewer the 
rules, the better. Naturally, there has been 
some necessary regulation, and sadly, it 
seems we have arrived at the point where 
changes need to be made. 

My concern is not about power factor¬ 
ing or holster rules, or even 9mm vs. 45 
ACP flap. What we need is a format to 
follow for all match regulations and scor¬ 
ing procedures. All too often, we see a 
rule enforced one way in one part of the 
country and another way some place else. 
The hassle over doubles and rules changes 
must be governed fairly. Once these ruling 
and scoring decisions are standardized, a 
booklet can be made available to com¬ 
petitors as well as to judges and match of¬ 
ficials in major contests. I hope we avoid 
the complex rule-book ideology common 
to other shooting disciplines — such as 
bullseye competition. 

We must bite the bullet and address the 
problem of clear-cut definitions of start¬ 
ing positions, penalties, scoring pro¬ 
cedures and match applications. 

Solving the ammunition-power-factor 
problem is really quite simple. For major 
contests — nationals, regionals and sec¬ 
tionals — factory ammo should be fur¬ 
nished as part of the entry fee. For the 
past couple of years, the boys out in 
Arkansas have provided ammo in their big 
spring match. It has not only solved the 
hassle of checking ammo, but reduced 
malfunctions to a very low number. A big 
match such as national championship 
should require no more than 200 rounds. 
Ammo can be purchased at dealer or job¬ 
ber prices to maintain economy. 

The often-heard complaint about 
“practical holsters” is common in most 
shooting circles these days. Many people 
feel that a really serious shooter will work 
from a holster that one would wear for 
daily carry. Realistically, most top com¬ 
petition shooters are gamesmen, and 
won*t change unless forced to abandon 
their competition holsters. In fairness one 
must realize most active shooters in the 
IPSC ranks consider practical pistol 
shooting as simply a way of spending their 
Saturday or Sunday afternoon. They 
neither carry a gun daily nor do they care 
to. They feel it is unfair to make them use 
a holster for realistic use when they don’t 
need one. 

At IPSC’s formation in 1976 at the Col¬ 
umbia International Combat Pistol Con¬ 
ference, its purpose was stated clearly in a 
written introduction in the second part of 
the first sentence: “So that some sort of 
organization and direction could be given 
to the SPORT of practical pistol 
shooting.” The 1980 U.S. regionals are to 
be shot this fall. The courses are to be 
semi-surprise. If it were announced that 
one match would require the contestant to 
use a concealed carry — following the 
United Kingdom rules -- then we may just 
start moving in a direction that reflects 

Continued on page 82 


80 80LDIEB OF FORTUNE 


JUNE/80 


















SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

RACK ISSU 




DftTTLESOtf 

.f < 


?^APO 


FJCOJUSIVE- 


wnonApi^wije 

mpiD Di:A>HIKmNnHT 


ifm ^ 

AJ^iC3l.AM 

FRi;nK3M 

fjrjHTrJK 


ISSUE NUMBER ONE: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Rght For Salgon/CIA 
Assassination Of Trujlllo/CoL Hoare & His Mercs In Angola. 

ISSUE NUMBER TWO: Bayo-Pawley Affair/War In Angola/Mythologies Of 
The Terrorist War/Rhodeslan Update/Special Forces Desert Training. 
ISSUE NUMBER THREE: Operation Dlablo/Angola FiashbacKs/SOF Inter- 
views A Nam Vet — FNLA Merc/Mad Dog Callan-A Merc Runs 
Amuck/Rhodesia is Ready. 

ISSUE NUMBER FOUR; George Bacon 111: A 20th Century Grusader/SOF In¬ 
terviews Gen. G. P. Walls — CIG Of The Rhodesian Army/Amerlcan Merc In 
Israel. 

ISSUE NUMBER FIVE; Ralph Thorsen: Modern Day Bounty Hunter^SOF In¬ 
terviews Sir Robert Thompson/Terror In Beirut — An Inside Look At The 
PLO. 

ISSUE NUMBER SIX: SOF Interviews Major Nich tamprecht: Rhodesian Ar¬ 
my Recruiting Officer/SOF Recon: Action In South Afrtca/ParaMedIcs In 
Guatemala. 

ISSUE NUMBER SEVEN: Betrayal In Vietnam/American Merc Destroys 
Cuban Espionage Blng/Rhodesla-'‘Castle Keep'VOperatlon Linebacker II. 
ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT; Let's Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli 
Defense Force: Ready & Waiting/South African Army Prepares For War. 
ISSUE NUMBER NINE: Africa Is Burning/A Professional Soldier Evaluates 
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PAllAMUJTAllY & WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS 

P O. BOX 94512, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60194 


PURE& 

SIMPLE 


...it’s the 
ONLY one! 


, 

PURIFIER 


E.P.A. Reg. 
No. 35917-1 


$24.95 POSTAGE PAID. (Illinois residents piease add 5% sales tax.) 

INTERBANK NO_ 

□ VISA GMASTER CHARGE CARD NO. _ EXPIRES 

SIGNATURE. 


RIFLE INSTRUCTION NOW AVAILABLE AT 
WORLD FAMOUS GUNSITE RANCH 

INSTRUCTION BY JEFF COOPER 

The American Pistol Institute, highly acclaimed for its pistolcraft instruction, is now 
conducting courses in the practical use of the rifle. These courses have been in¬ 
troduced to meet an increasing demand for training in the safe and efficient use of 
rifles by civilians, as military marksmanship continues to decline in availability and 
specialize in purpose. The high-power precision rifle, carefully used, is still a very 
practical instrument for individuals, and it appears that a great many people need 
instruction in it that is no longer available in the public schools. Gunsite students will 
learn ballistic theory, sights and sighting, positions, trigger control and progress 
through slow-fire exercises at short range to position selection, shooting sling and 
bipod, range estimation, time pressure, and moving targets. 


The most innovative company in water purification has developed the 
best purifier available—Pure & Simple. 

It’s the only one registered by the E.P.A. as a water purifier. Only water 
purifiers kill bacteria. Tested and approved by the military. Tested by 
N.A.S.A.—the Waibro chemical purifier agent will be the only one used 
on future space flights. 

No tablets (no haiizone taste!), no boiling, no fuss, no waiting. It’s the 
only one you need on patrol or when traveling abroad. Safe, sturdy, 
3V2-OZ. purifier gives you 800 lbs. of water-equivalent to 3 cups of water 
every day for a year. Pure & Simple. Agent: Triocide, a specially for¬ 
mulated anion exchange resin combined with triiodine, kills a wide varie¬ 
ty of bacteria and viruses. Just pour water thru filter into cup. 


For descriptive information, 
brochure, 1980 class schedule, 
and application, send $1.00 to 
The American Pistol Institute, 
Gunsite Ranch, P.O. Box 401-X. 
Paulden, Arizona 86334. 


reality. The one match requiring conceal¬ 
ed carry would be drawn at random. The 
remaining matches would allow the 
gamesmen to use their exotic competition 
holsters, while the lawmen could use duty 
rigs to benefit realistic training. 

If contestants know they must use a 
practical, concealed rig, they will practice 
and train with one to prepare for any 
problem. And if I am right, many will 
stick to the one holster that works for 
everything. Remember, we saw the walk- 
and-draw rigs begin to fade after the old 
South West Pistol League cocked ready- 
hand position was outlawed. 

When more realistic hand positions 
were enforced, holsters started to look 
practical. The key is not to try to favor a 
particular group or shooting style, but to 
reflect the logic of real-life encounters. 
We all know what should be, but com¬ 
petitive drive will prostitute practical 
match logic if allowed. 

A case in point occurred in the dark- 
house exercise in the 1979 U.S. IPSC Na¬ 
tionals. Many contestants solved the pro¬ 
blem with proper logic and in the spirit of 
the encounter. But the contest designer 
allowed others to make a mockery of the 
event by charging the targets and placing 
the muzzles of their pistols inches from 
them, blasting each one with a couple of 
rounds and then racing off to the next to 
repeat the same act. Such a tactic in real 
life would have been pure suicide. Contes¬ 
tants could have been penalized if they 
crossed a specified firing line to insure 
more demanding tactical fire and move¬ 
ment. Sadly, those who shot correctly and 
in a tactical manner were outmatched by 
the gamesmen who followed the pin-ball 
approach. 

Chuck Taylor shot a fantastic score in 
the proper manner, using sound tactical 
logic. His performance was right from the 
book as to how it should be done. Sadly, 
his fine, skillful technique went practically 
unnoticed as a result of the carnival at¬ 
mosphere. Match and course designers 
must consider what they are trying to do 
in order to promote practical shooting, 
IPSC shooting need not be complex or ex¬ 
otic in order to be practical. 


BED 

Continued from page 6 

ually abusing and sodomizing five 
girls In Queens, N.Y., over a four-year 
period. 

The agent was booked on charges 
of sexual abuse, possession of 
dangerous weapons, sodomy, rob¬ 
bery and endangering the welfare of a 
minor. Four of the victims were 
14-year-olds. 

According to Detective Ronald Po- 
licare of the Queens sex squad, the 
attacker forced his victims at knife¬ 
point to rooftops of buildings where 
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they were made to perform sexual 
acts. 

Another member of the sex squad 
stated, “There are about 11 other in¬ 
cidents where the same type ruse was 
used. The attacker would lure them in¬ 
to buildings by trying to steal their 
school lunch money.” 

It may be necessary to revise that 
old joke about the boys from BATF. 

O H NO, NOT 

THE SONGS ... 

An Army investigation of sexual 
harassment of women soldiers has 
been expanded to include Ft. Bragg, 
N.C., as well as Fort Meade, Md. 

One battalion commander at Ft. 
Bragg was quoted as saying: “You 
can and should control what’s in good 
taste, such as the little songs soldiers 
sing to keep cadence while marching. 
Some of those are dirty enough to 
curl your hair.” 

For what it’s worth, when I went 
through Parris Island, some of the few 
occasions when we had a chance to 
smile and relax from the pressure was 
when our hair was curled by those lit¬ 
tle songs. It would also take away one 
of the few opportunties a boot has to 
be creative. 

It .may be necessary in this day and 
time, but it’s regretable. Recruits may 
never again hear: “I know a gal from 
Kalamazoo.” 


ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 

22 AUTO NINE 


.221R High Velocity 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8y4 oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521-3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD. CA. 91606 


T hanks bate 

& SWAPO ... 

SOF’s popularity is high in some 
surprising places. 

For Instance, in the past few days 
we have received no less than three 
subscription requests from various 
branches of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms. 

As SOF readers know, we have 
been mildly critical of that agency In 
the past. 

During SOF Managing Editor Bob 
Poos’ recent trip to Zimbabwe- 
Rhodesia and Southwest Africa, he 
learned that SOF is quite popular with 
SWAPO, the Marxist guerrillas operat¬ 
ing in South West Africa, not to men¬ 
tion ZIPRA and ZANU terrorists In 
Rhodesia. In fact, during the Rhode¬ 
sian army’s long-range raid at 
Chimoio in Mozambique last year, 
booty captured by the ZR raiders in¬ 
cluded a complete, bound set of 
SOFs, from Issue No. 1 through the 
latest then out. 

Well, It’s nice to keep adding 
subscribers ... 

H umor in 

CUBA ... 

Fidel Castro and his State Security 
Police probably don’t find them ter¬ 
ribly funny at all but we thought we 
would pass along some of the acts 


STAINUSSSnaCLASSK 


limilCS.45IIUUIKVI. already heard about the 

little Detonics. 45. Since its introduction in 1974 it's become a worldwide fevorite with 
police departments and federal enforcement agencies. They appreciated all that 
accuracy and reliability packed into such a small and lightweight. 45 automatic. 

Now Detonics has introduced a new classic version of the weapon that's made 
of the best stainless steel ever—its the new Detonics .45 Combat Master Mark VI. 

Its stainless steel is chosen for hardness and toughness which translates into 
durability and corrosion resistance. And its combat adjustable sights feature a 
unique 3-dot line up for rapid target 
acquisition. 

Of course the Detonics .45 is 
still available in Matte Blue, Polished 
Blue, Satin Nickel and Hard Chrome, 
too. Check with fine handgun 
dealers and distributors throughout the world. 





DETOHKS .45 ASSOCIATES 

2500SeatUe Tower* SeatUe WA 98101 • (206) 624^9090 
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Indestructabie Nylon Band with Exclusive 

WATCHBAIMD 

*Protects your Watch* 

^Conceals Nighttime Glow* 
Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32". Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructabie and will not rot, Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band* Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure, wrist to nearest 1/4" and specify 

color. Qlive^ Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the same 
material ^as our Commando Watchband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choices. 
PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 

NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durable, Water repellent finish. Rugged, pocket wallet, 
stows I.D„ Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rot resistant, floatable, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 





Order these action products by sending yoiir check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
Phone Orders: (404) 943-9336 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 


Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented SwIvel-Chaln 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished In clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from IV 4 ” to 1” at 
connecting end. 12 ” lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 




OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114- 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN,, 14 OZ,. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


NO. 102 r 14 IN., 17 OZ., Rosewood ^ 
NO. 103 - 12 IN,, 16 OZ,. Rosewood V 


11.95 



ROUND Chain Style 

NO. 1 20 - 1 4 IN.. 15 6Z., Black 
N0.113- 12)N.. 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


Bn, 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 


$3.25 
No. 226 


$1.50 
No. 200 


80C 
No. 201 


Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 Is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed- Pro model 226 Is 1/8” 
thick, 314” & sharpened. 
High grade steel.. 


NO. 106 - 14 IN., 12 OZ.. No finish ^ m 

NO. 1 07 - 12 IN.. 11 OZ.. No finish p 4. ^O 


Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAi No. 9090 - $7.95 
SEND FOR I Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train- 
I VOlIR’Q now! '^9 manual. Extra clear multiple photo lech- 
I Tuun o Nuwi njque shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANK AM$RICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls. MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 


DOLAN’S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, Hwy 547 
Farmlngdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75c 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1.50 


that have passed for humor In Havana 
these days. 

The persons who don’t particularly 
like Castro have generally preferred 
to use an exempt vehicle to transmit 
their broadsides: like dogs, statues 
and horses. 

Dogs have been turned loose on 
the streets with various signs but the 
pick of the litter was one which 
stated; “With Bloody Batista We Ate 
But With Fidel Even The Dogs Go 
Hungry.” 

On Malecon Boulevard in Havana, 
there is a statue of revolutionary here 
Antonio Maceo. Maceo, who fought in 
the war of Cuban Independence in 
1898, is depicted as striding forward 
with a sword in hand. Some wit added 
a suitcase to his other hand and hung 
a sign around his neck: “Gone To 
Miami.” 

If that didn’t make Castro and his 
police see red the horse did. Castro’s 
nickname is “El Caballo,’ ’ or “the 
horse” in English. Another Cuban 
turned a horse loose In Havana with a 
sign around its neck, which stated: 
“Vo Tambien, Me Voyr That’s “I’m 
Leaving Too.” 


C UBAN STYLE 
RIPOFF ... 

One SOF source on events in Cuba 
and Latin America reports that Cuba 
may be diverting some of the 
reconstruction aid sent to Nicaragua. 
The story is that the aid headed for 
the port of Corinto, on the Pacific 
side, is off-loaded at sea onto Cubah 
ships, then shipped to Cuba via the 
Panama Canal. 

Cuba is also trying to pump up its 
failing economy by wringing extra 
dollars out of visitors to Cuba. Cuban 
exiles can go back into Cuba now but 
they have to purchase a Cuban 
passport to do so. That includes 
those Who are now naturalized 
American citizens. In addition, the ex¬ 
iles have to pay $425 for round-trip air 
fare from Miami to Havana with three 
nights lodging in a Havana hotel. The 
problem is that the exiles go to Cuba 
to see relatives and generally stay 
with their families. Also visitors to 
Cuba have to change their dollars to 
Cuban pesos — at the rate of 72 cen¬ 
tavos (cents) for every dollar. The 
Cuban peso is worth a maximum of 
five cents, if you can find any takers, 
according to one source in Miami. 


WOOPS! 

One of our careful readers caught 
something we didn’t in a photograph 
on page 57 of our March issue. The 
cutline for the photo supplied by 
African correspondent A! Venter iden¬ 
tified a collection of weapons as 
PpSHs, Stens and SKSs. The PPSHs 
and Stens were there but on re¬ 
examination there were no SKSs in 
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the photo. What was there, as our 
reader pointed out, was a SVD 
Dragunov sniping rifle and possibly 
Its scope can (this Is not certain as It 
Is very hard to make out). Our staff 
member who IDs weapons has been 
chastised. 



WOLF PACK SKIPPER 

Continued from page 70 

thousands and thousands of us,*’ says 
Houben. 

While the German submarine sailors 
wore distinctive uniforms, this apparently 
escaped the British army’s attention. They 
simply rounded up all German sailors, 
stood them in ranks and demanded that 
the crew of the scuttled U-boat identify 
itself, “When we didn’t, they said they’d 
just keep us there until we did. So we 
stood in ranks, all day, with no food and 
no water, and it was very hot,” remem¬ 
bers Houben. 

When the day was nearly over, the B;*it- 
ish produced the skipper of the sunken 
U-boat, and forced him to go from man 
to man, to identify his former crew. 

“When he got to me he just looked at 
me and said nothing, and never gave any 
sign he recognized me,” remembers Hou¬ 
ben. “And he went on through all the 
ranks, and never gave any of us away. 
Then the British told us that we were go¬ 
ing to stay there a long time, until the guil¬ 
ty parties came forward. By then it was 
pretty late and some of the guys had 
fainted and everyone was prety miserable. 

I thought to myself, ‘What the hell. The 
war is over. What could they do to me?* 
So I stepped forward, and my men follow¬ 
ed,’’ says Houben. 

The British army ripped off all 
Houben’s rank badges, and interrogated 
him for hours. “They put me on a big pile 
of wooden boxes, and you had to stand 
very straight and still or they would col¬ 
lapse and you’d fall down. But they never 
hit me. They wanted to know if we had 
put explosives on the U-boat, and why we 
had sunk her,” he remembers. 

After some time, Houben was turned 
over to the British navy. “The navy guys 
were very apologetic. They understood a 
little more about our feelings. In fact, 
they apologized for the army ripping off 
our rank badges,” he says. 

""I wanted to go home. 

So I m.r 

Houben was considered a troublemaker 
by the British. “So they sent me to a 
special camp for POWs that had been in 
Naval Intelligence and other hard cases. 
There wasn’t much to do there, and I 
wanted to go home. So I did,” he says. In 
broad daylight he packed his seabag with 
his few personal possessions and strolled 
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FREEZE DRIED FOOD 

The best and most varied long range home storage 
food available today. It’s not cheap, but you can’t 
put a price tag on your life. The health and 
nutritional well being of you and your 
family are paramount for effective 
defense in hard times. 

ADVANTAGES: 

• Indefinite shelf life. 

• Ease of preparation. (All 
you need is boiling water.) 

• High in nutritional value 
and flavor. 

• No preservatives. 

TRY OUR SAMPLE PAK 


12 complete meals for 
4 complete meals for 


$29 Qg l^nciude$3 


for shipment 


*9.95 


Send me more information 

(Enclose $1.00 refundable on 1st order) 
Send Certified Check or Money Order to: 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Rt. 2 Box 79A 
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 



ORDER 
ANY FOUR ... 
GET THE FIFTH ONE 

FREE! 


Edward J. Hoffschmldfs 
classic Know Your Gun series 
Is again available. Profusely 
illustrated and with original 
"Hoffschmidt exploded views, each 
^ volume provides a wealth of information 
not elsewhere available. Each shipment 
1 Include a reservation coupon for soon to 
be announced publications. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Quantity 


Item 


Know Your .45 Auto Pistols 


Know Your Walther R38 Pistols 


Know Your Walther PP & PPK Pistols 


Know Your M1 Garand Rifles 


Know Your Antitank Rifles 


X$4.95 = 


Total Quantity Ordered 

Add 50$ Shipping & Handling for ea.book ordered. 
Enclosed Is my check or money order for $ 

I wish to receive the following book free:_ 


Total 


Title 


Name 


Address 

City- 


State 


-Zip- 


Mall To: 

BLACKSMITH PUBLISHING 

P.O. Box 424 

Southport, Connecticut 06490 

© 1979 Blacksmith Corporation 
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Be Prepared! 

"LEARN TO SURVIVE’’ 
Ken Hale's "1980" 

aiALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS. 


My New Book Cafotog is Ready. . . . 

“BE A SURVIVOR." 

Only the wise and 
f strong shall survive 
/' the coming turmoil in 
/ America-Depression. 
Ji Economic Collapse, or 
X- even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF- 
DEFENSE, WEAPONS, 
LIVING IN THE WILDS, 
GUERILLA WARFARE, 
DEMOLITIONS, plus much 
more. 

If you don’t have my 
catalog yet...DON’T 
DELAY! 

It’s the BIGGEST & BEST 
in its Field. Rush $1.00 
CASH 

to: KEN HALE (l09 ) 

McDonald, ohio 44437 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE" 

I'll send it free, if you don't have 
a buck. But GET IT NOW... 



Send to- 
Name > ^ . 
Address- _ - 
City _State. 


-Zip^ 



Bill Jordan tells it like it is in his fas¬ 


cinating book about gun fighting, how 
to do it and what equipment to use. 
Informative and exciting reading. 


Special autographed copies for gifts. 

Send check or money order to: Bill Jordan 
626 Ashbourne Dr. Shreveport. La. 71106 


out the gate, nodding politely to the 
guards. They never asked him where he 
was going, and he just kept putting one 
foot in front of another. 

“It was so easy I wondered why I took 
so long to do it,“ says Houben. 

Heinz Houben never got a piece of 
paper from the German navy signifying 
his discharge. “For all I know, they might 
still be carrying me on the rolls. Maybe 
Tm an admiral and don’t know it,” he 
laughs. 

Houben came to the U.S. in 1955, be¬ 
came a U.S. citizen in 1960. He holds 
several postgraduate degrees in marine 
engineering from U.S. and European uni¬ 
versities, and is president and founder of a 
marine construction contracting firm. He 
is a millionaire several times over, and ad¬ 
mits that he would now have a hard time 
fitting through a U-boat’s hatch. 

“My U-boat days were the most ex¬ 
citing days of my life,” he says. “The men 
1 served with were the finest men I’ve ever 
known. They had something extra — they 
were quite special. You knew you could 
depend on them for anything. I’m pleased 
to say that I was once one of them.” 

Copyright © 1980 by Marvin Wolf. 

All rights reserved 


GGNS FOR GALS 

Continued from page 53 

At the time the photographs were 
taken, she had never fired any type of 
weapon. If I were a teacher, I would give 
her an A-f. She was the best student I 
have ever had when it comes to shooting a 
handgun, 

I gave her approximately one hour of 
instruction on the proper and safe handl¬ 
ing of a firearm — loading and unloading, 
proper stance, grip and trigger control. 
She was then permitted to fire 20 rounds 
of 22-caliber ammo to get the feel of a 
handgun. After that it was as though she 
had been born with a handgun and had 
been shooting one ever since. She would 
put a lot of men that I know to shame. 

I then had her fire some SWAT team 
special weapons — to prove that women 
also can handle weapons if they want, no 
matter what type. I’m sure many of you 
men out there would like to have shared a 
fox hole with someone like her during 
your tour in Vietnam. It sure would have 
been nice if the U.S. had drafted women, 
too. 

I could find only one fault with her — 
she is a “leg.” However, she is ready to 
improve herself by taking jump training. 
She also stated she may be interested in 
trading in her books for a MAC 10 or 
Ml6, in case any of you A-Team com¬ 
manders are looking for a light weapons 
person. I sure wish they had teachers like 
her when I went to school! 

—Bill Carpenter 



TRACK 

LIKE AN •. 

INDIAN! 



^ Indians did it then, 

^ Border Patrol Agents do 

it now. JACK KEARNEY has 
p found thousands with his tracking 
skill, including smugglers,‘crimi¬ 
nals, and many persons lost in the 
wilderness. Now he reveals tips 
from his 19 years of tracking that 
can make you an expert. 

TRACKING; 

A Blueprint for Learning How 
by Jack Kearney 

THE TRACKING BOOK BY AN 
UNCHALLENGED AUTHORITY 
Send check or M.O. for only 8.95 to: 

Pathways Press 4 

^ El C^jon. CA 92020 , €19 
Please include .75 mailing cdsts. 

(Calit. residents add.54 State tax) 






BLACK MEDICINE 
The Dark Art of Death 
by N. Mashlro 


This book represents the most 
thorough and intriguing discus¬ 
sion of the human body’s vital 
points ever to appear in a single 
volume. Through strikingly rea¬ 
listic photographs and detailed 
linedravYings, Mashiro illustrates 
over 150 parts of the human body 
where a minimum amount of 
force will produce a maximum 
impact on a person's ability to 
fight. The study of 
these final points is integral to all branches of the martial arts, to 
the military combat specialist, and to everyone concerned with 
self-defense . 

BM . -.....,...$9.00 


Ihf JiwE fk-rilh 

H. Hi D 


THE MAN'S 
iAHES BOND 
by Kurt Saxon 


IkifoDfKii't 


THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND 
is the undisputed leader in the 
field of books on improvised 
weaponry and do-it-yourself 
mayhem. It gives full and simple 
instructions for making tear gas. 
explosives, firearms, silencers, 
poisons, zipguns, grenades, 
knock-out drops, flame throwers 
and a wide variety of weapons. It 
also tells you how to buy most of 
the needled chemicals from your grocery and garden store 
... .-.,......$ 11.00 



HECKLER & KOCH • H & K FACTORY MANUALS 



Illustrated, 50 detailed pages covering maintenance, operation, 
cleaning, accessories, Semi-Auto, Full Auto, and Burst Fire 
functions. 

HK 91.$6.50 HK 93 . $6.50 


Catalog $1.00 • Money Orders Only • In Store or by Mail 
SURVIVAL BOOKS 

11106 Magnolia Boulevard 
North HoflyttYMd. California 91601 
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SPECIAL 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
ONLY $6.00 

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED 
Vital Info - Completely Illustrated 
PURCHASE PROCEDURES 
MUCH MUCH - MORE 
A MUST for Avid Weapons Enthusiasts 


SIJB-MACHI!VE «IJ!V 
GUIDE 

tU.K 

SEND: $6.00 CASH, CERT. CHECK, M.O. 

Includes Postage and handling 

TO: 

PERISCOPE PUBLICATIONS 
DEPT. S F 
P. O. BOX 1637 
MILWAUKEE, Wl 53201 

_ 



The Gurhka Knife was used for hunting 
as well as weaponry by the Gurhka 
tribes of the hilly regions of northern 
India. The two small knife inserts were 
used for cutting food and fruit. 

I have enclosed_ 


PLEASE SEND ME 


A_ 

_15” Gurhka Knife 

@ $12.95 

B._ 

_12” Gurhka Knife @ $ 9.95 

C._ 

_Both Sets 

@ $21.50 

Plus $1.50 shipping and handling 



Check payable to: 

K.A. RICHARDS CO., 

P.O. Box 82401, 

Tampa, Fla. 33681 

Name__ _ 

Address___. 

City___ _State ^_ Zip 


FLAK 

Continued from page 8 


no doubt in my mind or in the minds of 
many other British servicemen and civil¬ 
ians of there being communist agents ac¬ 
tive in British politics, industry and serv¬ 
ices, including the police forces of Great 
Britain, some in high places and some in 
low positions. This first came to my atten¬ 
tion when I started my career as a police 
cadet at age 17 and was evident through¬ 
out my service. 

I was one of many who resigned from 
the Force because of political policy, poor 
living conditions and very low pay (a year 
and a half ago I was earning 140 pounds 
($280) a month after taxes). I was ex¬ 
pected to live above the station in single 
men’s quarters. I must say I believe the 
dedication of the men and women of the 
British police and the high standards 
maintained while getting the job done are 
the finest in the world, bar none. 

I believe the apathy and lethargy that 
have allowed communists and other ele¬ 
ments to infiltrate great nations like 
Britain and the U.S.A. must be halted. 
Like Brian Crozier, I feel whether it’s 
domestic infiltration or agitation, foreign 
domination or pressure by communist 
agents throughout the free world, the 
situation can be handled, because there 
are plenty of men capable and willing to 
do so. Keeping an eye on our domestic 
happenings and on foreign activity is each 
free man’s god-given right. Diplomacy 
and international politics are words but 
freedom is life for me and my son’s sons 
and I mean to keep it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Andrew Smith 
P.O. Box 4174 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 


K nifeman 

THROWS QUERIES ... 

Sirs: 

I’ve been a regular, eager reader of your 
magazine from the very first issue. I think 
it’s tops. However, I’ve had to accept on 
faith the accounts and content of your ar¬ 
ticles because most of your features deal 
with adventures or exploits of men in the 
U.S. Army, Marines, the Rhodesian and 
South African armies and the French 
Foreign Legion. My realm of experience 
lies with the U.S. Navy, from which I 
retired with 30 years honorable service as 
a CPO. 

I’ve had a lifelong interest in all sorts of 
weapons but have narrowed my interest to 
handguns and knives. I not only make the 
world-famous DAN-D fighting knife, but 
I’ve been a knife user for some 48 years 
and a knife thrower for about 40 — all of 
which leads me to the point (ouch!) of this 
letter. While glancing over Tom Dunkin’s 
article about WerBell’s Cobray School 
(SOF, January ’80) my eye was caught by 
a remark made by Barney Cochran, Wer¬ 
Bell’s acting president: “It is as important 
to know when to throw a knife as to how 


Soviet 

Secrets 

Now you can access the same intelligence sub¬ 
scribed to by the Soviets as well as the Cubans, East 
Germans, Czechs, Israelis, Bi itish, CIA. FBI and other 
government intelligence agencies. 

Since October 19/^8, Intersearch, the biweekly 
newsletter of the International Terrorist Research 
Center, has kept its nearly 4,000 readers in more than 
30 countries abreast of the latest developments in 
terrorist activity around the world 

Every two weeks. Intersearch provides the latest 
data available, including: a day-by<iay summary of 
terrorist activity, a digest of terrorist-related news 
Items, reviews of pertinent magazine articles and 
research papers, articles by experts in the field of 
counter-terrorism, news about the latest terroiist 
countermeasuies and comments about the new 
books and films on the subject. 

Subscriptions to Intersearch are available on an 
annual renewable basis at S36 per year. So that you 
don't miss tht; next issue, subscribe today Clip and 
mail the coupon now 


INTERSEARCH 
P.O. Box 26804 
El Paso, Texas 79926 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $36. Start 
my one-year subscription (24 issues) to Intersearch 
with the cuirent issue 

Name 

Aadie&s 

City biale Zip 


THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKING! 



MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carelully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you've enjoyed in years. 120 pages. 36 lilustralions. 
softbound. 


Order now artd save $1.00 off the regular price of $9.95 
Ma//to SEARCH a RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose. CA 91020 


snd me_ 

}pies of Man- 
acking at the 
pecial inlro- 
jclory Price 
$7 95 each. 


Name _ 
Street _ 

City_ 

State _ 


Check Enclosed 
Master Charge 
BankAmencatd 
(Catit. residents add 
6% sales tax 
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TYPE TRP 


For Small Frame (S-SholJ 

And Msdiuin Frame i-AutcwnalKa 


To Order encloae SI4.[50 plus 
$2 00 ior atuptwng and insuri-nce to: 


TIGHTROPE 


This unorthodox alyle of carry wa$ introduced in 

J the late 1950's and has enjoyed some popularity in 
certain circles. In the times when concealment is 
more desirable than speed of draw, yet waapan 
accessability is critical, the T IGHTROPE may satisfy 
your priorities. The wea pon is presenled to the hand 
at an angle that is natural for a palm-out grip and 
withdrawal. Careful atlentipn to the details of 
engineering, combined withoualom hand finishing, 
overcomes the obvious Hmitations inherent in a 
design of this nature. 

When ordering, please designate: the weapon to 
be carried; color choice (black or tan>; for right or 
left hand draw. 


MljUIEirT smiBS niDDUm, unltd. 

P.O, Sox 1 eS9B-S0F. Allenls, Ga. 30326 


LOWER RECEIVER BLANKS 

WITH MAGAZINE WELL IN, MANUFACTURED FROM AIRCRAFT ALUMINUM ALLOY. 


LIMITED QUANTITY OFFERED 
No License Needed 
- May Be Sold To 

ANYONE. 


S49.95 ■¥ 2.00 Postage and insurance 
Catatog $2.00 + SASE (Refundable w/order). 
A full line of standard and spwcialized M-16: 
“Plus MAC-IO and MAC-11," parts also 
available. Scionics Sup¬ 
pressors available 

-— 

-7^ 



Send orders to 

J.H. Trager 

P.O. BOX 23174 
DETROIT. ML 48223 
(313) 537-8021 


to throw it (page 50).” (Bullshit, sir, sez 
I.) He goes on to state that to learn to 
throw a knife takes “one hour a day, five 
days a week, for three weeks.” Again I 
must respectfully reply, “Bullshit, sir.” 

Three to five hours a day, seven days a 
week, and every week forever, would be a 
more realistic training schedule for a per¬ 
son really and truly interested in mastering 
the sport of knife throwing, and let’s face 
it, gents, that’s really what knife throwing 
is — a sport. According to Cochran, one 
of his former comrades in Air Comman¬ 
dos “gets two or three deer each hunting 
season using a throwing knife.” Now I 
ask you serious hunters of the wily deer to 
ponder that statement a moment or two. 
It really boggles the mind. This dude must 
have to carry his balls around in a 
wheelbarrow! 

Anyone who throws his knife in combat 
is a goddamned fool! What’s he to do for 
an encore if he misses, and his last (and 
presumably only) weapon goes slithering 
off into the bush? The man does not live 
who can get “two or three deer each hunt¬ 
ing season using a throwing knife.” I 
can’t help wondering about the wisdom of 
making a man who is gullible enough to 
swallow that line acting president of a 
school which is supposed to command 
respect and credibility. 

Respectfully, 

Dan Dennehy 
Box 2F 

Del Norte, CO 81132 



POLYGON BARREL DESIGN IN¬ 
CREASES ACCURACY AND STOP¬ 
PING POWER! 


H&K’sP9SA5calACP 


A Law 
Enforcement 


Must 


• Light Weight—Less than two 
pounds {31 oz.) 

• Eight power packed .45 cal AGP rounds (7 in 
magazine—1 in bore) 

• Delayed roller-locked slide system retards recoil forces 

• Shoots faster; y 2 lb. lighter; 1 ” shorter than U.S. 

Govt. Mod. 1911 .45 ACP 

• 3y2 pound trigger pull—3 shots in under an inch 

• Barrel/slide assembly lift off 

• 4% increase in MA/ 


HECKLER & KOCH, me. 


933 N. KENMORE ST., SUITE 218 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 • (703)525-3182 


Inquiries are invited for our complete line of fully automatic weapons and counter-sniper systems. 
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Your exceptions are hereby noted. 
We*ll pass them on to Cochran and 
Cobray. — The Eds. 

y C FOR JUSTICE 

ADDRESS CHANGE ... 

Sirs: 

Thanks for running my “Traitor or 
Hero” letter on Marine PFC Robert Gar¬ 
wood in Cuss and Discuss (SOF, February 
*80). I have since returned to helicopter 
flying in support of the off-shore oil in¬ 
dustry in the Gulf of Mexico and have 
changed my mailing address to: 

VC (Veterans Commitee) 
to Assure Justice 
P.O. Box 1150 
Bandera, TX 78003 

1 am still very much involved in suppor¬ 
ting the Marine Corps systematic pursuit 
of the due-process-of-law in the Garwood 
case. 

Sincerely, 

Dale W. Hurst 
Bandera, Texas 


P STORIES 
PRAISED 


^ The NEW 
^ ^ " Incomparable 



SKIIM-»C»0 



M 

Sirs: 

I have recently been reading your ex¬ 
cellent magazine and have enjoyed it very 
much. I really enjoyed the MP in Viet¬ 
nam stories written by Nick Uhernik 
(“Toughest Beat in the World,” August 
*79, “Battle of Blood,*’ October *79, 
“Snatched from Death’s Jaws,” Decem¬ 
ber *79, “Saigon’s Deadly Streets,” May 
*80). I can readily compare my experiences 
with his. I would like to see more of these 
Vietnam MP stories in SOF. They are 
really good. 

Yours truly, 

William W. Meek 
Los Angeles, California 

We plan to use Nick Uhernik *s articles 
as long as he sends them to us. Look for 
his article on Fort Hustler in an upcoming 
SOF.^The Eds. 


Selfproteclion'Aunique 
leg-sheathed knife with a Velcro 
closure system for utmost concealabil- 
ity Instantly removed for use* Hollow 
ground knife of 440-C polished steel 
Comes with extra suede sheath with Velcro 
closure adaptable to boots, pocketbook. or 
anywhere'Knife&leg wrap 
weighs less than S'a 
ounces' Knife measures 5” 
complete with 2 sheaths . 

Order yours today! 

Phone 404-943-9336 (24 Hr lerv.) 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, LTD. 

. Box 108-L Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 


533®® 

plus $1 00 
(or postage 
MC BAC 
MO orCHECK 


VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE 




NEED NEW ID?...CREDtT? 


Start Ufa over/ Here's how: 


Chang© your name/age •Cover past 
Disappear perfectly*Beat the bill collector 
Get degrees, better jobs*'AAA credit, credit cards, too! 



YES! n CAN BE DONE! 

EDEN PRESS, INC. 

Write 15751 Brookhurst #112-D 
Westminster, CA 92683 


TYPE 

PSS 

For 

Semi-Automatics 
And Revolvers 


PRO SPEED SLIDE 

Designed for the plain cTotnesor off-duly piofes- 
sional who wears his sidearm conceialed by a 
jacket, suitcoat or sweater. The holater is molded 
to snugly accommodate the weapon that it is 
designed to carry. The leading outside edge of 
the rig is strategically reinforced fo prevent bite 
vsnag atthe crucial mortient of cteapng leeltiar, 
and to hold the holater open lo aJIow essy 
replacement of the weapon wfiil^ applying 
restraints. Due lo Ihc iibbtfeviated ccflceplofttila 
holster, we do not recommend it for weapons 
which are fitted with exaggerated front sight 
systems. When ordering, please designate; the 
weapon to be carried; color choice (black or tan); 
for right cr left hand draw. 

To order, enclose $16.50 plus $2.00 for shipping 
and insurance to: 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box t8595-SOF 
Atlanta. Oa. 30326 




REGISTER and VOTE 
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si&fLiGHT Tr^itiinc cefiier 

SPECIALISTS IN WEAPONS TRAINING 

Join the many who have Improved their shooting skills. Learn from the pros how to 
handle firearms safely and proficiently in many and varied situations. Be able to see 
and fire the newest and most efficient weapons on the mkt. today. We offer courses 
ranging from basic firearms instruction to high stress defensive combat shooting. 
Only the finest and most advanced equipment and techniques are used In our 
police anti-sniper program. Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure, send $1.00 to. 

Starlight Training Center 

P.O. Box 855, Joplin, MO 64801 

or call 

417-781-3262 


ORIGINAL 

COLTAR-15 

BAYONET 

with Colt 

Trademark and \ 
name on blade^ 


new 



$ 29 .’= 

with Sheath 


Send stamped 
self-addressed 
envelope for sales 
listings. Catalog due 
out soon. 


BROCK’S SURPLUS, INC. 

Bok 33242, D.catur, Ga. 30033 


So you iMaiM; t» be a 


Then you need this collection of 
valuable Information, advice, and 
opinion. Whe- 
j ther you are 
Jr curious or am- 
Jm bitlous, you can 
get it by sending 

HI 


Larry Loper 
P.O. Box 542 
Sugar Land, 
Texas 77478 




"Our 5th Year Serving the 
Fighting Man Around the Worid” 


miihary graphics 

Box 9671-Dept. 3 
Baltimore, Maryiand 21237 U.S.A 

Worlds Largest Selection of Military Insignia Sportswear 

Insignia Redesigned 


U.S. Special Forces 
U.S. Marine Corps Insignia 
British Commando 
U.S. Master Airborne Wings 
U.S, Senior Airborne Wings 
U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 
U.S. lOlsi Airborne 
U.S. 82nd Airborne 
U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 
Rhodesian Airborne Wings 
U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. Insignia 
Rhodesian Security Force 
British Special Air Service 
French Foreign Legion 
French Commando 


Specify Shirt Type 

T-SIFIRFfi $7.50 
A vaitable 
White, Blue, Tan, 

Gold, Green, Scarlet 


No. 

16. British Parachute Regt. 

17. British Royale Marines 

18. Waffen SS Runes 

19. SS Deaths Head 

20. Scottish-Blackwatch 

21. Viet-Nam—Airborne Wings 

22. U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 

23. 5th Special Forces Group 

24. 101st Air Assault 

25. Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

26. U.S. Army Ranger Insignia 

27. Special Forces—Special Operations 

28. British—Long Range Desert Group 

29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

30. Special Forces—Mike Force 
Color • Style • Insignia No. • Shirt Sizes, 

RING NECK - T-SHIRTS $8.50 


Style 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 


Body Color/Trim 
Ll. Green—Drk. Green 
White—Drk, Green 
White—Blue 
Gold—Black 
Lt. Blue—Drk. Blue 


Larger Facilities to serve 
No, You Belter 

31. Devils Brigade—Airborne 

32. lOth Special Forces Group 

33. Luftwaffe Eagle 

34. Rhodesian African Rifles 

35. Loval Scouts-Scottish 

36. Grenadier Guards—British 

37. Royal Scots Greys—Scottish 

38. Scottish Rifles 

39. Irish Guards—British 

40. Fallschirm-Jager—Germany 

41. L.R.R.P.—Airborne 

42. 1st Cav.—Airmobile 

43. Wild Geese—Airborne 

44. Royal Scots Fusiliers 

45. R.A.F.—Pilots Wings 
Small—Medium—Large,—X-Large 

SWEATSHIRTS $10.50 
Colors A Mailable 
White, Blue, Green, 

Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


CHECK MONEY ORDER VISA MASTER CHARGE 

•Orders outside the U.S & Canada, add 20% to prices for Air-Mail Delivery* 

•Please Allow 4-6 Weeks Delivery* 

•Credit Card Orders—Include ali Numbers on Card* 


• 8x11 in Color • 

C-1 U.S.M.C.—Force Recon 
C-2 U.S. Special Forces 
C-3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 

C-4 U.S. Airborne—Master 

C-5 U.S. Army Ranger 

C-6 Special Forces—Jungle Expert 


AWARD CERTIFICATES 
* $8.00 each 3 for $15.00 * 

C-7 Special Forces—Guerrilla Warfare 

C-8 Special Forces—Weapons Expert 

C-9 Rhodesian Security Force 

C-IO U.S. Marine Corps—Weap, Expert 

C-11 U.S. Airborne—Senior 

C'12 Special Forces—Demolition Expert 


• Space for Name/Rank/Dates * * 

C-13 Rhodesian—Parachute Regt. 

C-14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.—Weap. Expert | 
C-15 5th Special Forces Group 
C-16 U.S. Marine Corps-Rifle Expert 
C'17 U.S. Marine Corps—Pistol Expert 
C-I8 U.S. Army—H.A.L.O. 


FOR I.ARf’iER L\JiILiVJAS A VD PI 
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.OCKSMITH 1 

$49^ 

COMPLETE 

COURSE 

r 

1 

^ Ml COMTMNS. LOCK PtCKS. CM OPtmiO TOOL LOCKS. /US * KtrS A 

L COUNSe COVERS; LOCK HCSWO. W4Srf R KtriMO. Kl* mRMSSXMWO, Rf-XETWO J 

Today a trained Locksmith can just about write his own ticket. 
Lockamlth average $15.00 m Hour. Learn at home - Earn as you 
learn Fast easy course that trains you by doing All keys; locks: picks; 
car tools and special equipment supplied Zooming crime is 
everywhere, everyone is seeking greater protection. Caeh In at once, 
train at home - Earn extra $t$ right away. Send for exciting facts and 
a Ree Lesson - No obligation or Send $49:05 for complete Kit & $1.75 
shipping & handling. Visa or Master charge O.K. Send No. & Expiration 
Date. Giant catalog jam packed with latest Locksmith tools FREE with 
kit. Or send $5.00 for catalog only. For Inetant ordering cell 1-800> 
527-4353. NATIONAL LOCKSMITH SUPPLY P.O BOX 31598 
^DALLAS. TEXAS 75231 DEPT. D28 j 



NAZI-Colleciors M-43 .Sivic 
Black S-S Caps. Only SI5.00 
Postpaid. Order vour si7c 
NOW. Our 224 page fullv il¬ 
lustrated catalog only S3.(X) (free 
with order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 
W.W. »2 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 
St. Louis, MO. 63158 
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CLASSmEO 



REQUIREMENTS 50^ per word per insertion, including 
name and address ^ Minimum charge $10.00. Personals 
are 25^ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom¬ 
panied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. insertion 
will not be made without payment. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We do not fur¬ 
nish proofs. Include name and address in counting 
number of words. Post office, zip code and state, each 
counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, 
U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words. Readers of classified adver¬ 
tising are advised that SOF magazine does not have the 
ability to verify validity of every advertisement contained 
herein. Should any reader have a problem with products 
or services offered by a classified advertiser, he should 
seek assistance from his nearest Postal Inspector. 


HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF. St. Paul, MN 55175. (33) _ 

ISSHINRYU KARATE, Over 150 photos and instruction in 
the Shimabuku System. Send $3.50 for Long and Wheel¬ 
er’s authoritative Dynamics of Isshlnryu Karate Today. 
NATIONAL PAPERBACK PUBLISHERS, Box 146, Knox- 
vllle, TN 37901. (TF)_ 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOP GARROTE, single handed 
guillotine, $12.00 postpaid includes a free set of knucks. 
$1.00 + SASE for catalog. J.H. Trager, P.O. Box 23174, 
Detroit. Ml 48223. (TF> _ 

SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. World’s biggest catalog, in¬ 
cluding 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (32) 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT MEANS NO QUARTER — NO 
MERCY! Now in its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, “The Tactical Skills of Hand-to-Hand Combat 
(Self-Defense)”, teaches you how to fight to win in 
serious, real combat! The FBI, the U.S. Secret Service, 
the Navy SEALs and the CIA are just a few of the 
organizations that have received this little gem! $7 cash 
or money order payable to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL- 
DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, Phoenix, AZ 85011. fTF) 

“SPECIALTY WEAPONS”! GARROTTE! Wooden ha^n- 
dles, prepared for sure-kid grip. Hjghest-grade wire. 
“Commando black” for night operations behind lines: 
$16. YAWARA STICK WEAPON! Thong-grip prevents 
loss in fight. Illustrated instructions teach vital points, 
how to use , etc.: $8. Cash or money order payable to 
Bradley J, Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, 
Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) 

THE TACTICS OF COMBAT HANDGUN SHOOTING You 
must read this Special Report if you own a handgun for 
self-defense! Easy-reading, no frills; just FACTS to keep 
you and yours ALIVE! $10 cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7532. Phoenix. AZ 85011. (TF) 

MONEY SUPPLIED $$$$ for your military surplus Items; 
need-ball, A.P., tracer, ammunition, inert ordnance, trip, 
cluster, and parachute flares, smoke and tear gas gre¬ 
nades, individual equipment, training aids, medical sup¬ 
plies. Send your list and prices with first letter: Ord¬ 
nance Supply, 4918 Mission Avenue, Dallas, TX 75206, or 
call 1-214-823-5963. (37) 

THOMPSON SUB MACHINE GUN, now you can convert 
your 27A-1 or 27A-5 Thompson to full auto. No parts to 
buy, no machining only minor changes done In minutes. 
Cyclic rale 650 or 1200. Send $24.95 for instructions to 
H&H. P.O. Box 296, Pendleton, IN 46064. (37) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
better jobs, new life! Complete book catalog 25c. EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley. CA 92708. (32) 

JUST PUBLISHED — Catalog Reference Manual 
CRM5-1. Military surplus, survival equipment, flight gear, 
obsolete military field gear, boots, manuals, police 
equipment, rations, collector’s Items, etc. Sixty 8’/^x11 
pages, $1.00 postpaid. No-hassie service and NO JUNK 
ITEMS, Southeastern Surplus, Inc. Attn: PDO 7228-A 
Highway #85, Rlverdale, GA 30274. (33) 


REVISIONIST BOOKS! Third Reich books! Send SASE 
for our free booklists: Noontide Press (SF), P.O. Box 
1248, Torrance, CA 90505. (33)_ 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially miliary veterans, who 
are interested in preparing for the soon-coming political, 
social, economic, and military disruption of our Country. 
Write: Christian-Patriots Defense League or Citizens 
Emergency Defense System, Box 565K, Flora, IL, or call 
(618) 665-3937, day or night. ACT NOW - TIME IS 
SHORT. (32) 

OPEN LOCKED GAR DOORS! This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. $8.95 to Midcontinental 
Design, Dept. 19-6b, P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Min¬ 
neapolis. MN 55402. (34) 

CONVERT M-l CARBINE to M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. MAC M-10 
and silencer patent drawings $10.00 set. Catalog $1.00 
(refundable). CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, FL 32018. 

BORDER OPS CONSULTANTS. Cargo and personnel ex- 
pediting. Mexican and Canadian theatres our specialty, 
but can operate worldwide. P.O. Box 9733, El Paso, TX 
79987. (33)_ 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT, new/surplus, manufacturer. 
Official tiger jungle camouflage fabric in stock in cotton 
poplin & nylon duck, webbings and all related parachute 
materials. We mfg. & stock camouflage wallets, organ¬ 
izers, belts, watch bands, knife holders. Let us be your 
parachute broker & round up the equipment you need. 
International Parachute Supply, Route 13, Brookline, NH 
03033. (603) 673-5867. (33)_ 

NIGHT VISION SCOPES! First and second generation 
units available from (2) of the developers of night view¬ 
ing devices. Send $2.00 for brochures and pricing. Satel¬ 
lite Enterprises, Inc., P.O. Box 2207, St. Augustine, FL 
32084 (32) _ 

BUGGING, PHONE PHREAKING: Project Kits complete 
with ALL needed componets, easy to follow instruc¬ 
tions, much more! Send $1.00 for most fascinating 
catalogue of ’Confidential’ electronic devices available 
anywhere: T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 Jones St., No. 8816, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. (32) 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. New 
Jersey —N.Y.C, —- Philadelphia Area Only. N.P.I. is now 
accepting applications for the Instruction of qualified 
students in the basic practical skills of modern defen¬ 
sive pistoicraft. For information and application, send 
$1.00 to: Northeast Pistol Institute, P.O. Box 453, Union, 
NJ 07083. (33) __ 

FiGHTING-HUNTING KNIVES: 112 Randall variations, 
Bagwell, Crawford, D’holder, Pardue, Ruana, Wilson. List 
prices. Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 Leander, Danielson, 
CT 06239. (32)_ 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the 44 magnum 
Weight 2% lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-2). 60 
Madison Street; Geneva, NY 14456. (32) 

ESP WARFARE, hypnotism techniques. Public Rela¬ 
tions Counsel, A. John Tiger, Box A, Lucerne, CA 95458. 
(38) ___ 

THOMPSON 1928 replica submachine guns. Full size, 
solid cast, walnut stocks. Legal and safe $75.00 ppd. 
Repro-Products, P.O. Box 71, Prairie View, IL 60069. (35) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion. 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $9.00 per year. 
$12.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (39) 

HOW TO MAKE EXPLOSIVES, Incendiaries, poisons, 
silencers, grenades or Zip Guns in your own home. Send 
$3.50 (money order) for each set of plans. Information 
Exchange Ltd., Box 8009, Saskatoon Saskatchewan Can- 
ada S7K 4R7. (33)_ 

U.S. AND BRITISH MILITARY INSIGNIA, uniforms and 
equipment — including many elite units. Send tong 
SASE for list. Regimental Stores, Box 51916, Lafayette, 
LA 70505. (32) 

CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES. Licensed P.I., 25. does ultra 
low-profile work in Executive Protection. Discretion 
assured. Call (918) 234-3673. (33) 


LOCKPICKING MADE EASY — The booklet, Lockpick¬ 
ing Made Easy, was written for the beginning locksmith. 
Unlike the expensive courses, it deals only with opening 
locks. The book comes witb pick and tension tools. Send 
C.O.D. or $10.00 check or money order to Trl-Star Secur¬ 
ity, Box 17, Fabyan, CT 06245. (32) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true location secret. Details: B.M.D., 
Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY. 14212. (32) 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: More effec- 
tlve than .38 caliber pistol. Sole agency rights now 
available to foreign representatives. (Enclose S.A.S.E.) 
Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, OH 
44505, U.S.A, (35)__ 

NEW—BOOBY TRAP SURVIVAL MANUAL, of non- 
explosive types, as learned In VIet-Nam. Heavily Il¬ 
lustrated details of construction, uses'. $4.95 ppd. C.A. 
Wood, Box 206, Batavia, OH 45103. (32) 

LOCK PENETRATioN/EAVESDROPPING countermea- 

sures reports. Catalog $1, COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20014. (32) 

CONFIDENTIAL ALASKA REMAIL. 50c per prestamped 
letter. HOIE, 7800 DeBarr, No. 538, Anchorage, AK 99504 
(32) _. 

ADVENTURERS! Learn how to store fresh eggs for two 
years. Send $3.00 to: Valhalla Publications, Drawer 
600-E, Pinson, AL 35126. (34) _ 

RIOT CUFFS! Tough nylon hand cuffs. Sample & info, $1 
(USA only). Quantity discounts. Tech-Group; Box 
3125,Pasadena, CA 91103. (32)_ 

SEEKING VETERANS with marketable skills to form 
cooperative community in the Northwest. Write about 
yourself detailing interests and desires include photo 
and SASE. Coop, Box 583, Seaford, DE 19973. (32) 

A VIKING’S RELIGION — Proud of your Northern Euro- 
pean heritage? Concerned about the decline of our 
culture? If you’re into courage, liberty, individualism, 
and kinship, Odinism may be for you. Odin and Thor live! 
We have no master! A FA, Dept. SOF, 1766 East Avenue, 
Turlock. CA 95380. (33)_ 

VIETNAM VET seeks high paying short term work. 
Everything considered. Expert in small arms. Can travel. 
Contact Box 3545, St. Louis. MO 63143. (33)_ 

MAUSER SNIPER RIFLE. Build your own complete In¬ 
structions. 26 pages 8 V 2 XII $3.00 PPD E.D. Betler, 5569 
Balt Court, Fremont, CA 94538. (33) 

STfCK COMBAT Simple, but efficient techniques 
demonstrating the dse of sticks and staves as deadly 
weapons. All techniques fully illustrated with photo¬ 
graphs. Send $5.00 to Walkinshaw, P.O. Box 201, Fern 
Park, FL 32730. (32) _ 

UPDATED CATALOG FROM PALADIN PRESS! Naw & 
unusual books on home workshop guns, silencers, auto¬ 
matic firearms, knife fighting, explosives, survival, self- 
defense, unusual weapons plus much more. $1.00. 
Paladin Press. Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 80306. (36) 

GHOST-WRITER: Send notes, outlines, or manuscripts 
for articles (fiction and non-fiction) and novels for pro¬ 
fessional evaluation, advice, and revision. Hearing’s 
Suite, 526 Royal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130. (36) 

FIGHTING KNIVES for the professional adventurer and 
law enforcement officer. We stock only fighters, boot 
knives, daggers, and special purpose survival weapons. 
Bagwell, Crawford, Randall, Bone, Mueller, Lahrman, 
Llie, Genovese, Samson, De Leon, and many others in 
stock for immediate delivery. Send one dollar (refund¬ 
able) for lists. Liberty Guns, 6538 W. North Ave., 
Wauwatosa, W1 53213. (414) 258-3328. (32)_ 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVER'S LICENSE and/or Inter- 
American Driving Permit. Be prepared when opportunity 
knocks. Get yours now! Full instructions and applica¬ 
tion forms $3. Atlantic (SOF), Box 12627, Charleston, SC 
29412. (32) _ 

W.W.II BUFFS! Leaflets in German dropped by allies urg¬ 
ing surrender. Exact copies, three different with 
separate English translations for each. Six sheets 
altogether. $2.50 postpaid. Zeller Enterprises, Drawer 
W-2X, WIckenburg, AZ 85358. (32) 
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YOUR PERMIT TO HAVE AND CARRY GUNS: Guaran¬ 
teed by the constitution. Wallet size. Send $2.00. 
EKSEN, Box 14871, Las Vegas, NV 89114. (32)_ 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1^00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago, IL 60612. (36)_ 

ADVENTURE-EXPEDITIONS, balloon flights, freighter 
voyages, Island real estate and more. Brochure $2.00. 
Murphy Adventure Service, Box 1177, Kingston, NY 
12401. (33)_ 

I.D. DIRECTORY. A compiling of over 30 different 
sources for alternative Identities w/reiated bibliography. 
Send $5.00 for directory. Cardinal International, P.O. Box 
164, Dept. S, Chantilly, VA 22021, (32)_ 

ANTI BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $35.00 
complete, ready to use, Wynn Engineering Co., Suite 11, 
9745 Longpoint, Houston, TX 77055; (713) 464-6170. 
Catalog of related devices, $2.00 (37) 

A HISTORY OF THE WORLD POWER FOUNDATION. 

Block-buster story of an ultraright action group. 
Features polygamy, colonies, mind control, and private 
armies. $5.00 postpaid. Dist. by: R. Hertz, P.O. Box 3085, 
St. Paul, MN 55165 (32)_ 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN-A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the faith of ancient northern Europe. Ceremonies. 
Beliefs, History of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of Its kind. 155 pages, 9 ill.. Soft cover. $8.95. Viking 
House, P.O. Box 160, Red Wing, MN 55066. (32) 

FREE JAP WWII RELIC — An arsenal of weapons and 
captured war trophies, rifle and pistol parts, uniforms, 
helmets, bayonets, field equipment, swords, knives, 
Nazi and Japanese relics, holsters, plus a selection of 
unusual numismatic items. Illustrated catalog, only $5. 
BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic and 10% discount 
certificate with catalog. WWII Relics, Box 381-D, Cam- 
bridge, MN 55008. (33)_ 

EX-PARATROOPER/COMMANDO. Experienced In jungle 
warfare. Expert small arms, automatic weapons, covert 
operations. Will fight, instruct or advise. Travel 
anywhere, anytime. Have Passport of two different na¬ 
tionalities (legally). All worthwhile contracts followed 
through. Fee depends upon situation. Contact J. Rich¬ 
ards, P.O. Box 391, Downers Grove, IL 60515. (33) 

DEVASTATING BELT & BUCKLE DEFENSE. Illustrated 
booklet $2.00 postpaid U.S.A. Also free list. R. White, 
P.O. Box 335, Branson, MO 65616 (33) _ 

. LEARN HOW OtHERS COMPLETELY STOP, slow even 
reverse electric meters completely undetected. For In¬ 
formation purposes only. Home, farm whatever! Infor¬ 
mation $1.00 or completely illustrated book with pic¬ 
tures and complete diagrams. $9.95 postpaid to Power 
Services, Box 415SF. WatkInsvHle, GA 30677 (34) 

LOCK PICKING, bugging, burglar alarm systems defeat 
— MUCH MORE! Latest Information and professional, 
GENUINE supplies and equipment — No Rip-Offs — 
Guaranteed Satisfaction! Send $2.00 (refundable) for 
catalogue. NOW WHILE IT’S STILL LEGAL to; LA.N.D., 
l-S, 625 Post St., No. 1048, San Francisco, CA 94109. (33) 

FIREARMS SILENCER CONSTRUCTION. Illustrated 
plans and detailed Instructions, $4.50. LOCK PICKING 
ILLUSTRATED. Theory, technique, and tools, $3.50. 
Catalog $1.00. Money order or credit card only. SUR¬ 
VIVAL BOOKS, 11106 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood, 
CA 91601. (213) 763-0804. (32)__ 

GUARD DOG BUSINESS and kennel on 9700 sq. ft. M-2 
lot. Offices with living qts. and large yard. I will teach 
you the trade. Call (213) 435-7146 or P.O. Box 9366, Long 
Beach, CA 90813. (33)_ 

BE THE ENVY OF YOUR FRIENDS. Master the ancient 
art of dagger throwing. Send $2,00 for our brochure on 
expert knife throwing: Throwing Knives, P.O. Box 7373, 
Tampa, FL 33673. For only $3.00 more we’ll Include an 
expertly balanced throwing dagger. (33) 

INGRAM-MAC M10 & Mil .380,9mm, .45. Operation and 
maintenance manual. Contains 35 illustrated, detailed 
pages. Info on construction, operation, disassembty, 
cleaning, maintenance and silencer. $4.40. Catalog 
$1,00. Money order or credit card only. SURVIVAL 
BOOKS, 11106 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 
91601 (213) 763-0804. In store or by mail. (33) 

CANNOrTAND HOBBY FUSE, 3732” diameter, water- 

proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 250;. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (37) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS. Alternate'Iden-^ 

titles, name changes, etc. Law enforcement type I.D. 
cards, badges, accessories. List $1 (refundable), C.W.L., 
Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 91103. (32)_ 

SILENCERS — New! Theory and practice. How to make 
one of ordinary materials and tools. $2.95. Silence, Box 
2085, Carolina, PR 00630 (30,32) 


PRIMITIVE SURVIVAL RENDEVOUS. Come to the 3rd an¬ 
nual rendevous sponsored by Woodsmoke Journal. 
Workshops In primitive skills. June 17-21. Send Stamped 
SAE for details to; Woodsmoke Journal, P.O. Box 15754 
F, Colorado Springs, CO 80935._ 

FREE DETAILS. Deadly fighting skills, powerful 
muscles, mind-body power secrets. Freelife, Box 1124, 
Garden Grove, CA 92842. (34) 

WOODSMOKE JOURNAL of primitive living and survival. 
A quarterly publication written by experts in the field. 
Survival primitive style. Send $1.00 or sample issue. 
$6.00 per 6 Issues. P.O. Box 1574 F, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80935.__ 

COURIER WILL GO ANYWHERE. Passport available. R. 
Perkins, 456 Hampshire Dr., Nashua. NH 03060. (603) 
882-6609._ 

EX-GREEN BERET and Ex-Marine desire contract as 
field team. Prefer Middle East but will consider other 
areas. Have passports,. Vietnam veterans '65 thru ’68. 
Some mere work In Rhodesia, U.S. agencies’ permitted. 
No Communist based groups need apply. Absolutely on¬ 
ly serious Inquiries will be responded to. All replies held 
In confidence. Foreign replies especially desired. Also 
send financial terms and type contract desired. Avail¬ 
able after 6/15/80. PX., 3631 KutzTown Rd., Reading, PA 
19605, U.S.A._ 

COMBAT LEADERS FIELD GUIDE. Eighth edition, 254 
pages, $5.95. $1.00 for catalog. Sepoy, P.O. Box 964, Col¬ 
umbus, GA 31904, 

EX-ARMY STAFF SGT/LAWMAN, Viet vet, parachutist, 
wishes high paying Job. Some exp. with explosives and 
artillery. Write Mac T., 930 Marlin Dr., Vista, CA 92083. 

WILL GO ANYWHERE IN U.S., do anything. P.O. Box 
41051, 3319 N. Cicero Ave., Chicago, IL 60641. 

MERC IN HAWAII seeks others here with same Interest. 
Seek serious offers of employment. Am good, am smart, 
am In shape. Know many types firearms, .etc. 12 years 
Shotokan karate. Parachute, rock climber & moun¬ 
taineer. Desert, jungle, snow, woodcraft. Missing per¬ 
sons and covert ops. Write: Haserot, P.O. Box 5401, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740._ 

MAILDROP, mall forwarding, confidenclal. Code names 
OK, foreign OK. SASE. Box 521, Grangeville, ID 83530. 
^3)___ 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
beliefs, history of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind. 155 pages, 9 Illustrations, soft cover. 
$8.95. Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041 
(34) _ 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS. We have located a source for 
these much sought after Jackets. Available in U.S. leaf 
camo, U.S. tiger stripe camo, O.D., tan & blue. Only 
$38.00 plus $2.00 postage. Sizes S-XL Orders accepted 
until May 30, shipment approximately 30 days later. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

LAW ENFORCEMENT doesn’t pay. Former Calif, police 
officer’s skills fpr sale: Educated, cosmopolitan. 
Overt/covert, short-term, one-man operations only. You 
choose method of contact. I'm expensive, but I’m good. 
Becker, P.O. Box 393, Morro Bay, CA 93442. 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAMO FATIGUES. These are the 
new pattern: 2 pocket shirt; 4 pocket pants. Each only 
$18.00 or $35.00 set, order S,M,L,XL shirt, 28-42 pants. 
Orders accepted until May 30th, shipment will be ap¬ 
proximately 30 days later. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 

“SURVIVAL FOOD” Pemmlcan, jerky. Venison or beef. 
Delicious, energizing. Carry anywhere, no refrigeration 
needed. Instructions, $3.00. Fields, R. #1, Adamsville, TN 
38310. 

DEFEND YOURSELF — Original hand to hand combat 
manual used by Marine Special Forces. $10.00 cash or 
money order. L.P.O.E., Dept. 3, 5737 S. Damen, Chicago, 
IL 60636. 

“MOONSHINE WHISKY” Old mountain recipe for mak¬ 
ing and aging. $3.00. Fields, R #1, Adamsville, TN 38310. 

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY! Earn $30 hourly training 
dogs! Attack, protection, obedience. Free Information. 
Write Dogs, 420 N. Dodge, Wichita, KA 67203. 

“SHOOTERS” Make, sell collapseabie, tri-pod target 
stands, 21”x48” high. Material cost less than $1.00. il¬ 
lustrated instructions, $3,00. Fields, R #1, Adamsville, 
TN 38310. _ 

OD COMBAT LANYARDS, shoulder type $3.00, wrist lan- 
yard tor sleeping $2.50, P.O. Box 322, Ash Flat, AR 72513. 
72513. _ 

TOMAHAWKS: Silent, deadlier than a knife. How to 
throw. How to make or buy. Clubs to join. Trick throws. 
Games to play. How to win money. $3.00. Colonel Dan, 
2505 Academy Ave., Holmes, PA 19043. 


THE PARALYZER. You cannot buy a safer, stronger, 
more effective tear gas or chemical device. Pocket unit 
$4.45. Police unit $6.45 plus 50<l! postage. Send to: 
Klllzone, Box 513, Warrensburg. MO 64093._ 

HELICOPTERS, airplanes or helicopter company 
available, for almost anything domestic or foreign (ex¬ 
cept anti-American activities). Send proposal or re¬ 
quirements to: Helicopters, 1907 Stone Mill Dr„ Salem, 
VA 24153. Confidential!_ 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS: Clothing, footwear, knives, 
etc. Canadian, American and foreign. Free lists. Surplus, 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 661, Brockville, Ontario, Canada. (37) 

RIGHT-WING NEWSPAPERS — Send dollar bill only for 
comprehensive Hat. Grim Reaper, Box 159, Worth, IL 
60482.__ 

ORIGINAL VIETNAM FORMS. Instructor’s Diploma or 
Certificate of Training, $2.00 each. Cross of Gallantry or- 
Campaign Medal Certificate of Decoration, $3.00 each, 
both $5.00. ARVN driver license or installation Identifica¬ 
tion card, $1.00 each. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. 
Louis. MO 63135.__ 

RARE VIETNAM HELICOPTER COMBAT SLIDES, 35mm, 
color, lots of air to ground action. Photographed during 
the TET Offensive of ’68. $1 each or full set of 55 for 
$50.00. Sgt. Rod Hlnsch,.412 “A” St., Davis, CA 95616. 

SURVIVAL FOOD: Make your own at home. Indoor jerky, 
outdoor jerky, Indian pemmlcan. $4.95 for all three 
recipes, to: SURVIVAL, P.O. Box 154, Bartlett. IL 60103. 
Not available to Illinois residents by mail. (33) 

MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT, Gerber knives, combat 
martial arts books: For catalog send $1.00 to WKI Martial 
Arts Supply, 529 So. Clewell St., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. 
(215) 885-0154. 

NOMENCLATURE/DATA SHEETS of over 1,000 wea¬ 
pons, attachments, systems, vehicles, armor, missiles, 
communications, radar, optics, explosives, survival, 
boobytraps, demolition methods, and many more. 
Everything from exploding pens to portable nukes; sur¬ 
vival boats to tanks; rope rigging to blowing bridges. 
Everything you want to know. Each item or subject only 
$2 each. BB Enterprises, P.O. Box 426, Mt. Pleasant, SC 
29464. Start your library now. 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops up to M16, M14, AK-47. 
Priced $70.00 up. Send SASE to CWS Enterprises, Dept. 
M, 3824-Kidd Dr., Honolulu, HI 96818._ 

GOLD PROSPECTING! A man’s work — with man sized 
rewards. Detailed Information; covers techniques and 
equipment, filing claims, more. $3.50 D. Forbes, Dept. A, 
P.O. Box 1748, Santa Monica, CA 90406. 

SONIC ALARM SYSTEM. Motion sensitive. Totally por¬ 
table. $54.95. Send to CWS Enterprises, Dept. GE, 3824 
Kidd Dr., Honolulu, HI 98818._ 

FULL AUTO: Illustrated catalog of hard to find parts and 
accessories for, Thompson, M14, MIA, Ml Garand, Ml 
carbine, and more don’t wait! Send $5.00 cash to P.O. 
Box 207, Circlevllle, NY 10919._ 

CARD PLAYERS •— tired of losing? Learn from a profes¬ 
sional mechanic. 25 years exp. You Will Win! Other info 
Included. Send $2.00. MAS, P.O. Box 8974, Balto, MD 
21222, 

IMPORTED PAKISTAN LOCKBLADE. Opens to full 9” of 
cutting power. Send $7.95 to CWS Enterprises, Dept. 
PDL, 3824 Kidd Dr., Honolulu, HI 96818. 

STEEL GRAPPLING HOOKS. Assault — Recon — Prac- 
tice climbing buildings or mountains — repeling. Flat 
black finish. $22.00 each plus $1.00 shipping. AWARDS, 
P.O, Box 508, Tonganoxle, KS 66086, 

WANTED: M31 practice rifle grenade, RGP-5 hand- 
grenade, souvenirs and foreign. Sylvester Kollaja, 716 
Merchant, El Campe, TX 77437. 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price lists, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 
Ohio 44030. (42) 

SURVIVAL CHECK LIST — What you need! Easy, Inex- 
pensive because you have most of It already. Food for 
week, everything else last indefinitely. $2.00, FD Produc¬ 
tions, No. 101, 3416 Main, Dallas, TX 75226. 

SS CAMPAIGN BOOK just translated and republished. 
Orig. printed for members of SS Totenkopf Division and 
German public by SS Head Administration Office in 
1942. NOT postwar compilation but an actual SS publica¬ 
tion — German text replaced with English in similar 
typeface. Many pictures (90-i-) with action commentary 
plus new intro, and bibliography; 130pp, hardbound. 
$10.50, postpaid. Descriptive leaflet available. Order 
from: Hunt Publishina. Box 443, Madison, Wt 53701. 

HOMEMADE SUBMACHINE GUN PLANS. Designed to 
be constructed In home workshop at low cost $4.95. 
Silencer construction plans .22 to 30/06 $4.95 Ml to full 
auto M2 plans $4.95. Colt .45 ACP pistol to full auto 
plans, $4.95. North, P.O. Box 1416, Scranton, PA 18501. 

TOP BRED GERMAN SHEPHERDS 10 to 18 months old, 
ready for training. Solid black. No other markings. Sold 
to individuals only. No professional kennel. Write J. 
Quessenberry Jr., Rt. 2, Box 46, Cherry Valley, AR 72324. 
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EX-NAM VET. Two tours, small arms, Airborne, karate. 
Have passport. You pay expense & transportation. Write 
T. Palmer, 1509 North 3rd, Ark City, KS 67005. 

SPECIAL MAPS! Big maps of any place; Tehran streets 
“ Togo -- Moscow — ANY PLACE! Or small, conve¬ 
nient crisis map kits. Free Information! MESA, Drawer 
9045-FX, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

MAXIM SILENCER REBUILD KIT. .22 cal., contains 
17battles, front cap and rear bushing, ali parts except 
the casing (tube), $50.00; D.A.Q., Box 50269, Cicero, IL 
60650. 


“REAL GOVERNMENT SURPLUS” — Both sources, 
$1.00. “Real Surplus Lands” — All 6 sources, $1.00. 
MESA, Drawer 9045-FZ, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer- 
tillzer. Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions 
$2.25. DeFost, 925 Bradshaw, Prince Albert, Sask., 
Canada. S6V 2P3. 


CONVERSION KIT! MIA to M14 with selective fire. 
Package includes all blueprints and parts needed for 
total conversion. $125.00 for complete kit or $15.00 for 
prints to! N&P Inc., P.O. Box 02122, Cleveland, OH 
44102. 


T.I.A. (The Investigation Agency). Lincensed, bonded, in¬ 
sured. discreet, low profile problem solvers, negotiators 
under stress, research, recovery of lost children, kidnap 
recovery, agribusiness specialists, courier, personal and 
property protectors. The INVESTIGATORS’ INVESTI¬ 
GATORS, P.O. Box 4085, Clearwater, FL 33518. (813) 
442-1436. 


MILITARY MEDALS FOR SALE: United States. Nazi, 
European, Oriental. Large illustrated catalogue $2.00. 
Reuben E. Jenkins, P.O. Box 2064, Columbus, GA 31902. 

UZI SUBMACHINE GUN. Israel Military Industries, 
manufacturer of the UZI SMG, will export a new. opera¬ 
tional semi-automatic only version of this weapon to the 
USA In mid-1980. A comprehensive illustrated report 
describing this new UZI and the original SMG is now 
available. Also included: photographs and data on the In¬ 
gram M10/11 semi-auto pistols; Ingram parts and ac¬ 
cessories Including the Infamous Operational Briefcase; 
sources for all SIONICS suppressor parts; information 
on drop-in auto sears which covert AR15s to Ml6s 
without any machining. $4. George Liu, 2000 Center 
Street, Room 100, Berkeley, CA 94704. 

GERBER MKI with boot/belt sheath retail $42. Sale $37. 
CASE BOOT HUNTER, 41 / 2 " blade, laminated pakawood 
handle, leather boot/belt sheath, gift boxed retail $40. 
Sale $32. Texas Wildcat boot knife (Gerber MKI copy) 
with boot/belt sheath sale $19. A.G. RUSSELL STING 
retail $50. Sale $40. STING 1A retail $40. Sate $34. STING 
il retail $60. Sale $49. All Stings come with leather 
boot/beit clip sheaths. NINJA knife retail $45. Sale $36. 
MORAY (has double edge) Retail $57. Sale $45. Both 
come with belt sheath and shoulder harness. Double 
edge belt buckle knife, brown belt, state size sale $13. 
Add 50$ per knife shipping. Aluminum knucks 12 pair 
$33.25 pair $55. Fifty pair $100. We carry complete line 
of knives and personal protection aids. Illustrated 
catalog $1. To: PHMA, P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 
44144. 

CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. Most of 
you know me and my Kill Or Be Killed training programs 
in special combatives to be the finest programs of their 
kind availabe. I am presently seeking and selecting in¬ 
structor trainees for Special Combatant hand-to-hand 
and self-defense training prorgrams. No experience 
necessary to eventually operate your own branch 
school. If you are between the ages of 21-40 and at an oc¬ 
cupational dead-end, due to be discharged from the 
military soon, or don’t know what road to take, and in 
good physical and mental condition, opportunities are 
"knocking at your door.” For detailed information, send 
$10.00, non-refundable to Charles Hoffman, Dept. CTP, 
64 Main St., Tuekahoe, NY. This may be the wisest 
$10.00 you have ever invested. 

URGENT! ‘ARFACT (Armed Resistance Forces Against 
Communist Threat) needs interested persons every¬ 
where to organize and command small fighting units for 
combat and sabotage operations against conventional 
Soviet forces in the eminent event of invasion of the U.S. 
operational units must be established in every city. 
Anyone interested in organizing and commanding an 
‘ARFACT unit must register $5.00 immediately, iden¬ 
tification and operational/organiational instructions will 
be supplied. Contact: ‘ARFACT, Box 521, Moulton, AL 
35650. No experience necessary. 

BOMB IRAN T-SHIRT. Yellow American eagle & Bomb 
Iran! On 100% cotton black T-shirt. S,M,L,XL. $6.50 
postpaid. Charlie Izard, 2710 Greenbriar, Dickinson, TX 
77539. 

SURVIVAL and EVASION KITS. Many to choose from. 
Send $1.00 for complete information. F.G. Hareland, 
11032 Memory Park, Mission Hills, CA 91345. 

DETECT TELEPHONE BUGGING — (1) Brand new dektor 
digital telephone analyzer (Model DTA) featuring state of 
the art electronics for detecting automatically any 
eavesdropping modification of the telephone — 25% 
discount. Analyzer, P.O. Box 264, Capitola, CA 95010. 


INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD of Mercenaries in¬ 
vite you to join us now! Are you seeking a life of adven¬ 
ture? Register with other brothers of adventure world¬ 
wide. For free information and application form, send 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: I.B.O.M., P.O. Box 
5-f, Richboro, PA 18954. (34)_ 

GERBER KNIVES MKI, $33.50, MK II, $40, MK II w/stl, 
$51. Catalog $1.00. Krieger, Box 79SF, New Milford, NJ 
07645. (33)_ 

MERCENARY: Looking for mercenary or similar type 
work. Just about anything, anywhere. Send description 
and amount you will consider to pay. Box 9061, San An- 
tonio, TX 78204. _ 

REMAIL SERVICE — Confidential — Forward, Receive, 
hold. One dollar per transaction plus postage. Honolulu 
postmark. Michael Associates, Box 1157, Paia, HI 96779. 
(33)_ 

WANTED — Merc work or any type work, licensed pilot, 
scuba diver, parachutists, weapons trained. Ex-peace of¬ 
ficer, veteran. William Grady, 1706 Seneca St., Buffalo. 
NY 14210.___ 

FEAR NO PAIN OR INJURY! Learn G-Jo, first aid of the 
Samurai. New in America. 115 secret pressure points, 
easily mastered, takes only minutes to learn with our 
program. So effective G-Jo stops even severe pain, 
bleeding immediately. Be up and fully functioning within 
moments of injury. Also promptly relieves headaches, in¬ 
digestion, burns, stings, backaches, etc. A vital skill for 
survivalists and others far from doctors, drugs. Hun¬ 
dreds of testimonials — G-Jo really works! Complete 
program (illustrated handbook, cassette tape, newslet¬ 
ter, wallchart): $22.00. Handbook alone: $10.50. Full 30 
day guarantee, Q-Jo, Box 8060-Z, Hollywood, FL 33024. 

m _L. 

SURVIVAL SPECIALISTS: A self-sufficient family retreat 
community, white only, C,B,R, safe, security screening, 
multi-level participation, Germanic Swiss traditions 
maintained; details $10; 909 E. 3rd Ave., Post Falls, ID 
83854. (208) 772Ki637. 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREEL of the great battles, rare 
pre-war films, allied documentaries and features on 
Supers sound film and video cassettes. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (36)_ 

SURVIVAL BATTERY. Easily and cheaply made at home. 
Plans $9.95. Image Development Co., Dept. SF, Box 
1313, Pittsburg, KS 66762._ 

COMPLETE LISTING of worldwide mailing addresses of 
extreme right-wing, underground, subversive, Nazi, and 
KKK groups. $1.00. Include self-ad dressed stamped 
envelope. COVERT, 3172 Ygnacio Valley Station, Walnut 
Creek. CA 94598._ 

YOUR SKIN-000 INSTANTLY AVAILABLE! Comfortable 
SKIN-DOO sheath hangs from neck. Invisible under 
shirt, no snaps or velcro. Just grab it! $12 postpaid. 
Craig. 4014 Fillmore #3, El Paso, TX 79930. 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON: Buy direct from the largest Harley- 
Davidson dealer in the world. Pins, patches, t-shirts, 
parts, motorcycles. Big discount on larger orders! We 
can ship anywhere. Lake Shore Harley-David son, 1424 
Belvidere, Waukegan. IL 60085, U.S.A. (312) 623-2114. 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. Including a free copy of a 
photo booklet “Vietnam photos." $2.00 postpaid. World 
War 11 catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, Rd No. 1, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (43) 

PARA-CHUTE EQUIP-MENT. Cargo drops, personnel 
drops. Automatic opening devices. Flotation equipment. 
Surplus and new manufacture, recovery systems ex¬ 
perts. Will train for staticline jumps and freefall. SKY 
SUPPLIES, INC., Route 1, Box 894A, DeLand, FL 32720. 

RHODESIA: Flag patches, $4.00. Greys Scouts: Selous 
Scouts (cap badges), $10.00. Rhodesian honorary citizen 
certificate, $6.00. Terrorist reward poster copies, 75$. 
Police cap badges: Botswana, $5.6o, Kenya, Zambia, 
$4.00. Pakistan cap badges: Khyber Rifles, South 
Waziristhan Scouts, Military Police ($3.50). Study them 
now & get ready for the draft. List 50$. SELOUS: Box 
1153, Hayden Lake, ID 83835. (34) 

CAMOUFLAGE JOGGING SHORTS. U.S. Leaf Pattern, 
100% cotton shorts, sizes small-large. Orders accepted 
until June 30,1980. Last chance this season! $7.00 ppd. 
A'.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Allow 4-5 
weeks. 

SENTRY INTELLIGENCE AGENCY NEWSLETTER, for 
freedom fighters: current events, documents interna¬ 
tional conspiracy. $35 annually, $3 sample copy: SIA 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 18028, Austin, TX 78760 (SOF) 

SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current issue with flash & 
crest. Send size. $15.50 ppd. to: A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, 
Denver CO 80221. 


COMBAT MEDICS HANDBOOK: A practical Guide. By 
Brent Kunzier, Sgl. SF. Send $5.95 to P.O. Box 762, 
Brawley, CA 92227. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 


U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE BERETS. Finally 
available. This beret matches your camo fatigues 
perfectly. See what SOF has said about it in the April 
issue. Send size, $15.00 ppd. To: A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 

HOLLOW BELT BUCKLE, chrome plated steel, 5V4-inch 
space for valuables, ammo, hide-out gear. 3%x2Vfe inch¬ 
es. $5.95 to BUCKLE, 448 11th E, Prince Albert, Sask., 
CANADA. _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BERETS. We carry both in¬ 
fantry (green) and paratrooper (Maroon) with insignia for 
only $23.00 ppd. Send size to: A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606. 
Denver, CO 80221. 

MINI.14 SURVIVAL REPORT, explains how-to make It a 
Superior Defensive Weapon. Only $1. Rainier, Dept. 2S, 
2420 1st Ave., No. 12, Seattle, WA 98121. (34) 

BERETS, BERETS, BERETS, We still are the largest 
supller of U.S. and foreign berets In the world. Send 50$ 
for our list! A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

WHOLESALE BUYING SERVICE. Guns and other 
weapons Including fully automatics — Send $2.00 
(refundable). Allen’s Gun Room, Box 36, Jamestown, TN 
38556. (37) _ 

“FIGHT BACK” buttons, bumper stickers and T-shirts. 
Slogan superimposed over Ml6 silhouette. Red lettering 
on gray background. Also “IRAN SUCKS,” “NUKE THE 
KREMLIN,” and “ARM THE PEOPLE." Buttons and 
stickers, $2.25, shirts $7.00, all postpaid. Send checks 
and money orders only to Lian-Artz, P.O. Box 3776, Lor- 
ing Station, Minneapolis, MN 55403. Specify item, quan¬ 
tity, and/or shirt size. Guaranteed. Send S.A.S.E. for com¬ 
plete price list. Allow four weeks for delivery. 

RUVEL & CO. U.S. Government Surplus. New G.f. M65 
Army field jackets, S,M.L,XL, $41.25 ea.; New M65 liners, 
$15.75; 48" Paratroop dropcase, $11.00; New G.l. .45 auto 
hip holster, $14.50; New G.l. pistol belts, $9.50; G.l. 2 V 4 ” 
gun-cleaning patches, 200/$1.50; Carbine 30-rd. mags, 
$4.25, chrome $6.10; Two 15-rd. mags & pouch, $3.55; 
15-rd. mags. $1.50, chrome $3.25; 4-rd. Hunting mags. 
$2.85; Ml Carbine stock, $8.50; Handguard, $4.00; Sling 
& oiler, $2.35; M5 Garand bayonet w/sheath, $18.95; 
Garand stocks, $10.00; 1917 Enfield stocks, $9.50; hand- 
guards, $5.00 pr.; Springfield bolts complete, $6.50; low- 
scope bent bolt bodies, $5.50; G.l. Springfield straight ri¬ 
fle walnut stocks for 1903 or 1903A3, $20.00; Ml4 stocks, 
$12.50; M14 20-rd. mags, $7.50; M14 amrho pouch, $2.00; 
M14 cleaning tool set, $7.50; New web slings for Garand, 
Springfield, $1.75; New G.l. 10 pocket cartridge bells, 
$9.95; Carbine trigger housing stripped M-1, $12.00, M-2, 
$15.00; Gvt. type .45 shoulder holster, $8.75; M1911 .45 
auto mags, $4.95; AR15 20-rd. mags, $4,00; AR15 30-rd. 
mags, $5.75 each, 7 or more $5.00 ea.; AR15 M7 bayonet 
with sheath, $17.95; M7 Imperial Manufacturer, $22.50; 
M7 Colt Manufacturer, $40.00; AR15 nylon 20-rd. ammo 
pouch, $5.00; 30-rd. pouch, $6.95. Complete listings 
found in our 1980 Surplus Army-Navy Store, 64 page 
catalog. Send $1.00 (free with $5.00 order). All items very 
good unless otherwise stated. Prices, plus postage. Il¬ 
linois residents add 6% tax. (312) 248-1922. Ruvel & Co., 
Dept. SF, 3037 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 60657. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., 
New York 10022, Dept. 35. 

FIVE WAYS TO SECURE your residence against un¬ 
authorized entry. Fully illustrated booklet. $3.00 to 
Techniques, 11108 NW 28th Ct., Vancouver. WA 98665. 

PROBLEMS? if you have unanswered questions about 
explosives, tactics, bagwork, routes, chemicals, 
devices, surveillance systems, ballistics, arms, security, 
affairs or any “active" or paramilitary situation, we have 
SOLUTIONS. Prompt, reliable, low-fee answers to ANY 
question. “OUR Knowledge Is YOUR Power.” Query; 
DATABANK, P.O. Box 9107, San Rafael, CA 94902. (33) 

CONTROL YOUR ADVERSARY. Over 200 step-by-step 
photos of police defensive tactics. Learn from black belt 
police officer (15 yrs. exp.) methods of psychological 
and physiological combat. Send $5.95 to: Defensive Tac¬ 
tics, 2815 NE 64th, Portland, OR 97213. 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven 
secrets .. .track them down yourself .. .cheaply, 
easily!!! Money back guarantee.. .$4.99.. .postpaid. .. 
Survivai, 163Y8, Wamego, KS 66547, 

BOOT KNIFE with 5” stainless blade and boot/belt 
sheath $30; Smoky mountain toothpick with 5" blade 
and belt sheath, $25; S&W survival knife with hollow han¬ 
dle, $49; Fred's Knife Works, 1227 Baxley, Longview, TX 
75604._ 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL BOOK — straightforward, 
detailed Information plus essential instructions will pro- 
tect'your family during thermonuclear holocaust!!! You 
can’t afford to wait.. .Moneyback guarantee.. .$6.99 
.. .postpaid. Survival, 163-F6, Wamego, KS 66547. 
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BRASS KNUCKLES — just like the ones you lost way 
back when.. .but these are aluminum. Why carry the ex¬ 
tra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta, Ga. 30326._ 

ANTI-RAPISTS/MUGGERS Volcano Impact-gun that de¬ 
fies bullet-proof vests. $20. with 10 projectiles. Barrett’s, 
3981 Saxon, Bx., NY 10463. 

SILENT-LIKE A WISPER ON THE WIND — The blow- 
gun... an exotic weapon from the past for the adven¬ 
turer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O, Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

ATTENTION: KERSHAW TROOPER bootknIves finally 
avalablel.Without question, the FINEST precision-made 
factory-custom anywhere w/sculpture-like workmanship. 
Complete w/hardside presentation case & bootclip 
sheath. $75.00 + $3.30 shipping while-they-last! VIC- 
TORINOX. CHAMPION; Dollar for dollar, ounce for 
ounce, the most complete & compact survival instru¬ 
ment in the world. 24 tools packed into at 5.5 
ounces. 100% rustproof. $31.95. CAMILLUS Air Force 
Pilot’s (Parkerized) Survival Knife $11.95. GENUINE KA- 
BAR U6MC (Beware of FAKES!) $22.95. RUSSELL 
STING-1A in stunning Black-Chrome $44.95. 
WESTERN’S huge V44 replica $43.50. (ADD; 15% ship¬ 
ping.) VOLUME 4A photo-illustrated CATALOG of Sur¬ 
vival Knives. $3,00 Alrr^alled. Everything from 
Balisong’s, bayonets, bootknives, commando’s, 
combat’s daggers, hideouts, hollow-handles, alumina 
ceramics, molybdenum disulfide, to dicyclohexylam- 
monium nitrite. Save up to 35% off list prices & take ad¬ 
vantage NOW of our monthly SOF specials & premium 
giveaways. Satisfaction Guaranteed. SELECTLINE, Box 
391SF, P.C., Hawaii 96782. _ 

NINJA I- wear the ancient oriental caligraphy symbol 
for the lengendary band of warriors and assassins on a 
circular silver metal pendant. Comes complete with 
chain. Send $7.50 plus $1,00 for mailing to; Ninja, F^.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

SELECTLINE CATALOG HOLDERS; Volume 5 supple- 
ments now available! Many new items Including Gerber 
Survivals & Lockbacks, Wilkinson R.A.F. & 
Commando’s, Western V44 & USMC replica's, Norton 
Abrasives, & more. Send 50c stamps for your FREE pac¬ 
ket. SPECIAL: “AES” #S1-18 now $23.75 postpaid! Pur¬ 
chase $49.00 or more & get one CERAMIC STICK free! 
Both offers expire: 7-15-80, Attach this AD to your Order 
Form. 

COBRAY CONNOISSEURS By special permission we 
have had the infamous Cobray trademark inset into the 
handle of the small Swiss Army Knife (pen blade, nail 
file, scissors, tweezers, and toothpick). The originals 
were made under contract to Military Armament Corp, 
and were presented to major weapons purchasers; these 
are current model reproductions of the originals; Limited 
quantities are available. $20.00 each or 3/$50.00 to: ASP, 
P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

ORDER OF GUARDIANS OF THE GOLDEN RULE. Adap- 
tation of medieval crusader order philosophy to modern 
conditions. Charter membership now available. Com¬ 
munal non-demoninational religious concept secures 
first amendment protection and great tax advantages. 
Write Provisional Captain O.G.G.R., P.O. Box 21364, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33742 

ADVENTURERS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leathergoods, holsters, survival aids, knives 
and ninja equipment, MAC/COBRAY/SIONICS goods for 
your profession or hobby. Send $2.00 cash (refundable) 
to; ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

GODZILLA’S DENTAL FLOSS — could be. But It's better 
used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 36” of 
steel cable, guaranteed to turn heads around. $10.00 
each or 3/$25.00 from: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, Ga. 
30326. 

STATE GUN LAWS — Specify State, $1.95. Federal Gun 
Law — The rare Indexed edition, $2.95. Illustrated Gun 
Dealer Trainer — 8 part third edition — $4.95. All three 
manuals ONLY $8.00 ppd. MESA, Drawer 9045-F5, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

S.W.A.T. CASES — For MAC 10 SMG and/or SAP, O.D. 
Three section soft case tactically constructed with 
Velcro to hold the M-10, Suppressor, 3-30 round mag¬ 
azines, loading tool, cleaning rod, professional size tear 
gas cannister, operation manual, etc. Strap-handle loops 
over head and allows case to hang from neck providing 
bullet proof shield from chest to thigh. Case, without 
bullet proof material, $65.00; 3 Kevlar (bullet proof) Insert 
pads, $85.00 from: Armament Systems Products, Unltd., 
P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

BECOME PART-TIME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal 
Firearms License,” samples, Illustrations (New Edition) 
$1.95. “Gun Dealer’s Directory of Wholesalers” 3 vital 
directories in one — $1.95. “Selected Federal Firearms 
Laws” Top authorities answer most asked questions, 
$1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS — ONLY $4.95! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FM, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 


POLICE OFFIER GUIDE, 174 page patrol handbook be¬ 
ing used by police: $6.95 each. M^P.P., Box 1235, 
Newburgh, NY 12550.___ 

“UNDERGROUND STORAGE — of Valuables!” Best 
methods, plus plans $1.95. “PLASTIC PIPE PLANS” 
Economical ‘Midnight Planters' plus three other cap¬ 
sules — $2.95. Both Illustrated publications — $3.95! 
MESA, Drawer 9045-FD, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

ACTION, Live as it happens. Listen on a Bearcat Scan¬ 
ner. All local Law Enforcement & Fire, RR, Security. Low 
Prices. Free illustrated brochure. Code-7 Electronics, 
Dept. SI, P.O. Box 1505, Modesto, CA 95353. 

“GOLD PANNING VACATION GUIDE.” Fun and profit 
camping and fishing along hundreds of nugget creeks in 
scenic British Columbia’s 1860’s gold rush mountains. 
$6.95 Folkestone Press, Suite 1502, 2267 Kings, Vyest 
Vancouver, Canada, V7V 2C1. 

survival KIT: Magnesium Fire Starting Tool ($4.95). 

"Christie” Fire Starting Knife ($1.75). Hunters’ Compass 
($5.00), & Lanyard — Packaged in Leather Belt Pouch 
($3.00). Total Kit Price $13.50 + .75 postage. Carver 
Wood Products, P.O. Box 187R. Chanhasen, MN 55317. 
(33)_ 

COMBAT AND IPSC SHOOTERS! Jones Extended Mag¬ 
azine Release for Colt .45 Autos. Fast release of. 
magazine! Large, checkered, stainless button. Easily ih- 
stalled. Detachable. Instructions included. Pat. Pending. 
$19.95. Send for free price list of all accessories. N.Y. 
residents 7% tax. Jim’s Flye Shoppe, R.D.#1, Fredonia, 
NY 14063. _, 

LETTERS REMAILED CONFIDENTIALLY $1.00. for com¬ 
plete details on remaillng service, send SASE to: Official 
Remall Service, Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. (37) 

THE BEST OFFENSE IS A BETTER DEFENSE! Superior 
professional with credible and credentialed portfolio 
seeks new short-term contract proposals. College 
diploma, professional manner, character, and ap¬ 
pearance offered. San-Dan Black Belt. Expert instructor 
in Martial Arts, Ninjitsu, weapons, situation awarness, 
intense motivation conditioning, and covert perimeter 
security for personal security specialists and special 
terms. My forte is defense operations for the good guys. 
Absolute discretion assured. Current passport. Contract 
proposals to Mr. Greene, P.O, Box 665, Tacoma, WA 
98401. _ 

HOW TO TRACK AND TRAP.. .experience talks!! Learn 
from my hard earned knowledge.. .Trackers and Trap¬ 
pers Guide... $6.95. M.O. Bushman, P.O, Box 7558, 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada. 

SKS PARTS NEEDED, also AK, bayonets, cleaning rods, 
gas pistons, recoil springs, all your junk, send SASE with 
parts, prices, Bonavita, 1517 Sagewood Dr., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23455. (33) 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step- 
by-step goodies like knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bomb, and many others. A 
must In completing your library. Fourth Printing at only 
$9.95 Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204. (37) _ 

BEAT BLACKJACK. No gimmicks, simple to learn, 
guaranteed, $7.50, Includes casino guide. Winning 
Methods, Box 12591, Fresno, CA 93778. (34)_ 

VIETNAM FORMS. Distinguished Rifleman, Pistol,'or 
Submachine Gun cards available. $2.00 each, all three 
for $5.00. NOTE: These ARVN cards are unrelated to U.S. 
Awards. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

WANTED; PATRIOTS, especially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free information to CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM, 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 665-3937 day or 
night. Attend free weekend Freedom Festivals and Con¬ 
ferences In June and September on 55-acre Estate with 
over 30 classes in Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW — TIME IS 
SHORT. (36)_ 

JUST $15, We want your business! We’ll send you: 
Original G.l. mess kit with knife, spoon and fork. Original 
G.l. issue can i^pener. Original G.L issue canteen. Late 
issue G.l, C-Ration dinner (delicious!). Plus free 10% dis¬ 
count certificate.. .and illustrated catalog on U.S. 
military surplus camping and hunting gear. Entire 
package, only $15. CAMPER’S KIT. Box 172-D, Anoka, 
MN 55303. (34) 
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NEED A NEW IDENTITY? 

LAMINATED PHOTO I.D. 

national authorized for each state, 
official in color 6 quautv 

SEND $7.00 (2 FOR $12.00) CASH OR M.O. 
SEX. V/T. , HEIGHT, COLOR OF HAIR & EYES, 
0IRTHDATE, 1 IN. SQ. FACE PHOTO. 

I.D. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

SEND $ 1.00 FOR COLOR FOLDER ON l.D.’S 


UNI-VEST 


Designed for Law Enforcement 
$39.95 

The most practical 
comfortable way to 
carry a gun. Uni-Vest 
fits revolvers & autos 
with 2 ” to 6 V 2 ” barrels 
In three specially 
designed holster 
pockets. No need to 
ever buy another 
holster. Unl-Vest also 
has a two magazine 
pocket, which opens to 
accommodate loose 
ammo. Heavy weight 
blue denim. Sizes S-M- 
L-XL. Specify right or 
left handed. $5.00 deposit on CODs, Stamped 
envelope brings literature. __ 


GARTH COMPANY oept sF, 

P;b. Box 14354, Tampa,'Florida'33690 


NEW! MILITARY 
& POLICE BOOKS 

-^JUST PRINTED- 

The world’s 


By Thomas B. Nelson 
& Daniel Musgrave 

Over 550 pages— 

Detailing 200 guns— 

^ $24.95 Over 600 photos. 

This classic reference covers here-to-fore unknown weapons. 
Featuring Machine Pistols and new Submachine Gun devel¬ 
opments. Also complete photo section of automatic pistols with 
shoulder-stocks. A must for collectors! (Dealer inquiries Invited) 

-JUST REPRINTED- 

The world’s 
Suhmachine 
Guns. voi. 1 

By Thomas B. Nelson 

747 pages covering over 
300 weapons with 
complete data and history. 
Over 650 photos and 
drawings. 

(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 

■JUST PRINTED- 

The World’s 


By noted arms authority 
Thomas F. Swearengen 

Over 500 pages. Covers 
250 weapons. 500 
photos—The complete 
military and police 
reference. 

$24.95 (Dealer Inquiries Invited) 

This magnificent book was Syears in the making. Never before has 
such a book been offered covering Fighting Shotguns. A must for 
every police and collector lihraty. Historical data from the shot¬ 
gun’s inception to present day with all up-to-date dev'elopments. 

-ALSO REPRINTED- 

THE WORLD’S ASSAULT RIFLES by Daniel Musgrave and T. B. 
Nelson. 546 pages with over 450 photos. Featuring data and 
history of 200 primary assault rifles—a MUST for the serious 

arms historian.Only $19.95 

Include $1.00 to cover postage/hendling for each book. 

T.B.N. ENTERPRISES, Dept. SF060 

p.O. Box 55, Alexandria, Virginia 22313 
Satisfaction assured, book may be returned for refund 

if not satisfied. (Dealer inquiries Ibvited) 


Fighting 

Shotguns 




Machine 
Pistols & 
Suhmachine 
Guns. VOl. 2a 



& Sporting use. 
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NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Roger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to Install. Fits all Q.l. and 

commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.). $49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

5-shot Magazine__ .$2.50 Scope Base, no drilling 

15-shot Magazine. $2.50 or tapping. $10.95 

SO-shot Magazine ..... $3.50 Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

60-rd. Jungle Clip-(Clips Manual.. .$ 5.95 

2-30.rd. mags.together)$3.95 BRAND NEW RUGER 
Sling&OI!er.$2.95 MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 or 4 

30rd.mags ....$4.95 

Mag. Pouch - holds 2 15 rd. 
mags, or 4 5 rd. mags .. $1.50 

Flash HIder. $10.95 

Muzzle Brake. $10.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard 

.$ 3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench - 

(Double Ended).$ 2.95 

(add 75* per Item for shipping.) 


20-shot Magazine . $ 8.95 
30 shot Magazine . $ 9.95 
Ventilated Steel Hand- 

guard, Blue... $ 9.95 

Web Sling. $ 2.95 

NEW MINI 14 
SIDE FOLDING STOCK 
Walnut W/blued ordi¬ 
nance steel. Fits series 
180 only $99.95 -I- $3.00 
' Web Sling .$ 2.95 


NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT^MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18" or longer bbis.), 8 
( 20 " or longer barrels), or 10 (26" or longer bbIs.) 
Made for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200, 
SX-1; Browning 5-A; and Marlin 120. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full Warranty. Now used by the 
F.B.I., Secret Service and others. Include make, 
model & gauge when ordering. 

7 or 8 shot model .$20.00 

10'Shot model (Not available for 

Browning 5-A). $36.00 

(Add $ 2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

SCOPE MOUNTS, FLASH HIDERS AND 
OTHER GUN GOODIES 

1. ART AR-15/M-16 Scope Mount, developed for U.S. 

Army sniper program.$19.95 

2. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for AR- 

15/M-16and AR-18/AR-180.$16.00* 

3. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for SIG- 

AMT, H&K 91 & 93, FN-49.$16.00* 

4. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for Ml 

Garand Rifle.$32.00* 

5. S.W.A.T. Rifle Sling for Assault Rifles & Riot 

Guns, Black 1" Nylon.$ 4.00 

6. Mini-14 Flash HIder_ $16.95/^ 

7. M-16/AR-15 Ordinance & 

Armorer’s Wrench .$12.00 

*Also available in fluted M-14 style - same price. 

Scopes and Mounts install instantly and easily. Add 
$ 1.00 per unit for shipping. 


COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 
CLIP POUCH SET 
Q.L Canvas pouch with 
2 Brand New G.l. .45 auto 

magazines_ Only $9.95 

(Add 75* per set for shipping.) 

NEW AR-15 & M-16 30 RD. MAGS 
& NYLON POUCH 
New G.L Nylon pouch with 3 30 rd. 

magazines. Only... $21.95 ' 

(add $1.00 per set for shipping.) ^ 

NEW RUGER MINI-14 30 RD. 

MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 
New G.l. Nylon Pouch with 3 30-rd 

magazines.$29.95 

(add $ 1.00 per set for shipping) 

M-1 CARBINE 15-RD. MAGS & POUCH 

New G.L pouch with 2 15-rd. magazines.$5.00 

(add $ 1.00 per set for shipping) 

NEWS-SHOT TEAR,. 

GAS REVOLVER ' ^ 




Fires 8-22. cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks in _ 

seconds. Heavy-duty metal construction w/one- 
step ejection. Checkered grips. 

BLUE ■ $14,95 Sale Priced at only $8.95 

CHROME-$15.95 Sale Priced at only $9.95 

Hip Holster.$2.00 

Tear Gas Cartridges - (10 per pack).$2.00 

Extra-Loud Blanks - (100 per pack).$3.00 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook”, Is the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants: Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Pius how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiiess Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much morel New 
expanded edition! Limited Number Available! 
ORDER NOW!.ONLY $10.00 postpaid 

BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

1. German Luger 9mm...$12.95 

2. AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l. issue.$ 4.00 

3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.L issue__ w . $ 5.95 

4. AR-15/M-16/AR-180 40-shot, steel.$24.95 

5. Ruger Mini-14 30*shot .223.... .$ 9.95 

6 . Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot.$ 5.00 

7. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 15-shot ..,. .$15.00 

8 . Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot stainless... $12.50 

9. Colt .38 Super auto, ail models ..$ 7.50 

'10. Browning 9 mm Hi-Power, 13-shot ... .$15.00 

•Special 2 for.$25.00 

11. Browning 9 mm Hi-Power, 22-shot .... $20.00 

12 . S&W Model 39 9mm auto . $7.00 

13. Walther P-38 9mm. $12.00 

(Add 75® per magazine for shipping) 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 






NEW MILITARY SURPLUS BARGAINS! 


All items are Brand New—Direct 
''from the U.S. Government Contrac¬ 
tors. The most rugged, dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available .. .Do 
not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered 
elsewhere! 

1 . USMC Camouflage Fatigue Suits, 

100% Cotton, Latest Issue, Sizes: 
Small and Medium only. Jacket and 
pants, set.$39.95 

2. Latest Issue USMC Camouflage 

Nylon Poncho. $24.95 

3. G.L Camouflage Poncho 

Liners. $24.95 

4. NEW! Genuine G.L Lensatic Com¬ 

pass with nylon carrying case. The 
latest issue.$29.95 

5. G.l. O.D. T Shirts,' 100% cotton, 
S,M,L,XL. Six of same size for $18.00 

6 . Latest Issue U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s 

Jacket, Fully reversible, sage green 
and International Orange. Sizes: 
S,M,L,XL.$39.95 

7. Latest Issue N2B Short Parka with 
hood — the ultimate cold weather 
jacket. Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 
-$69.95 — XLarge - $74.95 

8 . Brand New arrival! U.S. Navy A-2 

Cold Weather Deck Jacket Size: 
S,M,L, XL.$39.95 

9. U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt Holster, 

black. $19.05 

10. U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Holster, 
'Ita .45 auto and other large frame 
^autos, black leather.$19.95 
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11. M1949 Mountain Sleeping 

Bag, latest issue, mummy style, 
over GVz feet long.$ 49.95 

12. G.l. 1st Xid Kit, ail emergency 
items in G.L OD case that fits 

on belt.$5.95 

13. G.L Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb, O.D.$4.95 

14. U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen 
with latest issue canteen cover $5.95 

15. Military Police Peerless 

Handcuffs .,..$19.96 

16. New M-17 Gas Mask with filters 

&bag.$39.95 

17. G.l. Vietnam Combat Pack, 

used.$4.95 

18. Late issue U.S. Government 
C-Rations, 

12 mixed meals ..$34.95 

19. Browning 9MM High Power Pistol 
Holster Canadian Army Issue.. $9.95 

20. Genuine British Commando 
Knife, with black leather 

sheath.$19.95 

21. U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 

leather sheath and sharpening stone, 
5” blade .$11.95 

22 . U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife, 
7" blade with leather sheath. .$12.95 

23. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket 

Knife, 4-blades, 1000 uses.$6.95 

24. U.S. Army Machets, 18" blade 
with O.D. canvas 

sheath.$9.9^ 

*AII items are new, genuine, n 
Import junki Please addSi.Oi 
ehipping for Ist Item, for 
tdditional Items add 75*. 


GENUINE 
GOVT. SURPLUS 
U.S.A.F. SUNGLASSES 

12 karat gold-plated frames. 
Optically perfect glass lenses. 
Impact Resistant Smoke color 
lenses. G.L Case included. The 
real thing! Sale $19.95 

(add $1.05 for shipping) 



SPECfAL SALE! 
BRAND NEW ORIGINAL 

G.l. M-65 
FIELD JACKETS 


These are the latest G.L issue 
Nylon/Cotton Construction with 
exclusive Government quarpe) water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away 
zipper hood. Sizes: Small, Medium, 

Large, X-Large, regular length only. O.D.5 
Green or Leaf Pattern Camouflage. SaleJI 
Priced at $39.95 (add $2.00 per jacket for shipping.) 
ORIGINAL Q.L M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. Sizes, S,M,L,XL.$16.'95ppd. 

W.W. I 

KNUCKLE KNIFE $19.95 each 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6 " blade. 
Truly a collector’s Item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 
•Special 2 for $35.00 -I- $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

“PARALYZER” 

TEAR GAS WEAPON 

"Paralyzer” does what the name Implies. A heavy 
spray of tear gas shoots out to a range of up to 18 
feet. Causes violent coughing and sneezing and a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, nose and 
throat and skin. Completely disables the assailant 
for 10-15 minutes without causing permanent Injury. 
You must be over 21 years of age to order. No sales 
to California. Add $ 1 . shipping 
POCKET MODEL .$4.95 ea, SPECIAL-$36./dozen 
•POLICE MODEL.., .$6.95 ea. SPECIAL -$48./dozen 
BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 
JACKET 



This attractive jacket is 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged,^ 
all-purpose jacket made of 
I O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 
A May never be available again. 
Sizes: S, M, L.... Only $9.95 
(plus $1.50 shipping) 
•Please send height, chest 
and waist measurements 
for an exact fit. 



VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft, 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 
Sizes: S.M,L. XL..O.D, GREEN — $ 4.95 
CAMOUFLAGE — $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 

“THE LITTLE BLACK BOX 


Warning this device Is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs Into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1" x 

^ ’'special Sale! Now Only. $29.95 

plus $ 1.00 shipping 

iMew’. 


1 


Bare’. 

I Quick'Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
I . $5.95 plus 75$ shipping. 


BA, MC, COD’S may call 800-323-3233 — $25.00 Minimum phone order. 
Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-598-4466. PA RE L LEX CORP.ChIcago Ridge, IL 
To order by mail use, the coupon below or separate sheet.Mall with payment. 


....$9.95. 

I not ^ 


Mail to; ParClIeX Corp. box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 Dept, s-32 
Please send following_ 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed $. 
CHARGE TO MY: □ Mastercharge 


□ Visa/Bankamerica Card 

nil I TIT! I M M I I I n I I I I I 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 


My name Is 
I live at _ 


INCLUDE SALES TAX 


City 


_State_ 


-Zlp- 


□ Please send new Illustrated catalog. $1.00 enclosed. 
Catalog free with order. — — « 






































































MERC: AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 


JAY MALLIN 

and ROBERT K. BROWN 





An eye-opening account of the lives, 
ideals, and adventures of today’s 
soldiers of fortune. 

Many of them were trained as Special Forces in Vietnam. Few 
of them do it for the money. They’re idealists, romantics, 
dyed-in-the-wool adventurers. They fight in Africa, South 
America, the Far East — wherever their expertise, experience, 
and courage have a value. These are today’s “meres,” and 
now a former Time correspondent and a Vietnam veter- 
an/adventurer-turned-publishef profile these men — many of 
whom they have known personally — and the danger-fraught 
world they inhabit. Rogues and heros, soldiers and CIA agents 
— they all share a lust for adventure that drives them to danger 
and often, early death. 

JAY MALLIN is a former Time correspondent and author of 
seven books on unconventional warfare and terrorism. 
ROBERT K. BROWN was a Special Forces team leader in 
Vietnam; he is presently the editor/publisher of the controver¬ 
sial magazine Soldier of Fortune, 

Published by MacMillan q>14.95 
Hardcover 

Numerous black & white and color photographs 


Each 



copy of MERC will be autographed by Robert K. Brown 


NOW! ^ NOW! ^ NOW! YES! Rush Me The Following: 


NAME __ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY___ 

STATE_ - ZIP_ 

PHONE___ 

If not satisfied, return books in 10 days for full return of your money. 


□ Copies of Merc: American 

Soldiers of Fortune.$14.94 ea. 

□ Copies of Mercenary 

Leaders Guide, Vol. I.$ 7.95 ea 

Colorado residents add 3% sales tax 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Dept. SF-4 Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Add $1.00 shipping charges per order. 

Overseas orders, surface $2.00..airmail $7.00. 


I COMING SOON FROM PHOENIX 

MERCENARY LEADERS 
GUIDE, Vol. I 

SOF MILITARY EDITOR 
CAPT. JOHN EARLY 



This is it; the book you have been waiting for! 

There has never been a comprehensive field manual for Merc operations until 
now. Capt. John Early, who has been a professional soldier for ipore than 15 
years both in the uniformed conventional services and under contract, has writ¬ 
ten a reference work for the mercenary combat leader, giving pertinent data for 
organizing and leading troops in the field. 

This book is a collection of current military techniques practiced by elite air¬ 
borne commando units around the world and techniques Capt. Early developed 
and used successfully on the battlefields of Southeast Asia and Africa. 

A reference manual for those who are already combat leaders, and a how-to 
manual for those who want to lead, it’s a must for any combat library. 

Is it worth the price? How much is a successful operation worth? 




THE NERCENARf 


ii¥ L'.^rr. 





















